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SOBLU
AT
50
A RETROSPECTIVE
Will Johnson, pioneer | The College and COVID-19
For seniors, Colby Pays it Northward

|

Prepping for election interference

M

y friend Bob Zimmer, facing health
challenges, announced he would step down
as president of the University of Chicago
next spring, concluding 15 years in that
demanding role. He will move into a newly created role
of chancellor, allowing the university to continue to
draw on his deep well of talent and wisdom. I worked
with Bob for 12 years (technically, I worked for him
for most of those years, but he always made it feel like
a partnership).
In 2017 Bret Stephens, in his New York Times column,
declared Bob Zimmer “America’s Best University
President.” That’s a fitting title for someone whose
list of accomplishments as president is staggering in
scope and impact. His leadership has transformed the
University of Chicago, and his contributions will be felt
throughout the remainder of this century and beyond.
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I regularly implore our students to acknowledge and
thank the individuals in their lives who made their
journey possible—their families and teachers and
anyone who lifted them when they stumbled, who put
the wind at their back to help them go further. I must
do the same. Bob Zimmer taught me lessons that guide
me every day and for which I will be forever grateful.
I will mention only four, even though the list is much
longer still.
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1. Embody and elevate your institution’s values. It is
hard to find a communication from Bob where he
doesn’t describe Chicago’s distinctive intellectual
culture, its commitment to freedom of expression
and inquiry, and the rigor of its programs. Those
are Chicago’s calling cards. When this pandemic
hit, Colby’s leadership team gathered, and before we
talked about what we needed to do, we discussed how

FROM THE PRESIDENT
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4. Give talented people room to create and grow. I will
be forever grateful to Bob for so many things, and
one will be his ability to see things in me that I hadn’t
recognized in myself. He pushed and challenged
me, and when I met the challenge, he opened new
opportunities for me to learn, take risks, and,
ultimately, to achieve. One of my great privileges at
Colby is working every day with enormously talented,
driven individuals. As I push and challenge them, I
hope they know it is because I see their greatness and
I want it to shine even brighter. When it does, they
will recognize in themselves what I see—that their
leadership makes a difference and that their growth
will lift Colby even higher.

|
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Bob Zimmer will always be known as the president who
lifted the University of Chicago to new heights in the
21st century, but I find special pleasure in knowing that
he will always be associated with Colby as well. One of
my treasured honors was awarding him an honorary
degree at my inauguration in 2014. Yet an even greater
honor for me is having had the opportunity to learn
from him and to have grown through our friendship.
I am indebted to many people in my life, and Bob will
always be right at the top of that list.

|
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3. Excellence is not desired, it is required. Bob has
always been flexible and adaptable, but there are
bright lines for him. The line that separates true
excellence from simply being good enough is one
of them. Excellence in academic institutions begins
with people. Colby’s hallmark has long been a truly
remarkable faculty—scholars of the first rank who are

also teachers of unparalleled skill and commitment.
That is more true today than ever. Our staff is
dedicated, experienced, and with increasing frequency
coming to Colby from the world’s great institutions.
And our students, by any measure, are among the
most qualified and deserving of any students in
higher education.

|

2. Believe in the possibility. Bob’s aspirations
for his university know no bounds. He always
imagines what’s possible—not what simply
appears achievable—and he is not satisfied until
he accomplishes it. He is demanding, creative, and
tireless. The freedom that comes from releasing
unnecessary constraints creates a culture of
innovation and high expectations. As I have toured
our new Harold Alfond Athletics and Recreation
Center and our downtown arts and hotel projects,
and begun implementing our comprehensive plan
for reopening this fall, it is apparent that Colby’s
aspirations are also boundless.

colby.edu

we wanted to approach the challenges—what Colby
values we would draw upon to create a road map that
would always direct us in ways that are true to our
mission and culture. We started with a simple idea:
do the right thing. By that we meant we would act
with empathy, compassion, and a recognition that
this crisis would affect people in a variety of ways.
We wanted our decisions to reflect a clear sense of
justice, integrity, and a commitment to our people
and the common good. Carrying out our mission of
excellence in undergraduate education begins with
an acknowledgement of our interconnectedness and
the ways in which that can support or detract from
learning, growth, and discovery.

David A. Greene
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Walk-off Season
The Colby baseball team made the best of its only game of the
COVID-19 abbreviated season on March 12, coming from behind to
beat rival Bowdoin with a walk-off 5-4 win. For the eight seniors, it
was the best outcome possible, coming on the same day that the team
learned that the game would be its first and last. Down 4-2 after eight
innings, the Mules shut down the Polar Bears in the ninth and came
from behind to both begin and cap their season.

Academic Virtual Classroom
Students in Earth Systems
Chemistry, a course co-taught
by Assistant Professor of
Chemistry Greg Drozd and
Assistant Professor of Geology
Bess Koffman, reviewed course
material through an interactive
exercise in their final session.

In their Zoom class students
took turns describing, acting
out, or drawing a key concept
related to the course for other
students to guess. Here, Lottie
Franck ’23 uses her hands
to act out the concept of an
equilibrium constant.

Throughout the semester, Drozd
and Koffman received support
from a new Center for Teaching
and Learning program, where
center Director Carol Hurney
and Learning Assistant Taylor
Methven ’20 helped them
integrate more hands-on activities
into their lecture sessions. Hurney
and Methven also joined the endof-year fun.
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WE
CALLED.
YOU
ANSWERED.
So let’s keep
it going...
MORE THAN 650 OF YOU
HAVE RESPONDED to our
call to support our Class of 2020 graduates.
Fewer than 100 students remain in need
of our assistance. And we won’t stop until
all of our recent graduates have attained
postgraduate success.

VISIT PAYITNORTHWARD.COLBY.EDU
6

COLBY
Vol. 107 Issue 3

COLBY |
colby.edu

46

Colby Climate Project: Profiles of Stacy-ann Robinson
and Matt Brown ’92

50

Playwright Bess Welden amplifies marginalized voices

53

Josh Martin uses 3D printing to deliver PPE to
first responders

54

Lisa Kaplan ’13 fights online disinformation

58

Are children good eyewitnesses? Martha Arterberry
has answers.

66

On Lesvos, Chloé Powers ’19 sees worsening conditions

53
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The trailblazing journey of Will Johnson ’22 has changed
Colby. This extraordinary student and member of the soccer
team brings “Will power” to everything he does.
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Since its inception 50 years ago, SOBLU (then SOBU)
has been a vital—and culture changing—force at
the College.

50
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GIVING

BACK
COLBY

FUND

“

My time at Colby
was amazing. The
challenging courses,
my hardworking
teammates, a
welcoming community
that always shows up
for each other; it all
prepared me for life
beyond college. I give
so today's students
have the same chances
and feel supported as
they prepare to make
their own contributions
in the world.”
—Mandy Reynolds ’12
Portland, Maine

Contributions to the Colby Fund
ensure that the student experience
is hallmarked by intellectual
innovation across disciplines and
meaningful connections that
extend far beyond Mayflower Hill.

colby.edu/give
8

Visit colby.edu/give, or contact
1-800-311-3678 for more information.
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For Kristin Yorke ’20, the abrupt end to her
senior lacrosse season forced her to say
goodbye much sooner than expected. Her
experience as a Colby athlete, however,
stretched well beyond the field.
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and the nation.
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Farewell Concert
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Before students left campus in
March due to the COVID-19
pandemic, Thomas Deng ’20 took
a break to share a piece befitting
his status as the winner of the
Music Department’s Annual
Concerto Competition. With
a video crew in place, Deng, a
computer science major and music
minor, sat down at the piano in
Lorimer Chapel and played the
dramatic Third Movement of
S. Prokofiev’s Sonata No. 7
Op. 83 in B flat Major.
To watch the video, visit
vimeo.com/399190661
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EDITOR’S NOTE
CONTRIBUTORS
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As this magazine goes to press, we already
are considering the next issue. It’s my
hope that it will report on progress as
the Colby community, from Mayflower
Hill to all parts of the globe, does what it
always does: faces challenges straight on
and continues the search for solutions.

|

In fact, this issue of Colby Magazine was
planned before these reality-shifting
events. Staff Writer Kardelen Koldas ’15
had been reporting on her feature on the
50th anniversary of SOBLU (P. 26) for
nearly a year, spending months tracking
down alumni, visiting their homes,
engaging in long conversations about
race, Colby, and the world as they knew
it. Photographer Edwin Torres ’12 did the
same, reversing Koldas’s route as he made
his way from New Jersey to Mayflower
Hill.

The threat of climate change looms, but
alumni and faculty work on solutions. (P.
46) The upcoming election is a target for
online interference. (P. 54) The arts are a
way to give voice to those who most often
are unheard. (P. 50)

twitter.com/colbycollege

Even before this latest tragic killing, we
recognized the need to acknowledge our
history as it relates to race and to address
both systemic racism and progress that has
been made through the courage of many.

So this issue of Colby Magazine is in some
ways a bridge connecting the reality of six
months ago to today. The campus closed
and now it has reopened. Students left
en masse in a single weekend and now
are back. A massive effort is underway to
ensure the Class of 2020 gets jobs in the
midst of the pandemic. Racial inequity
was being studied and discussed, and now
those discussions are elevated, with real
awareness and progress as the goal. (P. 14)

|

And then there was the seismic killing
of George Floyd by police—preceded by
Breonna Taylor, Stephon Clark, Botham
Jean, Philando Castile, Alton Sterling,
Freddie Gray, Eric Garner, Michael
Brown, and many other Black men and
women. The world took to the streets, and
in many cities—from Portland, Ore., to
Minneapolis, Minn., to Kenosha, Wis.—
the protests continue.

facebook.com/colbycollege

Edwin J. Torres ’12 (“SOBLU
at 50,” P. 26) is an awardwinning photographer. Torres
was born in the Hunts Point
neighborhood of the Bronx
and raised in a Puerto Rican
family. He currently serves
as the deputy digital director
for the Governor’s Office in New Jersey. In
2016 Torres was the lead photographer and
contributed reporting in a Pulitzer Prizewinning story with ProPublica and the New York
Daily News. His work has been published in the
New York Times, Vice, The Atlantic, the New York
Daily News, and many other outlets.

An ocean-leaping pandemic caused the
abrupt shutdown of campus and scattered
students, faculty, and staff. Teaching
and learning, normally done face to face,
shifted to Zoom and other platforms as
faculty and students—displaced from
Mayflower Hill by the virus—innovated,
adjusted, and, to use a word overused in
our time of the unimaginable becoming
commonplace, pivoted.

We did not expect that this story would
be so tragically timely, that the reflections
of SOBLU founders and former and
present members would resonate in a very
different way. Or that the story would
underline the need for racial equality,
respect, and understanding that has been
unfulfilled for, not only the past 50 years,
but centuries. In some ways, we’ve come a
long way as a society since Black students
occupied Lorimer Chapel in 1970, but we
have such a long way to go.

|

Chloé Powers ’19 (“Ever
More Difficult,” P. 66) is the
coordinator of Moms2Moms,
a grassroots project
providing housing to single
mothers seeking asylum on
the Greek island of Lesvos.
She’s also involved in several other migrant
solidarity initiatives, including search and
rescue efforts, LGBTIQ+ migrant solidarity,
and local mutual-aid projects.

The semester that began like most others
ended unlike any in Colby history.

colby.edu

Christina Nunez (“In
Africa, Using Nature to
Protect Nature,” P. 47; “A
Molecular Chess Game,”
P. 48) is a writer based
in the Washington, D.C.,
area specializing in energy,
science, and innovation.
She regularly contributes to the Colby Climate
Project and to National Geographic, where her
work has appeared both online and in the
magazine.
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Tom Kertscher (“Line
of Defense,” P. 54) is a
freelance journalist, author,
and former reporter for the
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel.
He has authored books
about Hall of Fame Green
Bay Packers quarterback Brett Favre and
legendary basketball coach Al McGuire, and
he covers National Basketball Association and
Major League Baseball games as a freelance
correspondent for the Associated Press.

Gerry Boyle ’78, P’06
Managing Editor
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FEEDBACK

Sara Stewart Johnson ’58 with her daughter Kate, reading Colby Magazine together.

Magazine Triggers Long-Term Memory
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Pictured here with her daughter Kate in
February 2020, our mother, Sara Stewart
Johnson ’58, always looked forward to
reading Colby Magazine. Sara enjoyed
keeping up to date on all things Colby:
professors, programs, students, and
alumni. True to her adventurous spirit,
Sara wanted to go to college out of state
and left the tropical climate of Hawaii to
explore the far northeast corner of the
United States. Without ever visiting the
campus, she chose Colby based solely
on its reputation as an excellent liberal
arts college.
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Majoring in English literature, Sara had
a lifelong passion for the written word,
starting her career as an editor for Good
Housekeeping and later as a much
beloved teacher of English, journalism,
and photography in high schools in
Eureka, Calif., Bend, Ore., and Kamuela,
Hawaii. During summer breaks, she wrote
feature articles for the Bend Bulletin
newspaper, often including her original
photographs. In retirement, Sara’s passion
for language expanded to include learning
Italian and traveling to small towns in
Italy. Sara also expressed her love of
life through art: she became a juried
watercolor artist, volunteered with the
local art association, and helped restore

the Rademacher House in Bend into an
art gallery.
Neither Parkinson’s nor Lewy Body
Dementia could extinguish her love of
the written word, and she continued
to enjoy reading Colby Magazine
as a resident of Windsong Memory
Care community in Salem, Ore. As the
dementia compromised her short-term
memory, Sara’s long-term memory was
still preserved, and she would tell stories
of her classmates and adventures in
Waterville and the surrounding areas.
Colby classmates became lifelong
friends, and she enjoyed learning about
their lives by reading the magazine.
Often highlighting and making notes in
the margins, Sara would read the entire
magazine cover to cover to ensure that
she didn’t miss any tiny detail. Each issue
gave her great joy. Our mother passed
away May 8, 2020, at 84.

Waterville.
But before arriving on campus, Colby
required us to read Hiroshima by John
Hersey, Walden by Henry David Thoreau,
and Journal of the Plague Year by Daniel
Defoe. Undoubtedly, my classmates
remember.
All of these books and their teachings
have stayed with me through all of these
years, and through my varied careers,
successes, and failures. However, over
these many years, the Plague Year has
remained in the forefront of my mind.
As has been said many times, past is
prescient, and I hope that Colby will be
brave enough and smart enough to make
the Plague Year required reading again
as the past should never be allowed to
outrun us.

Anne Bynon, Scottsdale, Ariz., and
Kate Speckman, Salem, Ore.

Thanks to my friend Thom Rippon ’68 for
re-kindling these thoughts of very long
ago and for helping me to reassemble
them for this remembrance.

One Plague Year Recalls Another

Ted Sasso ’68
Saddle River, N.J.

Like most in my Colby Class of 1968,
I graduated from high school in June
1964 and, to say the very least, was very
apprehensive about what awaited me in

Depth and Breadth
Like good French wine, Colby Magazine
gets better and better with age. The depth
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Meghan Scheck ’97 This is how you teach
a generation to act with compassion and
gratitude. This is how we show what caring
for each other means and looks like.
Tobi Schneider P’03 When this initiative
began I thought it a terrific idea and
contacted businesses to see if they could
help. Proud to be a Colby parent and
supporter.
Susan Sarno Mihailidis ’93 Amazing! So
proud of my alma mater...

Thokozani Kadzamira ’92 Congratulations,
Professor Gilkes! You inspired me to
explore uncharted territories while at
Colby! I will never forget you.
Alexandra P. Gelbard ’03 This honor is so
well deserved as you have made such an
impact on students, including myself. Your
words brought me to tears
Scott Lainer ’87 One of the greatest
pleasures of my life was attending classes
taught by Charlie Bassett.

instagram.com/colbycollege

Kate Brunelle ’04 Ok, this is how you do it
in this environment. Super smart.

On Professor Cheryl Townsend Gilkes
as this year’s Charles Bassett Teaching
Award winner

|

Allison Morrill Chatrchyan ’92 Ever grateful
to Susan Ferries Vogt Moore ’63 for giving
me my first break—hiring me 27 years ago!

Sakpase JJ Anmwe We are so proud of
you, child of God. Congratulations!

twitter.com/colbycollege

Jennifer O’Neill ’97 This is absolutely
fantastic! So proud of Colby for standing
up for our community in a meaningful,
tangible way.

Brad Sicchitano ’99 Congratulations! This
is a significant award and achievement. I
was fortunate to receive the award in ’99
and was beaming with pride as I heard
President Greene share the description of
the Condon Medal. Best wishes!

|

On Pay it Northward, Colby’s effort to
support the Class of 2020

On the awarding of the Condon Medal to
Bethashley Cajuste ’20

facebook.com/colbycollege

Conversation via Social Media

Rona Peart Brodrick P’22 What a heartfelt
tribute! Appreciate your words, President
Greene, and outstanding student speaker!
The planting of the tree and singing
brought tears. Congratulations

|

Ed Fraktman ’53
Wayland, Mass.

Joshua DeScherer ’99 Congratulations to
the Class of 2020 (and especially to the
orchestra and choir seniors who I missed
performing with in the spring concert).

colby.edu

My congratulations to you and your staff
for continuing to keep us apprised of the
exciting happenings at Colby and in the
Waterville community.

On the May 24 celebration of the
Class of 2020

COLBY |

and breadth of the articles in the recent
issue were truly over the top. I continue
to be so very proud of being an alumnus
of Colby.

On Chido Mpofu ’20 and her plan
start a medical equipment company in
Zimbabwe
Collins Kibet ’22 What a great dream you
have for our beloved continent! Wishing
you all the best every step of the way.
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THE KILLINGS OF
GEORGE FLOYD,
BREONNA TAYLOR, AND
AHMAUD ARBERY AND
OTHER BLACK MEN
AND WOMEN BY POLICE
SPARKED A GLOBAL
WAVE OF PROTEST
DEMANDING AN END TO
SYSTEMIC RACISM.
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Normally I ask you to support Colby. Today, however, I am asking you instead to consider
supporting (or adding further support to) the causes that are most meaningful to you—
locally, nationally, or globally. … Every one of our actions, small and large, will ripple across
this country and around the world. Their combined force—this collective action—will bring us
closer to the tenets that undergird the most profound promise of this country.

|

“I ask those of you who, like me, can do more, to see the urgency of this moment.

In an effort to bring about
change, President David Greene
announced that the College
will launch a major scholarly,
pedagogical, and community
engagement initiative,
focusing on inequality across
multiple domains—racial,
educational, economic, health,
environmental, and beyond. This,
he noted, will not only support
the faculty’s scholarship on race
but also educate Colby students
to have the knowledge and
experience to identify, assess,
and address issues of inequity
and injustice in all aspects of
their lives and our world.

colby.edu

—Dean of the College Karlene Burrell-McRae ’94
in the Portland Press Herald June 3

THE COLBY COMMUNITY
JOINED IN SOLIDARITY.

COLBY |

“While I was still at work, my teenage daughter FaceTimed
me. Sobbing, she shared that in her efforts to follow current
events, she viewed the most recent video of a police officer’s
barbaric and inhumane detainment of a Black man. By herself,
she witnessed George Floyd’s murder. As her sobs grew louder,
she asked, ‘Why do they hate us?’ Replaying in my head was
the same question asked by my young son years earlier. …
I don’t want my beautiful and intelligent children to endure
psychological harm because they continue to witness racist
acts of violence. They deserve better and more.”

|

I recognize that this is an unusual request. But as we say, when the world calls, Colby
answers. The world is calling us right now.”

twitter.com/colbycollege

—President David A. Greene
from his June 4 letter, “A Call For Collective Action,” to the community
“We are heartbroken about the terrible toll that the daily experience of racism and of having to witness such violence takes on the hearts and
minds and bodies of people of color. … We can and must use our knowledge to make necessary change, on campus and beyond. But we cannot
do our intellectual work until we first acknowledge the ways our hearts are breaking.”

—Rev. Kate Smanik, dean of religious and
spiritual life, in her opening remarks for a
virtual vigil held June 5 at Lorimer Chapel to
honor and mourn the life of George Floyd and
all of the Black people who have lost their
lives to racialized violence.

instagram.com/colbycollege

“The U.S. is burning. Institutions are
crumbling as the rage of hundreds of years of
oppression explodes in us. We’re reckoning
with the violence that comes from antiBlackness and the legacy of generations of
racism. Today, we gather to grieve.”

|

—A joint letter from Dean of the College Karlene Burrell-McRae ’94 and
Provost and Dean of Faculty Margaret T. McFadden to the community June 3

“Sometimes we’ve got to get loud and make the world
know how we feel, and what we see, and that it is time
for change. ... Yes, we were in the middle of a pandemic, but all of
a sudden people were so outraged by the public murder, the lynching
of one man, that the nation has come to a halt. The bridges are up,
highways are blocked. Sometimes, you’ve got to get ugly. ... What have
we done by acting ugly these few days? We have shined a brilliant
light on the centrality of state-sanctioned, state-allowed official legal
violence to half a millennial history of racial oppression in the new
world. Somebody brought it to a halt.”

—Cheryl Townsend Gilkes, John D. and Catherine T. MacArthur Professor of Sociology
and African-American Studies and an ordained Baptist minister, in her sermon titled
“Sometimes you’ve got to act ugly” for the vigil.
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COVID-19

IN JUST FOUR DAYS,

the College was forced to pivot from
being a vibrant center for learning on
Mayflower Hill to the challenges of
providing remote learning to students
across the country and the world.

Speculation that Colby would close its campus had been
building the week of March 9 as the new coronavirus
spread elsewhere in the country. On March 10 President
Greene informed the community that working groups were
evaluating the situation. His email, in part, read:

Our academic calendar is currently in our favor: while travel is a primary risk factor in the
transmission of this virus, our spring break falls later than most, giving us slightly more time to
work through these issues than some of our peers. With that said, we are moving quickly to make
decisions that give clarity to our community about how we will proceed this spring.
On Thursday, March 12, the situation did indeed become clear. President Greene’s email read,
in part:
Following our conversations and in-depth analyses of risk scenarios, and seeing how the world
has literally changed overnight, I no longer believe that we would be able to adequately secure the
health and safety of our community—the most sacred obligation we have to you—if we continued
with our residential program. This is a devastating decision for me to make, and I know it will
be even more distressing for many of you.
Students were asked to pack, arrange travel, and leave by Sunday, March 15, at 5 p.m. The
community kicked into overdrive. Deans, counselors, custodians, faculty, and staff moved
mountains to help 2,000 students with the unprecedented transition. Parents retrieved their
students; buses and vans took others to transportation hubs.
And then they were gone. Fewer than one hundred students, unable to return home, remained
on campus.
On April 9 President Greene announced that an in-person commencement, as well as Reunion
2020, were postponed. He wrote, in part, to the senior class:

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

I want you to know that I am not going to let your commencement be anything but the
celebration you have earned. I can’t do as much as I would like about the state of the world
right now or the need to postpone your graduation exercises, but I can make sure that when we
reconvene we make the most of it. And I hope you will remember that commencement—as the
name suggests—is not the end of your time here, it is just a new and wonderful beginning. We
will always be here for you.

16

The spring semester concluded on schedule, with classes ending May 8. On May 22-24, the
original dates for commencement, online events were held to celebrate the Class of 2020.
Speaking live from Lorimer Chapel, President Greene told the seniors:
“I hope one lesson you will take from Colby is that failures open the door to learning, change, and
betterment. Don’t seek and don’t expect perfection in yourself or others. Doing so will constrain
your personal potential. You’ll be afraid to take risks. It will hold you back from being and
benefiting from the most powerful and transformative relationships, the ones that require you to
fully open your heart and mind.”
Now, the focus is on a successful 2020-21 academic year.

COVID-19

COLBY |

BIG QUESTIONS

colby.edu

The evolution of COVID-19 prompted a scientific inquiry
for students in Oak Professor of Biological Sciences
Judy Stone’s advanced biology course. Using population
genetics tools and an online database, students raised
questions about natural selection. Would we need
different vaccines for different mutations? Could certain
strains be more contagious?

|
facebook.com/colbycollege

“

Which portions of the genome are evolving super
quickly? What proteins are they in? Is that part of
the reason why so many disinfectants don’t seem
to work against COVID-19?”
—Jonathan Pankauski ’21

|
instagram.com/colbycollege

Medieval historian and Professor of
History Larissa Taylor turned to the
Middle Ages, and to the plague of
1347-50 specifically, for clues on
how to cope during the COVID-19
pandemic. “I’m not sure that we’ve
learned so many lessons,” Taylor
said. “Or at least I think there are
more lessons to be learned.”

|

MUCH TO FEAR, THEN AND NOW

Business for Chris Vickers ’87, CEO of STARC
Systems, was booming at the start of the year. Then,
COVID-19 hit, and the temporary containment walls
built by the Brunswick, Maine-based manufacturer
skyrocketed in popularity. Healthcare workers across
the nation turned to STARC’s temporary panels to
create pop-up intensive care units to treat patients
suffering from COVID-19.

twitter.com/colbycollege

ROOMS THAT SAVE LIVES
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COVID-19

SINGING THROUGH THE PANDEMIC
Daniel Martin ’01, co-executive producer for American
Idol, managed the unplanned transition from the
Hollywood studio to living rooms of 20 contestants to
bring the nation some much-needed Idol entertainment
for an April 26 live broadcast from performers’ homes.

“

In a way, having these contestants at home with
their families has felt more human, more honest,
more genuine, because everyone is going through
the same thing: the viewers at home watching, all
of us working, and the contestants.”
—Daniel Martin ’01

THE ROOT OF THE CRISIS

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

ANTI-IMMIGRATION FEARS
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For political parties warning of the
perils of immigration and open
borders, the spread of COVID-19 is
more than a threat. It’s vindication.
“Far-right parties everywhere will
likely use the coronavirus’ spread
to stoke fears about foreigners
bringing disease, government’s
inability to protect the nation, and
shadowy global conspiracies,” said
Jennifer Yoder, Robert E. Diamond
Professor of Government and Global
Studies and an expert on far-right
nationalism in Europe.

CDC intern Zoe Kaplan ’18, a graduate student
at Rollins School of Public Health at Emory
University, saw parallels between her previous
work at Colby with the opioid crisis and
COVID-19. “As you look at communities that are
being hit the hardest, it’s individuals with lower
access to care, higher health disparities.” The
solution? “Learning to bridge those gaps and
addressing the problem at its systemic root.”

COVID-19

COLBY |

PROVIDING FOR THE
MOST VULNERABLE

colby.edu
|
facebook.com/colbycollege

“Some economic
collapses we might
call ‘Wall Street’ crises.
We can think of today’s
pandemic as a ‘Main
Street’ crisis. There’s
nothing structurally
wrong with the
economy or its
financial gears.”

|

—James Siodla, assistant
professor of economics

During the toughest
pandemic days, millions of
people—literally—watched
Assistant Professor of
Government Carrie LeVan’s
daughter dance nose-tonose with their dog on
Twitter. Time.com also
picked up the duo’s moves.

CRUSH COVID 5K

instagram.com/colbycollege

—Alice Wong Moughamian ’98

DOG DAYS

Joanna Neeson ’20
weathered the COVID-19
quarantine in her home on
Spruce Head Island, Maine.
When summer residents
arrived to shelter in place,
she wrote an English essay
exploring who should benefit
from the island’s isolation.
“Who is it really safe for? Or,
more pressingly, for whom
should it be safe?”

|

“I’ve seen fires. I’ve seen
earthquakes. I was in the
Dominican Republic when
Hurricane George hit. I
survived the Ice Storm of
’98 at Colby. But nothing
like this.”

BURN THE BRIDGES?

twitter.com/colbycollege

When the coronavirus
swept into California,
Alice Wong
Moughamian ’98
planned and
implemented clinical
services for isolation
and quarantine sites
for people experiencing
homelessness in San
Francisco. Her previous
work in the Peace Corps
and with the city’s
respite program for the
homeless prepared
her for this once-in-alifetime challenge.

Sisters Amelia ’21,
Georgia ’17, and Sophie
Lubrano held a virtual road
race and raised more than
$27,000 for the nonprofit
Positive Tracks. More than
half of their 600 participants
were Colbians.

19

GOOD

WORKS
Colby alumni impact
the world in many
ways every day.

IN HOUSTON, A
COVID-19 STORM

we introduce you to alumni who

MARLEN GUERRERO ’18 USES HURRICANE HARVEY RELIEF
EXPERIENCE TO FIGHT THE PANDEMIC

are using their Colby education to

BY GABE SOUZA | PHOTOGRAPHY BY CALLAGHAN O’HARE

In our “Good Works” section,

make a difference in their communities.

Marlen Guerrero ’18, a Posse Scholar from Houston, Texas,
began helping families long distance from Mayflower Hill
after Hurricane Harvey hit her hometown. She continues that
work, but recently saw her nonprofit pivot to address needs
during the pandemic. She spoke with Colby Multimedia Producer
Gabe Souza.

How did you move from hurricane relief to COVID-19?
I work for a local home-repair coordination system, Harvey Home Connect.
We help local nonprofits connect to clients. COVID-19 hit, and since we
had this base of clients that we knew were some of the most vulnerable in
Houston, we figured why not connect people to these resources? But also
we’re measuring the need.

What did you find people need in the midst of the pandemic?
Financial assistance, food assistance, utilities. And we’re also seeing that
people are feeling insecure about being at home all day. They’re feeling
anxious, hopeless.

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

What do you do about that?
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We’re not the ones who are actually facing clients—we’re the ones
connecting. Large cities and states have set up these COVID-19 funds to help
essential workers, undocumented families. We set up a Community Impact
Survey and aim to capture the social and economic needs of households here
in the Greater Houston region.
The hope is that the data will help large and small nonprofits to actually
better target families and better distribute aid within the system. With
Harvey there were a lot of resources available, but not a lot of people have the
ability to connect them to the resources. We bridge that gap.

GOOD

WORKS
COLBY |
colby.edu
|

“

I WANTED TO COME
BACK, NOT ONLY
FOR MY FAMILY,
BUT ALSO TO GIVE
BACK TO THE TOWN
THAT RAISED ME.”

But you were at Colby.

—Marlen Guerrero ’18

And a lot of frustration kind of
pent up in me. And so I started
getting more into hurricanes, even though I’m a biology
and sociology double major. So even from my bio classes, at
one point I did a report on how Hurricane Katrina affected
herpetofauna (reptiles and amphibians) in southeastern
Louisiana. And so I was just crazy about hurricanes, either
socially or biologically.

So what does it mean to you to be able
to help your own hometown?

It’s the best thing. I mean, when I was
gearing up to graduate, I wanted to come
back with the mission of helping people. I wanted to come
back, not only for my family, but also to give back to the
town that raised me. There’s this hashtag—Houston Strong.
And it’s really a part of the culture here.

instagram.com/colbycollege

For a Jan Plan project, I was able to get connected to an
organization here in Houston that serves undocumented
families. At the time Harvey hit, there was a proposed
law here in Texas, the show-me-your-papers law. It
essentially gave police officers the ability
to act as immigration officials and ask for
documentation that you’re a U.S. citizen
or if you’re “legal.” And so when Harvey
hit, people were scared. There were people
in the coast region who wouldn’t leave
because they were afraid to go through the
checkpoints. That was one of the biggest
questions people had when they were
calling immigration hotlines: can I go to
these shelters and not risk being detained?
And so their frustration translated to the
Jan Plan.

|

Hurricane Harvey hit first semester my senior year at
Colby, so I narrowly missed it. I was getting these messages
from my parents saying, “Hey, you know, there’s a big
storm coming. We’re thinking about evacuating.” I would
turn on the TV to see news
about this large storm coming
toward Houston and seeing the
aftermath—people stranded,
carrying their belongings above
their heads. And so I was thinking,
what are ways I can help from afar?
Because of my family background,
some of my family members had
issues with work, either employers
were pressuring them to come into
work under dangerous conditions,
or they were out of work. And so I
was just like, that’s wrong.

twitter.com/colbycollege

What do you mean, socially?

|

How did you get into this line of work?

facebook.com/colbycollege

Marlen Guerrero ’18, a Posse Scholar from Houston, Texas
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SHORTFORM
FINANCIAL AID. THE ARTS.
HEALTH AND WELLNESS.
Trustee Marieke Rothschild P’16 and her
husband, Jeff Rothschild P’16, have given $16
million to support those College priorities,
continuing support that previously included a
$4.5-million gift for financial aid.
“This is a magical gift,” said President David
A. Greene. “It accelerates the implementation
of initiatives that better the lives of students
and strengthen the College.”

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

Their generosity will help make Colby
affordable for families across the income
spectrum, support the upcoming Gordon
Center for Creative and Performing Arts, and
contribute to the new Harold Alfond Athletics
and Recreation Center.
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“The irony that
we all recognize
is that learning
and living through
deep, meaningful
relationships—the
most fulfilling,
enlightening way to
live—is threatened
when this pandemic
limits close personal
interaction. But this
threat will not last.”
—President David A. Greene
to the Class of 2020

While supporting financial aid at Colby has
been a priority for the couple, said Marieke
Rothschild, “we were struck by the ongoing
efforts to provide students with the support
necessary to have extraordinary experiences
related to the arts and an ongoing
commitment to healthy living.”

ENGAGED
QuestBridge Scholar
Bethashley Cajuste ’20
received the College’s
prestigious Condon
Medal for 2020 for
her commitment
to community and
constructive citizenship.
The global health major
from Wesley Chapel, Fla.,
was a sexual violence
prevention peer and
executive chair of the
Pugh Community Board.

ILLUMINATIVE
“Embrace the weird,”
Class Speaker Kabir
Singh ’20 said during the
May 24 virtual celebration.
“Interrogating the peculiar
things can empower us
with transformational
connections and push us
to really be uncomfortable
in a way a lot of us need
to do more of.”

PROPHETIC
Cheryl Townsend Gilkes,
John D. and Catherine T.
MacArthur Professor of
Sociology and AfricanAmerican Studies, won
this year’s Charles Bassett
Teaching Award. “I’m
speaking to you who
are pioneers, shapers,
potential prophets of the
21st century,” she said in
her Last Lecture. “Keep
marching for justice.”

SHORTFORM

“We knew that we needed to turbo-charge our efforts
to ensure post-graduate success.”
—Vice President and Dean of Student Advancement Andy McGadney on the Pay it Northward initiative
COLBY |
colby.edu

“Where is data stored?
How is data being
manipulated? If you
understand these
things, you can ask
better questions,
propose new
processes.”

|
facebook.com/colbycollege

—Professor of Computer
Science Bruce Maxwell
on NSF grant to develop
computing curriculum

|

“The image of my
colleagues on the front
line … wearing trash
bags with no sleeves
and no protection
under the waist, that
just struck me.”

twitter.com/colbycollege

Tiffany Lomax has been
named the College’s first
director of recreation
services. She is responsible
for launching an integrated
program—including
intramural and club
sports—a multi-layered
fitness program, and
meditation and mindfulness
experiences, and for working
with student leaders
to provide the campus
community with varying
options to stay active and
develop healthy life habits.

TOP 10 PERCENT

SEW IN PEACE

KALINGA STYLE

That’s where Qidong He ’21
emerged after scores were
calculated for the daunting
2019 Putnam Mathematical
Competition. “When I find a
solution, it’s like a release of
endorphins. I get this feeling
of euphoria.”

Sravya Bahdodda ’21
and Faiza Qazi ’21 won a
$10,000 Davis Projects for
Peace award for their project
“Sew in Peace: A Menstrual
Health Initiative for Refugees
in Uganda.” Their threefold project in the Nakivale
Refugee Settlement includes
introducing reusable sanitary
pads, creating a space for
women to sew their own
pads, and education about
menstrual health.

“It’s all about the preservation
of culture,” said Stella Gonzalez
’22 of her research into a
style of tattoo native to the
Philippines and connected to
her family’s roots. Gonzalez’s
study won her the Charles W.
Bassett Prize for Research.

AUSTRIA CALLING
Nina Prünster ’22, a goalie
for the Mules, was selected
for the adult national team in
her native Austria. Prünster
remains on both rosters as
the future unfolds.

instagram.com/colbycollege

LOMAX DIRECTS
RECREATION

|

—Than Moore ’12,
a physician assistant,
in the New York Times
on his “Gowns 4 Good”
initiative

OAK FELLOW
Human and migrants’ rights
defender Nasim Lomani is
the 2020 Oak Human Rights
Fellow. He plans to teach Colby
students about the Balkan
Route, solidarity organizing, and
anti-racist politics.
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SHORTFORM

BUILDING
EXCITEMENT
The new Harold
Alfond Athletics and
Recreation Center is
now 95 percent complete
and has welcomed
Colbians this fall. The
facility is expected to
become a regional center
for competitive and
recreational athletics
as well as a part of the
College’s community
partnership and economic
development efforts.

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

“What was only an idea
five years ago is now
a reality. The future is
bright for Colby, and this
amazing new facility will
inspire generations of
Mules to come.”

24

—Vice President and Harold Alfond
Director of Athletics Mike Wisecup

From field house to
fitness studios, hockey
rink to basketball arena,
informal seating spaces
to classrooms, this new
350,000-square-foot
facility is designed
with the best training
facilities and an inviting
atmosphere in mind. One
of the key features is the
50-meter Myrtha pool,
the state’s only Olympicsize swimming pool and
New England’s only
Myrtha pool. Filled over
the course of four weeks in
May and June, it holds
850,000 gallons of water
and has the same design
used in the last three
Olympics.
A central courtyard
(approximately the size of
the Eustis Administration
Building) brings trees,
plants, and natural light
into the heart of the
building. The 26-acre
site will include wetland
and upland meadows, a
sloping front lawn, and a
large recreation field—
all designed to retain
more than 80 percent of
rainfall on the site.

SHORTFORM
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A
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visionary leader, Jacqueline Terrassa has been
appointed Carolyn Muzzy Director of the Colby
College Museum of Art. Terrassa, who currently
serves as the Woman’s Board vice president for
learning and public engagement at the Art Institute of
Chicago, will assume her role in October.

|

“

facebook.com/colbycollege

Terrassa’s “personal warmth, experiences at
the nation’s top museums and universities, and
forward-looking approach to the role of museums
in societies make her a spectacular choice at this
auspicious moment in Colby’s history.”
—President David A. Greene

|
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Colby sent three alpine skiers to
the NCAA Championships, only to
see the event canceled because of
the COVID-19 pandemic. For Rosie
Hust ’21 it would have been three
appearances in three years. Sandy
Schoepke ’20 (above) qualified for
the second straight year.

|

BEST IN THE COUNTRY

Luis Gonzalez Kompalic ’20, an inaugural
O’Hanian-Szostak Fellow, has been collecting stories
of Waterville residents through his project Narrating
Waterville. The goal, he explained, “is to capture a
moment in time when a lot of things are changing,
to try and make sure the change doesn’t erase
everything that was here before.”

twitter.com/colbycollege

CIVIC ENGAGEMENT
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SOBLU AT50
By Kardelen Koldas ’15 | Photography by Edwin J. Torres ’12
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Left page: Juan Luna ’20 (left),
Jamya Brown ’23 (right)
Right page: Sarah Martinez Roth ’11
(top), Donte Tates ’05 (left),
James “Jimmy” Reynolds ’90 (right),
Doris Ford Mathis ’73 (bottom)
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“SOBHU was really a way for me to
be rooted in an experience of being an
African-American, being from the South, being in
this new experience and just really needing some type of a
safety net, to be able to know that there were people that
always had your back.”
—James “Jimmy” Reynolds ’90, former SOBHU president
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“SOBLU is home,

it’s a place where
my people were—
they were just loving.”

—Marnay Avant ’18, former SOBLU president

(left to right, top to bottom)
Kris de Luna ’20,
Ashley Gissel Olvera ’20,
Kenny Douyon ’23,
Reagan Dennis ’23,
Juan Luna ’20,
Rohnique Davy ’22

For the online story, visit colby.edu/mag/SOBLU
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The Timelessness That is SOBLU

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

For Edwin Torres ’12, today’s club represents
the “family” he found as a student.
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I made these photographs with the intention of preserving a slice of “home” for a club with an
immense history. Many of my photographs were shot on medium-format film and hand developed at
my home. This slower process helped my subjects slow down from their usual routine and reflect on
the importance of our collective narrative. For me, this process filled my heart with a warm feeling,
and I was humbled to be able to listen and see.

facebook.com/colbycollege

The sense of comfort in knowing that you all share
similar perspectives and are looking out for each
other—that was a powerful feeling. Whether it was the
1970s or decades later, the young, ambitious faces
that filled the room and created a sense of home, now
in the present, remained the same. It is this timeless
quality that I was looking to instill in my work. Working
on this photo essay was a true blessing. I had the opportunity to meet SOBLU members from almost
every major era in New York City, Washington, D.C., and Maine. It was a process of sharing stories
and catching up on life since Colby. With the students on campus, I felt incredibly humbled to be
let into their “era of SOBLU.” I was wholeheartedly impressed with how they fostered community
and contributed to the greater campus through their maturity. I listened to their stories, and I
embraced them.

|

As a student from the Bronx, N.Y., I traveled to Colby
from a high school that was 98 percent Hispanic and
Black. There was a certain culture and rhythm to us
whenever we hung out or even interacted. I found this
same rhythm at SOBLU. The club represented a sense
of home and family. In this new home, I would do a
variety of things. I would take a nap on the infamous
couch after lunch before biology class, listen to some
Biggie and Tupac, or vote on strong club initiatives.

colby.edu

As I sat on the porch at the home of Doris Ford Mathis ’73 in Washington, D.C., it clicked. I took
photographs of her with a twin-lens reflex camera of the 1970s. She was part of the founding of
Students Organized for Black and Latinx Unity (SOBLU). Doris made it clear. The reason the club
was created then was simple: to have a sense of home and community in a renowned institution
that was far away from home.

COLBY |

Photographing for Colby Magazine has prompted me to revisit the meaning of home. What is it that
best reminds us of home? Is it a porch with a slow rocker? Is it the presence of loved ones? Is it
the smell? Or is it the collective feeling that we are all in this together? It’s a combination of all of
these things.

—Edwin J. Torres ’12
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Members of SOBU, along
with Student Government
Association leaders, delivered
speeches at the entrance of
Lorimer Chapel, which SOBU
occupied in March 1970.

“I think it’s extraordinary
that the organization has
not only endured
but has thrived.
It has changed
with the times
over these last
50 years.
So that’s extraordinary
to me.”

—Charles Terrell ’70
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SOBLU

AT 50
ONLINE
WHEN STUDENTS ORGANIZED
FOR BLACK UNITY (SOBU)
WAS ESTABLISHED IN 1969 AT
COLBY, SOBU-like organizations were
being formed on college campuses
across the country as part of the Black
revolutionary movement that started a
few years earlier. These organizations
became a way for Black students
to unite, be visible, and have their
voices heard.

IN TIMES OF STRUGGLE,
in celebratory occasions,
or just during day-to-day
activities, SOBLU, with all its
names and iterations, has
served as a refuge. It became
a home on Mayflower Hill. It
provided a loving and caring
family at Colby. At times it
became a nexus to push for
change on campus.

WITH CONTRIBUTIONS BY MORE
THAN 40 MEMBERS ACROSS THE
WHOLE FIVE-DECADE SPECTRUM,
WE PREPARED AN ONLINE STORY
TO TAKE YOU BACK IN TIME WITH
WORDS, IMAGES, AND VIDEOS. There’s
still much more to be preserved from the first
50 years of SOBLU. As you to get absorbed in
this online story covering the organization’s
past, we invite you to build onto its history
with your contributions, leaving a more
enriched story for future generations of
Colbians whose lives are touched by SOBLU
directly or indirectly.

EXPLORE MORE DEEPLY
FROM THE VOICES OF FORMER AND CURRENT SOBLU
MEMBERS, you will learn about SOBLU in different eras and
uncover new dimensions of this landmark organization.

FIRST PERSON ACCOUNTS by Charles Terrell ’70, Sebsibe
Mamo ’70, Doris Ford Mathis ’73, and Vincent Guess ’73 will
take you inside Lorimer Chapel, which was occupied by SOBU
in March 1970.

PERSONAL ESSAYS by Tionna Haynes ’15, Charles Terrell ’70,
Kebba Tolbert ’94, Claire Jimenez ’06, and Juan Luna ’20 and
Kris De Luna ’20 will show the club, Colby, and the world through
their eyes.

A POWERFUL PHOTO ESSAY by a former member and awardwinning photographer Edwin J. Torres ’12 will show moments of
SOBLU from present times and introduce you to current and
former members.
For the online story, visit colby.edu/mag/SOBLU
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MEDIA
Gary Green (Art)

When Midnight Comes Around
Stanley/Barker (2020)

Long before he was associate professor of art at Colby, Gary Green was a
photographer’s assistant in New York City, where he spent his nights at Max’s
Kansas City and CBGB documenting some of the most iconic musicians
and figures. In a collection of photographs taken from 1976 to 1986, Green
has captured the spirit of a time that challenged cultural and musical norms,
stripping rock music to its rawest roots. His work preserves the spirit of
the pioneering punk scene centered in Manhattan’s East Village, including
evocative photos of Lou Reed, Debbie Harry, Patti Smith, and Joey Ramone,
among others.

Bretton White
(Spanish)

Staging
Discomfort:
Performance and
Queerness in
Contemporary Cuba
University Press of Florida (2020)

Ben Fallaw (Latin
American Studies)
and David Nugent,
editors

State Formation in the
Liberal Era

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

The University of Arizona Press (2020)
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Even when governments crack down
on citizens, artists find ways to
express themselves, leading society to
question the official line. The same
holds true for Cuba after the 1959
Revolution. Taking readers to the
island, White examines how queer
bodies are represented in Cuban
theater. She analyzes contemporary
performances using queer theory
and finds that through experimental
performances of sexuality, connections
occur between those on stage and
off, triggering various feelings—
discomfort, intimacy, frustration.
These performances, she argues, not
only challenge the state’s narrative but
push the audience to consider Cuban
identity in a different light.

Debra Spark
(Creative Writing)

And Then
Something
Happened:
Essays on Fiction Writing
Engine Books (2020)

Focusing on the Latin American
postcolonial period of 1850 to 1950,
State Formation in the Liberal Era
compares and contrasts the lopsided
process of nation-making and
economic development in Peru and
Mexico. Fallaw and Nugent gathered
noted historians and anthropologists
to explore themes such as foreign
banks, road building, and labor
relations in the period between the
dawn of the era of global liberal
capitalism and the start of the Cold
War. The United States’ influence
in shaping Latin American history
is revealed in this nuanced work that
crosses geographic and disciplinary
boundaries.

Award-winning writer Debra Spark
follows up her successful first book on
fiction writing with And Then Something
Happened, a book of essays that digs into
topics such as plot, humor, research,
and scope. Designed for upperclass
and graduate students—and readers
in general—Spark imparts her wit and
wisdom using examples, anecdotes, and
analysis for anyone wishing to perfect
the craft of writing or facing the dreaded
blank page. Drawing on 25 years teaching
at Colby, the book offers solid advice
from someone who knows the joys and
challenges of writing: Spark has authored
five works of fiction and numerous stories.

MEDIA
Osman Haneef ’05
COLBY |

Blasphemy: The Trial of Danesh Masih
Readomania (2020)

colby.edu

An Ivy League-trained Pakistani lawyer, Sikander Ghaznavi has been living in Boston
and not planning on—or even thinking of—going back to his home country. But after
losing Ahbey, the woman who helped raise him, he begins questioning his life choices.
And he decides to return to Pakistan.

|

There awaits an unfinished love, and a blasphemy trial. While Sikander begins to find answers
about his own past, he also faces a tough question that would shape a young boy’s future.

facebook.com/colbycollege

Danesh Masih, a Pakistani Christian boy, is accused of blasphemy, potentially facing a death
sentence. He and Sikander meet as Sikander wakes up from a nap. When he opens his eyes,
he sees Danesh staring at him. “I’m here to wake you up,” says Danesh. From that point on,
Sikander starts to experience an awakening about his past, his family, and his country.
“Although all the characters and most events are fictional (or have been fictionalized), it is
a deeply personal novel,” said Haneef about his debut, Blasphemy: The Trial of Danesh Masih.
“At the same time, it does address broader themes around inclusivity, tolerance, individual
responsibility, and the role of religion in society.”

|

Read a Q&A with Haneef about his book at colby.edu/mag.

Gary Green (Art)

The River is Moving/
The Blackbird Must Be Flying
L’Artiere (2020)
Photographs made along a stream
near Green’s Waterville home
explore the reflections, shadows,
and refractions on its surface.
These meditations on nature
also point to the Wallace Stevens
poem “Thirteen Ways of Looking
at a Blackbird,” from which the
collection’s title is excerpted. “The
poem evokes, among other themes,
the idea that as nature we are all
connected: the flora and fauna, the
air above and the ground below,”
Green writes.

Dis family dat come from me. Sure be a
wondur. Not how ya imajin it when ya come in
da world a slave girl. So says grandmother
Rosa in the opening page of Ghosts of
Ursino, a novel based on the true story of
Rice’s great-great-grandparents’ interracial
marriage in 1872 on Davis Island, Miss.
Rice traced his family’s genealogy as far
as he could, then let his imagination take
over to tell the story of a 20th-century
American family searching for identity
and contentment amidst a backdrop of a
society overwhelmed and obsessed with
race and wealth.

Molly’s Pal
Archway Publishing
(2019)
Tomlinson continues her career as
an artist-teacher-turned-children’sbook-author in this sweet chapter
book. The storyline follows Molly, an
elementary school girl navigating life
in the midst of the confusing, ominous
World War II era with the help of her
loveable pup, Pal. With inviting images
to start every chapter, readers follow
Molly and her new dog as they take on
the challenges of mean older brothers,
making new friends, and crotchety
neighbors. Pal’s stint working for the
U.S. Army brings a patriotic tone
reminiscent of the war years. It is an
endearing tale that children can learn
from, especially today.

instagram.com/colbycollege

Burnt Hill Publishing (2020)

|

Ghosts of Ursino

Ellie Tomlinson ’62

twitter.com/colbycollege

Andrew Monroe Rice ’96
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MEDIA

FACULTY PUBLICATIONS
Marta Ameri (Art), “Who Holds
the Keys? Identifying Female
Administrators at Shahr-i Sokhta,”
in Iran: Journal of the British
Institute of Persian Studies, February
2020. | “Variations on a Theme:
Iconographic Variability in the Horned
Anthropomorphic Figures of the Indus
Civilization,” in Artibus Asiae 79.1,
29-50, 2019. | “Seals and Sealings from
the Ahar-Banas Culture,” in Corpus of
Indus Seals and Inscriptions, Vol. 3: New
Material, untraced objects, and collections
outside India and Pakistan, Part 2: Shahr-i
Sokhta; Mundigak; Mehrgarh, Nausharo,
Sibri; Dauda-damb; Chanhu-daro; Ahar,
Balathal, Gilund; Kalibangan; Rojdi.
Helsinki: Soumalainen Tiedeakatemia,
2019.
Martha Arterberry (Psychology)
coauthor, “Children’s memory for
temporal information: The roles of
temporal language and executive
function,” in Journal of Genetic
Psychology: Research and Theory on
Human Development, Special issue on
temporal cognition, 2020.
Catherine Besteman (Anthropology)
coauthor, “Want to help remedy racial
inequity in Maine? Here are places to
start.” in Portland Press Herald, June 13,
2020.
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Cathy Bevier (Biology) coauthor,
“Environmental influences on and
antimicrobial activity of the skin
microbiota of Proceratophrys boiei
(Amphibia, Anura) across forest
fragments,” in Ecology and Evolution,
January 2020.
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Adrian Blevins (Creative Writing),
“Northern Status Anxiety” and
“Overall Status,” in Washington
Square Review, Spring 2020. | “Low
Status, “Old Boyfriend Prison Status,”
“Panty Status,” “Crone Status,” and
“Academician Abecedarian Status,”
in American Poetry Review, January/
February 2020.

AB Brown (Theater and Dance), “A
circle made by walking,” in The Brooklyn
Rail, March 2020.
Jen Coane (Psychology), Grace
Arnold ’17, Kimberly Bourne ’16, and
Sarah Boland ’17, “Reading the news
on Twitter: Source and item memory
for social media in younger and older
adults,” in Cognitive Research: Principles
and Implications, April 2020.
Dan Cohen (Philosophy) coauthor,
“Devil’s Advocates are the Angels
of Argumentation,” in Topoi: Special
Issue on Adversariality, 2020. |
Coauthor, “The attraction of the
ideal has no traction on the real: On
adversariality and roles in argument,”
in Argumentation and Advocacy, 2018.
| “John Stuart Mill and the duty to
argue,” in Rigour and Reason: Essays
in Honour of Hans Vilhelm Hanssen,
Windsor Studies on Argumentation,
2020.
Robert Gastaldo (Geology), “The
base of the Lystrosaurus Assemblage
Zone, Karoo Basin, predates the endPermian marine extinction,” in Nature
Communications, March 2020.
Cheryl Townsend Gilkes (Sociology
and African-American Studies),
“Kneeling to venerate hate: The
meaning of a police killing in
Minnesota,” in Religion News Service,
May 2020.
Gary Green (Art), When Midnight
Comes Around, Stanley / Barker,
May 2020. | The River is Moving/The
Blackbird Must be Flying, L’Artiere
Editions, Bologna, February 2020.
Adam Howard (Education) and Kayla
Freeman ’19, “Teaching difference:
global citizenship education within an
elite single-sex context,” in International
Studies in Sociology of Education,
April 2020. | Coauthor, “Preparing
Democratic Leaders Within a Middle

Eastern Context,” in Kappa Delta Pi
Record, Jan. 23, 2020.
Damon Mayrl (Sociology) coauthor,
“What Do Historical Sociologists
Do All Day? Analytic Architectures
in Historical Sociology,” in American
Journal of Sociology, March 2020.
Loren McClenachan (Environmental
Studies) coauthor, “Use of historical
data to assess changes in the
vulnerability of sharks,” in Fisheries
Research, June 2020. | With Peter
Brown ’20, Mariel Ferragamo ’20,
and Melody Larson ’20, “Youth
perceptions of climate change and
climate action in Waterville, Maine,” in
Spire, the Maine Journal of Conservation
and Sustainability, April 3, 2020. | With
Madeline Greene ’20, Mae Sefransky
’20, and Christopher Wang ’20,
“Diversifying Maine’s coastal economy:
A transition from lobster fishing to
kelp aquaculture?” in Spire, the Maine
Journal of Conservation and Sustainability,
March 19, 2020.
Leticia Mercado (Spanish), “Cernuda
y Caro ante las ruinas,” in e-Humanista:
Journal of Iberian Studies, Volume 44,
2020. | “Bocángel’s Silva ‘El Retrato’:
A Textual Trojan Horse?” in Imago:
Revista de Emblemática y Cultura Visual,
Volume 11, 2019.
Luis Millones Figueroa (Spanish),
book chapter: “European and
Indigenous Knowledge in Bernabe
Cobo’s Historia del Nuevo Mundo,” in
Translating Nature. A Transcultural
History of Early Modern Science in the
Atlantic World, Philadelphia: University
of Pennsylvania Press, 2019.
Christopher M. Moore (Biology)
coauthor, “Fast and slow advances
toward a deeper integration of theory
and empiricism,” in Theoretical Ecology,
Issue 13, 2020.
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|
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James Siodla (Economics), “Debt and
taxes: Fiscal strain and US city budgets
during the Great Depression,” in
Explorations in Economic History, Volume
76, April 2020.

Bretton White (Spanish), Staging
Discomfort: Performance and Queerness
in Contemporary Cuba, University Press
Florida, June 2020.

twitter.com/colbycollege

Stacy-ann Robinson (Environmental
Studies), “Climate change adaptation
in SIDS: A systematic review of the
literature pre and post the IPCC
Fifth Assessment Report,” in Wiley
Interdisciplinary Reviews (WIREs):
Climate Change, May 2020. |
“Action Research to Enhance InterOrganisational Coordination of
Climate Change Adaptation in the
Pacific,” in Challenges, May 2020.
| Coauthor, “Transformational
Adaptation in Least Developed
Countries: Does Expanded Stakeholder
Participation Make a Difference?” in

Scott Taylor (Mathematics),
“Distortion and the bridge distance of
knots,” in Journal of Topology, March 18,
2020.

|

Véronique Plesch (Art) and David
Freidenreich (Jewish Studies),
“‘What is That to Us?’: The Eucharistic
Liturgy and the Enemies of Christ in
the Beam of the Passion,” in Studies in
Iconography 41, 104–130, 2020.

Erin Sheets (Psychology)
coauthor, “Daily interpersonal and
noninterpersonal stress reactivity in
current and remitted depression,”
in Cognitive Therapy and Research,
March 23, 2020. | With Nathan
Huebschmann ’19, “The right
mindset: Stress mindset moderates the
association between perceived stress
and depressive symptoms,” in Anxiety,
Stress, & Coping, March 2020.

Debra Spark (Creative Writing),
“Writing in a Time of Disaster,” in
Writers’ Chronicle, Summer 2020.

facebook.com/colbycollege

Véronique Plesch (Art), Introduction
and “Amanda Lilleston,” in Maine Arts
Journal: UMVA Quarterly, Macro/
Micro issue, Spring 2020.

Raffael Scheck (History), “Western
Prisoners of War Tried by Court
Martial for Insults to the Führer and
Criticism of Nazi Germany,” in Journal
of Contemporary History, April 27, 2020.

|

Charles Orzech (Religious Studies,
Art), Museums of World Religions:
Displaying the Divine, Shaping
Cultures, Bloomsbury, May 2020.

Anita Savo (Spanish) coeditor,
introduction, edition, and translation
of Juan Manuel’s “Prólogo general” and
exemplum 11 of El conde Lucanor in
Open Iberia/América Online Anthology,
ed. Sol Miguel Prendes and David
Wacks, 2020.

properties of the Dutch adaptation
and first evidence for the discriminant
predictive validity of the facet scales,”
in Journal of Personality Assessment, 3,
2020. | Coauthor, “Slovak adaptation
of the Big Five Inventory (BFI-2):
Psychometric properties and initial
validation,” in Studia Psychologica, 62,
2020. | Coauthor, “Validation of the
short and extra-short forms of the Big
Five Inventory-2 (BFI-2) and their
German adaptations,” in European
Journal of Psychological Assessment, 36,
2020. | Coauthor, “Measurement
invariance and sex and age differences
of the Big Five Inventory-2: Evidence
from the Russian version,” in
Assessment, 27, 2020. | Coauthor, “Will
the coronavirus make conservatives
love government spending?” in the
Washington Post, April 15, 2020.

colby.edu

Lindsey Novak (Economics),
“Persistent Norms and Tipping Points:
The Case of Female Genital Cutting,”
in Journal of Economic Behavior &
Organization, August 2020.

Sustainability, Feb. 22, 2020. | With
Caroline Wren ’20, “Geographies
of vulnerability: a research note on
human system adaptations to climate
change in the Caribbean,” Geografisk
Tidsskrift-Danish Journal of Geography,
Feb. 27, 2020. | With Cindy Nguyen
’20, “Differential climate change
impacts and adaptation responses in the
Caribbean Lesser Antilles” in Caribbean
Geography.
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Suegene Noh (Biology) coauthor,
“Endosymbiotic adaptations in three
new bacterial species associated
with Dictyostelium discoideum:
Paraburkholderia agricolaris sp. nov.,
Paraburkholderia hayleyella sp. nov., and
Paraburkholderia bonniea sp. Nov,” in
PeerJ, May 2020. | Coauthor, “Wild
Dictyostelium discoideum social amoebae
show plastic responses to the presence
of nonrelatives during multicellular
development,” in Ecology and Evolution,
February 2020.

Scott Simon (International
Relations), “The Middle East: Trump
Blunders In,” in New York Review of
Books, Feb. 13, 2020.
Christopher Soto (Psychology)
coauthor, “The Big Five Inventory–2
(BFI-2): Replication of psychometric
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WILL JOHNSON BLAZES A TRAIL

COLBY |

PATHFINDER

|

Varsity men’s soccer practice is about to begin.

|
instagram.com/colbycollege

Johnson has been showing up since before his first year at Colby
began, joining first-year recruits for preseason, getting to know the
veteran players on the team as well. He was a recruit of sorts himself,
first meeting with Seabrook as a high school senior bound for Colby.
The coach met the Johnson family on campus, learning about Will
Johnson’s experience with the soccer team at Medfield (Mass.) High
School. Seabrook was impressed by Johnson’s seriousness, his soccer
knowledge, his questions about what technology Colby used for
breaking down games.

twitter.com/colbycollege

Listening closely as Coach Ewan Seabrook delivers instruction to his
forwards, Johnson is very cautiously optimistic. “We’ve worked hard
enough,” he said, “but it’s all about how you show up on that day.”

|

It’s early in the 2019 season, and Colby, the reigning NESCAC
champion, has just come off a 3-0 win over Thomas College. The team
works on situational drills, three-on-two breaks, hoping to hone the
offense for the upcoming game against Connecticut College.

facebook.com/colbycollege

Early September, a Tuesday, 6:40 a.m. Mist rises over the treeline
along Messalonskee Stream as the sun begins to appear over the
horizon. The campus is quiet until a door on the ground floor of
Treworgy Hall bangs open and Will Johnson ’22 hustles outside and
heads for the practice fields.

And in case the coach was on the fence about taking Johnson on, his
mother, Heidi (Lombard) Johnson ’89, made a promise. “Coach, I’m
telling you now,” she said. “He will change your team.”
Which is exactly what Will Johnson did.
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will play in the World Cup next year.
Johnson, a tenacious defender, said, “I
could have tried out, but I didn’t want to
complicate college more.”
And yes, for Johnson Colby is
complicated. But he does his best to make
it seem no more of a challenge than it is
for anyone else.
Bearded, blonde, with pale blue eyes
often showing from under a hoodie,
Johnson has spent almost two years
navigating Mayflower Hill in his power
wheelchair, studying computer science
and math, pulling all-nighters, going to
soccer practice, forging close friendships
and video-gaming rivalries.
“I like to give him a little stick,” said
Matty Morin ’22, a soccer player and
Johnson’s close friend and roommate.
“Mario Kart, he’s just really good. I’m a
little better at FIFA.”

Will Johnson ’22 with teammates before practice during the fall 2019 season. The championship team relied on what
they call “Will power” for inspiration.

C
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hanged the team. Changed the
lives of his teammates, now
his closest friends. Changed
Colby as its first student
in a power wheelchair. Changed the
aspirations of others, including those
who, like Johnson, have spinal muscular
atrophy (SMA), a genetic disorder. And
he paved the way for the next student
whose mobility won’t stand in the way of
a Colby education.
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brother, Matt, gets it. “He doesn’t want
to talk about this anymore,” he said. “He
lives this. I get the benefit of it being just
a story I get to tell. … He has to live it
every day, and he doesn’t have a choice.
That is his life.”

“It’s got to be a kid who is okay with
going with the cold,” Johnson said,
flashing the wry sense of humor that can
slip past people until they start paying
attention.

And certainly, Will Johnson doesn’t
want to talk about his profound and even
life-changing effect on other people—his
friends, his teammates, his coach, his
family. In the words of Matt Johnson, “he
puts everything in a grander perspective,
and problems seem much smaller and
easier to deal with. He’s taught me a lot
about that. Forgiveness, patience, and
bigger perspective.”

He’s aware that he’s breaking new
ground and agreed to do this story only
for that reason. Even so, Johnson is an
understated pioneer. “I’m happy if they
think it couldn’t happen, but now I’m
here,” he said. “There is a kid [at Colby]
in a wheelchair.”

So what does Will Johnson like to talk
about? Sports, the Celtics, the Patriots
after Tom Brady, the Alex Cora cheating
scandal, the future of the MLB vs. the
NBA. (The NBA has superior marketing
and is attracting new and younger fans,
he says.)

But that subject—Will Johnson opening
doors for disabled students to follow—
tends to peter out fast with Johnson
himself. Asked about this reticence, his

Or Johnson will talk Power Soccer,
a competitive league for athletes in
wheelchairs, where two of his teammates
made the U.S. national team and

In short, Will Johnson has been
going about the business of being
a Colby student, which is no small
accomplishment. Said his dad, Tripp
Johnson ’89, “When you’re dealing with
disability, you don’t add snow and salt and
all that to your challenges. … The Colby
thing was always, at some level, a dream.”
How much of a dream? Consider SMA
and the life Will Johnson led before
coming to Mayflower Hill.
He’s the youngest of three children
raised in Medfield, Mass., a leafy
town southeast of Boston. His parents
remember his first hours, when he was
so distraught that nurses brought him to
his mother’s hospital room because his
crying was disturbing the nursery. “He
was just a miserable little infant,” Heidi
Johnson said. “And it got worse from
there.”
The baby was so inconsolable that he had
to be sedated, and when he was weaned
off the meds at four months he began to
have tremors. And yet, his disposition
slowly improved, and he grew into a
cheerful, chatty toddler, his parents said,
“a happy little thing.” But then they
noticed that he seemed to be missing his
physical milestones. He was 17 months
old when doctors confirmed that though
he was verbally advanced and active, Will
Johnson had SMA.

The prognosis? “They said many make it
to their teens,” Tripp Johnson said.

COLBY |

A genetic disease, SMA prevents muscles
from receiving signals from nerves in the
spinal cord. The muscles atrophy, with
those closer to the center of the body
affected most. In Johnson’s case, that
weakening of his core eventually caused
scoliosis, which required that he wear a
body brace, then, in middle school, to have
his spine fused. He went from propelling
himself with a standing wheelchair to a
sitting power wheelchair. “This isn’t the
life we expected,” Heidi Johnson said, “but
it’s the life we were given.”

colby.edu
|

It wasn’t just for her brother. The campus
is used for summer conferences that are
sometimes attended by someone who
uses a wheelchair. Others attend sports
or cultural events. Relatives want to visit
a student; alumni return for reunion.
Her senior fall, when she was finished
with other tasks, like drawings for
building projects, Abby Johnson walked
the pathways, noted the doorways to
buildings.
The result was a color-coded map of the
campus. Red for paths that should be

repaired. Yellow for pathways that should
be watched. Blue meant a walkway that
was in bad shape but wouldn’t be needed
because it led to stairs or some other
obstacle to a person in a wheelchair or
on crutches. “I definitely have had more
exposure to what William can and can’t
use safely, growing up with him and
seeing when he flips his chair and when
he doesn’t,” she said.
A mathematics and physics double major,
Abby Johnson went on to receive a master’s
degree in structural engineering from
Stanford University and is now a structural
engineer with the international structural
and civil engineering firm Magnusson
Klemencic Associates in Seattle. She says
her analysis showed that, yes, accessibility

instagram.com/colbycollege

With her brother considering applying
to Colby, Johnson’s study became
more than an academic exercise. At the
direction of her bosses, Abby Johnson
began to do a thorough analysis of the
campus and its accessibility. She walked
all of the footpaths and ranked them
in terms of their condition and which
should receive priority.

|

In the meantime, Abby Johnson ’18, four
years older, had enrolled at her parents’
alma mater. Interested in architecture
and engineering, she heard from a
basketball teammate that the Physical
Plant Department had an opening for a
student to work with project managers
there. She got the job and went on to
work at PPD for three years, including
a summer. And during that time, an
idea started to percolate in the Johnson
family: What would it take to get Will to
Colby, like his siblings?

A lot, it turned out. But nothing,
Abby Johnson decided, that was
insurmountable. “I started walking the
campus with more purpose,” she said,
“looking at a sidewalk and thinking, is
that something that William could use
safely? … Is that something a wheelchair
could do?”

twitter.com/colbycollege

As his parents threw themselves into
fundraising for SMA research, their
son followed the path set by his older
siblings, Abby and Matt. Both highachieving students, the elder Johnsons
were also talented athletes—Abby in
basketball and Matt in soccer. Their
younger brother was also focused on
academics and, while unable to play
school sports, was a rabid Boston sports
fan—Celtics, Patriots, Red Sox—and
took on the job of managing sports teams
in high school.

Associate Professor of Mathematics and
Statistics George Welch, above, works a problem
during class as students, including Will Johnson
’22, listen. At right, Johnson shares a moment
with friends in the Davis Science Center.

|

He attended public school in Medfield,
where his engaging good cheer made
him a local personality. When he was
in kindergarten, the television show
Extreme Makeover: Home Edition built the
family a new house, complete with a fully
accessible backyard replica of Fenway
Park—and a follow-up visit from thenRed Sox ace Curt Schilling. The family
recalls that Johnson’s kindergarten
teacher advised his parents that their son
might be enjoying his celebrity too much.
“Little five-year-old,” Will Johnson
recalled with a grin, “drunk with power.”

facebook.com/colbycollege

And for Will Johnson, that life went on.
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should have been more of a consideration
when the campus was being designed, that
some aspects were flat out done poorly,
including door opener buttons placed so
that they were inaccessible to someone in a
wheelchair. But on the plus side, “it would
take effort, but not massive amounts of
effort, to just make things so much more
accessible for people.”
And one of those people would be her
brother.

being accepted. “He’s found an incredible
community here,” he said, “and I could
not be happier for him and could not be
happier that it all worked out the way
it did.”
That community began forming before
orientation, when Will Johnson joined
other first-years at soccer preseason
camp, and their first impression was
that this team manager was on task. “I

minutes, he was super happy for me, super
pumped. I think I played like two minutes
at the end of the Tufts game [in the
NESCAC playoffs] and he was so hyped.”
Said Morin, “The fitness test, or
whatever it was, it was always, ‘You got
this.’” And afterward? “High-fives. He’s
like, ‘I’m proud of you.’”

Will Johnson had been along for the ride
when his parents visited first his sister,
then his brother, Matt Johnson ’20, who
graduated this spring. Will also stayed
in dorms with his siblings, and with that
experience, Mayflower Hill seemed like a
real possibility.
It became a reality when he was accepted,
kicking off discussions with President
David Greene, Assistant Vice President
for Facilities and Campus Planning
Mina Amundsen, and Associate Director
of Access and Disability Services Kate
McLaughlin, among others. A first-floor
suite in Treworgy was renovated to make
it fully accessible. Arrangements were also
made to provide a rotation of personal
care attendants (PCA) who were drawn
from the student community. “We went
through an interview process and picked
the ones that we felt great about, and they
proved us right,” Heidi Johnson said.
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Helping fill out the PCA rotation was
Matt Johnson, who was 13 when he
started helping out with his brother while
his mother recovered from shoulder
surgery. He said he was excited about the
possibility of Will coming to Colby, but
admits being conflicted because he’d had
two years away from the responsibility.
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“I think a large part of my anxiety that I
didn’t necessarily articulate particularly
well to myself was the idea that he
wouldn’t necessarily find a place here,”
Matt Johnson said. “I was certainly
worried about that. And I think that
made me try to rationalize why he
shouldn’t come here—this school is not
that accessible, and people will look at
him funny because he’s the only one in a
wheelchair.”
He said he was only partly right about
Mayflower Hill’s accessibility, and
entirely wrong about his brother not

Will Johnson ’22 cheers the team on at the Oct. 5 Homecoming game against Williams College in his
role as soccer team manager. He is responsible for “tagging” the action on the field to allow for later
review by coaches and players.

remember that Will was already in the
flow of things,” said Dexter Kalderon
’22, a first-year walk-on. “He’s the team
manager, and he has responsibilities.
We only knew the business side, not the
personal Will.”
But it wasn’t long before the personal
Will emerged.
As Johnson “tagged” game action on an
iPad from his wheelchair on the sidelines,
noting key moments, he was also aware of
the players who were watching the game
beside him—and weren’t on the pitch.
“I rode the bench for a very long time,”
Kalderon said. “After I did start to get

That supportive attitude was contagious,
and it was a crucial part of a special
team chemistry that built as the season
progressed—and would lead to one of
the most remarkable playoff runs in
NESCAC history.
Jeff Rosenberg ’19, a senior captain,
said he noticed early on how Johnson
had helped bond the big group of firstyear players. But it wasn’t all high-fives.
Rosenberg recalled Johnson weighing in
at team meetings, telling the group, “You
guys aren’t working hard enough, and I’m
disappointed in you.”

COLBY |
colby.edu
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Beyond physical access, beyond individual accommodation, is
a paradigm shift where communities recognize that inclusion
isn’t about benevolence on the part of the able-bodied
majority, that inclusion isn’t something “given” to someone
with disability.
“That’s echoing myths,” McLaughlin said. “That’s not echoing a
stance of ‘we want people with disabilities.’ And we recognize
that as they come, and as we encourage them, they will impact
our campus in multiple ways for the better.”

And moving forward should benefit students with disabilities
after they leave Mayflower Hill.
“I want them to leave knowing that their experience with their
disability … is a source of unique knowledge that enables
them to have a perspective in their careers,” McLaughlin said,
“that adds to the field wherever they go. That is not something
that everybody has. It’s a value added.”
She emphasized that changing perspectives at Colby, or
anywhere else, is a process, one in which students like
Johnson can push the conversation but not bring it to a
conclusion. “There is no silver bullet,” she said. “That’s not the
world we live in.”

instagram.com/colbycollege

But the process is an ongoing one, she says, one that requires
a community to see past the temptation to think that once
buildings are accessible, the job is done.

|

“People now have a face and a name and a person
associated with disability,” McLaughlin said. “That has brought
considerations around ability and access to the forefront in a
way that I don’t think would have been had he not been here.”

“I think people want to have those conversations,” McLaughlin
said. “How do we as a community think about this? Where are
we moving forward?”

twitter.com/colbycollege

Johnson is one of hundreds of students at Colby with a
disability, ranging from learning issues to chronic illnesses.
But Johnson is the most visible disabled student on campus
and as such, says Associate Director of Access and Disability
Services Kate McLaughlin, drives the conversation by
his presence.

At Colby, the students with documented disabilities often
require accommodations, she said. Her office works with
faculty teams around disability, and with the College’s Center
for Teaching and Learning. Students also have organized to
advocate for greater awareness of disabilities and disabled
students’ right to access to education.

|

Will Johnson is not alone.

facebook.com/colbycollege

JOHNSON BRINGS DISABILITY TO THE FOREFRONT AT COLBY
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Johnson led by example, as someone
for whom every day was hard work,
from start to finish. “We can look at the
example of this kid who has defied the
odds,” Rosenberg said. “And his attitude
that he brings every day is infectious. It
gave us the gasoline to keep on it. That
was absolutely a big part of our season.”
He recalled a hard-fought overtime loss to
Tufts in the first conference match-up of
the season, when Coach Ewan Seabrook
stood up to give the team a post-game pep
talk. “He said, ‘We have something that

was a culture built on resilience and
determination to overcome adversity.
There was adversity. The Mules were
3-5-2 in NESCAC, barely making the
playoffs as the eight seed. They went
on to march through the playoffs,
winning two games in overtime on
penalty kicks. In those games, Matt
Johnson was sent in to goal for the PKs,
defeating number-one seed Tufts, and
making another clutch game-ending save
against Williams to win the NESCAC
championship—and send Colby to the
NCAA tournament for the second time
in nearly 60 years.

Johnson serves as a role model, for sure.
Seabrook said his Will Johnson-life
lesson is “no complaining, no whining.”
Morin, Kalderon, and Nick Lemire ’22—
Johnson’s buddies and floormates in
Treworgy—all point to Johnson’s
optimism, perseverance, and courage,
and their own privilege. The opportunity
to know Johnson “changes your whole
perspective,” Kalderon said.
They’ve come to know Johnson as an
athlete in his own right, as a player on
a Boston-based Power Soccer team, the
PRHC Chariots, in the United States
Power Soccer Association premier

Above, Johnson, Jake Guntherman ’22, Matty
Morin ’22, and Dexter Kalderon ’22 play the video
game Mario Kart in his room in Treworgy. At right,
Johnson jousts for the ball in a game with the PHRC
Chariots, a Massachusetts-based Power Soccer team.

these other teams don’t have.’ We
thought he was going to say toughness
or something but he said, ‘We have Will
power.’ And he pointed at Will. That
wasn’t the last time. We used the term
‘Will power’ over and over again.”
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The team incorporated their manager
into its pre-game warm-ups, bouncing
passes off of his power wheelchair at the
center of the field as Johnson surveyed
the drills—not the first time “Will
power” had motivated a team.
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Matt Johnson, a goalkeeper on the 2018
team, had experienced it in high school,
and Seabrook said he couldn’t help
but smile when he thought of the two
brothers reuniting on the Colby soccer
pitch. But college athletics is about more
than feel-good moments, and what Will
Johnson helped bring to the team

Seabrook said he’d heard from Assistant
Coach Tim Stanton that Matt Johnson
had drilled for hours on penalty kicks
prior to high school playoffs. After
Johnson came through in the clutch at
the NESCAC championships, Seabrook
said he asked Will Johnson why he’d never
mentioned his brother’s specialty. “He said
something to the effect of, ‘Coach, I’m not
going to do your job for you.’”
And smiled.
Will Johnson’s task in the historic
season was to prepare game video that
is essential to giving timely feedback
to players. His contribution to team
culture was a bonus. “That was special,”
Seabrook said. “It wouldn’t have been the
same without Will. No question.”

conference. When the team played
at Colby last year against teams from
the University of New Hampshire and
Montreal, his Colby teammates turned
out and were impressed with Johnson’s
ability as a defender and his skill at spinkicks, whipping his chair to propel the
ball. “He’s good,” Morin said proudly.
“Very good.”
The room at Treworgy is a hub and
hangout for a group of friends, a place
to take study breaks with Mario Kart
and FIFA. It’s Johnson who sometimes
reads the group’s term papers, his
friends said—and often sends drafts back
for more work. “We studied calculus
together a lot,” said Lemire. “Honestly,
he probably pulled me through that
course a little bit.”

But as the conversation continues,
Johnson’s friends tend to arrive at the
same conclusion. “At the end of the day,
he’s just another student here,” Lemire
said, “another one of our friends, part of
our soccer family. The better you get to
know him, the less and less you even see
the wheelchair aspect of things.”

After leaving Colby in March, Johnson
had another infusion of Spinraza,
and reported from home that he was
continuing to see progress “bit by bit.” It
was a bright spot in the midst of a lot of
uncertainty, especially being quarantined
in a state that has been an epicenter for
COVID-19. For Johnson, the end of the
pandemic would be a very good thing.

In fact, Johnson is so “in there with
everybody else” that Welch wondered
why anyone was asking about Johnson
at all. “From my point of view, the real
story is that there’s not that much of a
story,” he said. “He makes sure that he is
able to do and does what he needs to do. I
do understand that involves a fair amount
of doing.”
That it does.

That morning in the Spa, the one after
the video-game design glitch all-nighter,
Johnson apologized but said he had to
go so he could tend to that project. “If it
works, I’ll come back and talk to you,” he
said. “Probably have a whole new outlook
on life.”
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The converse is true, of course, that
Johnson is strong in ways that his peers
likely will never experience. They talk

Also on his list last year were
linear algebra, anthropology, and
macroeconomics, juggling academics and
his social life. “I’ll admit, sometimes I
think I go a bit too much on the fun side.
Other times, I’ve gone too much on the
academic side, staying up all night doing
work. But I’m trying,” he said. Flashing
a smile, he added, “I promise by senior
year, I will find the balance.”

Achieving that much was complicated,
but no more than coming to Colby in the
first place. And he has that process down
at, at least as much as anyone else.

|

Morin said he felt funny being paid
to help a friend and thought he’d just
use the money to pay for takeout for
the group once a week. Both friends
said the experience—knowing Johnson
needs help putting his iPad and laptop
in his backpack, or to put on a jacket—
has taught them that they take the
convenience in their own lives for
granted. “He’s way tougher than the rest
of us,” Kalderon said. “I’ll see him in a
T-shirt and I have a coat on and I’m like,
‘Dude, you sure don’t need a jacket?’ He’s
like, ‘Nah. You’re weak.’”

We met in the Spa, and he was usually
early. The last time was at the end of
January, and Johnson apologized for
being tired. He’d been up all night trying
to make last-minute fixes to the Python
code for a video game he and other
students had designed for a Computer
Science Jan Plan. They weren’t done.
“It’ll probably work,” he said, “but I don’t
know. We have a list of things to do.”

In a perfect world, his life would have
returned to normal this semester.
Johnson would have reported with the
rest of the soccer team for pre-season in
August. That didn’t happen, but Johnson
is back on campus and in the company
of friends.

twitter.com/colbycollege

“I didn’t know it was paid until I’d
already committed,” Kalderon said. “I
thought it was just something one person
did for a week for free, and then it was
somebody else’s turn.”

And it’s that “wheelchair aspect of
things” that Johnson himself has the least
desire to talk about.

|

While other students may roll out of
bed 10 minutes before class, for Johnson
that’s a process, as it is when the day ends
and it’s time to turn in. He’s dependent
on a rotation of PCAs that this past
year turned out to be his brother, Matt,
and other students, including soccer
buddies, Morin, Kalderon, and others.
They underwent training for the paid
position—not that they think of it
that way.

“At the end of the day, he’s just another student here,”
Lemire said, “another one of our friends, part of our soccer
family. The better you get to know him, the less and less
you even see the wheelchair aspect of things.”

facebook.com/colbycollege

“He’s a good math student,” Welch said.
“He’s right in there with everybody else.”

“It’s been going really well,” he said. “Little
differences here and there, feeling not as
fatigued. Ability to do more. I feel like I
have more control of my hands, I can reach
farther. I can open Ziploc bags now.”

|

Spinraza that is pumped into his spine
through a port on his back. He said he
didn’t have high expectations and has been
very pleasantly surprised by the change.

colby.edu

about having their eyes opened to the
privilege they enjoy as able-bodied people.
“My whole experience [at Colby] would be
entirely different if not for him,” Kalderon
said. “Much of my time is spent with
him—at parties, at games, hanging out in
classes. You see things in a different light.
It changes your whole perspective. You
go out and you’re like, ‘Wow, that place is
completely inaccessible.’”

COLBY |

In the Mathematics and Statistics
Department, Associate Professor George
Welch said Johnson is organized and
punctual, driving his chair into a spot in
the front of the classroom. Welch, who
has taught at Colby for 30 years, said he
makes a PDA version of tests and quizzes
and sends them to Johnson, who opens
them in his iPad, writes his answers on
the screen, and shares them back.

Not that there was anything wrong
with the old outlook. If this story is any
indication, there’s nothing wrong with
his outlook at all.

Staying up all night can be an issue for
Johnson, for whom getting physically
run down could lead to an illness that
could cause complications. He’s two years
into treatment with a medication called
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For Stacy-ann Robinson, it’s personal.
Robinson grew up in Jamaica and has seen the destruction levied on the
island by extreme storms. A human geographer and assistant professor
of environmental studies at Colby, Robinson has also seen firsthand the
challenges faced by Jamaica and places like it as they try to obtain resources
needed to cope with the brunt of climate change.
The result is a body of global research that explores the bureaucratic and
institutionalized obstacles faced by Small Island Developing States (SIDS)
as they try to work with the biggest funders of climate change mitigation,
adaptation, and research.
“One of the themes that underpin my work is justice,” Robinson said.
“Sometimes it’s not explicit. But when I’m thinking about my work, I’m
thinking, how can I connect these dots?”
She connects those dots in a continuous stream of scholarly papers and takes
pride in bringing what she describes as “an authentic voice” to her research.

Justice for Islands
that Suffer Most
Stacy-ann Robinson
By Gerry Boyle ’78

That voice was honed by experience working in Jamaica’s Foreign Affairs
Ministry. “It became very obvious to me that there was a need for more
research, that many of the Small Island Developing States needed that
support from academic research, from policy research that could strengthen
their negotiating positions,” she said.
She emerged as a scholar in what she calls a niche area, but one that is taking
on increased importance as the climate changes. “While climate science is
improving in terms of modeling and just how much information is out there
on climate impacts, generally the focus on small islands has not kept pace,”
Robinson said. She is sharpening that focus with interdisciplinary research
that centers on the human, social, and policy dimensions of climate change
adaptation in SIDS.
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And with her roots in foreign service, she wants answers, not research for the
sake of research alone. She converts complex papers into three or four bulletpointed policy recommendations, which she circulates. Her papers have been
carefully considered by agencies like the Green Climate Fund and the World
Bank, among others.
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She was also invited to be a contributing author for a (Small Islands)
working group’s contribution to the Sixth Assessment Report of the
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change.
Robinson continues to work to bring broad attention to the injustices that
are rampant in the ways SIDS bear the brunt of a problem that is not of their
own making. “Maybe we’re not at the stage to correct it,” Robinson said, “but
we should shed light on it. … Like, hey, there is a problem over here. This
house is on fire.”
For more on Stacy-ann Robinson’s work go to colby.edu/climate.
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In Africa, Using Nature
to Protect Nature

|

Matt Brown ’92
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By Christina Nunez
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Africa is a land of opportunity when it comes to this
approach. Home to a fifth of the world’s tropical forests and
one of the world’s largest freshwater lakes, Lake Tanganyika,
its resources are invaluable and under increasing pressure
from a growing population of more than one billion—and
also from climate change.
In northern Tanzania, for example, the Maasai people and
their livestock depend on grassland increasingly sought for
conversion to farms and settlements. In dry years, which

Last year, the effort in northern Tanzania secured 370,000
acres across 51 easements. “We’re creating an ecological
system that maintains its integrity by solving the immediate
need of local people,” Brown said.
Other efforts in Africa include supporting better fisheries
management and conserving forests. With every project,
the challenge is to ensure the benefits can be scaled up
and maintained with stable financing. “The international
conservation field is littered with projects that have stopped
the minute the funding stops,” Brown said. “We’re very
focused on being able to walk away while sustaining tangible,
lasting outcomes.
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His work centers on the idea that we must nurture the green
“infrastructure” we already have, such as storm-buffering
coral reefs and forests that store carbon. The impact could
be sizable: these natural climate solutions could deliver about
a third of the carbon emissions cuts needed by 2030 to avoid
warming beyond the internationally agreed 2°C target,
according to The Nature Conservancy’s research.

Working with partner organizations on the ground, The
Nature Conservancy is helping various communities create
grass banks where no farming, fencing, or settlement
is allowed, keeping the land open for both livestock
and wildlife.

|

“I just got Africa deeply in my blood,” Brown said. Today, he
leads The Nature Conservancy’s conservation efforts across
nine countries on the continent, with a focus on helping local
communities protect and restore natural resources, including
forests, rivers, and grasslands.

are becoming more frequent as the planet warms, precious
grazing land becomes a source of conflict and tension.
“In the Western world, everybody has some financial
savings,” Brown said. “If you’re a pastoralist living on the
landscape in Tanzania, you’ve got your cattle—that’s your
savings account.”

twitter.com/colbycollege

Fresh out of Colby in 1992, Matt Brown joined the Peace
Corps. His assignment—tending a tree nursery in Ghana—
set him on a lifelong path. After two and a half years of
volunteer service growing trees, Brown spent another nine
months biking 3,000 miles across the African continent. He
loved the diversity, the wonder of its massive ecosystems, the
warm and resilient people.

“I believe in a future that is prosperous for Africa,” he said.
“My four years on Mayflower Hill really prepared me to do
this job that I love, and to feel like I’m having a big impact
on Earth.”
For more on Matt Brown’s work go to colby.edu/climate.
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A Molecular Chess Game
At Yale’s Newhouse Group, award-winning organic
chemist Timothy Newhouse ’05 leads a team that
makes new molecules with big implications
By Christina Nunez

For many undergraduate students, organic chemistry class
is a brain-busting hurdle to be crossed on the journey to
medical school. But for some, the challenge opens up an
entirely new path. Timothy Newhouse ’05 fell into the latter
category while at Colby, and since graduating in 2005 he has
rapidly gained renown and prominence in the field.
His research lab at Yale University, Newhouse Group, is
pioneering the synthesis of natural molecules that lie at the
heart of human biological functions and potential medicines.
Earlier this year he received the American Chemical
Society's Arthur C. Cope Scholar Early Career Award—
the latest of many accolades.
At Yale, Newhouse leads a group of mostly graduate and
postdoctoral researchers in making small, complex molecules
that have been isolated from natural sources so that they can
be engineered for medicine. Some of them are neurologically
active compounds that play a role in diseases such as
Alzheimer's or Parkinson's; others could be useful in treating
cancer or diabetes. To synthesize such molecules, researchers
must successfully predict and then carry out a series of
chemical reactions.
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“In many ways it’s like a chess game, where one needs to plan
out a series of maneuvers ahead of time and then react to the
information that one obtains,” Newhouse said.
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Sometimes, like an unanticipated checkmate from an
opponent, a late step in the synthesis process fails after
months or years of work. To counter this risk, Newhouse’s
lab uses computational chemistry, performing calculations
ahead of time to help identify likely pathways to success.
“It’s much faster to make a prediction than it is to do the
experiment,” he said. Computational chemistry—specifically,
a modeling method called density functional theory—

recently helped Newhouse and colleagues synthesize a
cancer-fighting molecule called paspaline A in nine steps
rather than the 25 steps needed in other experiments. The
team is now working on ways to integrate machine learning,
which involves training a computer to use what is known
about certain molecules and reactions to spot potential
synthesis pathways.
Newhouse liked chemistry in high school, but he didn't have
a specific career path in mind when he enrolled at Colby.
He grew up moving among small towns and rural areas of
New Hampshire, Massachusetts, and Maine, a Boy Scout
who spent a good part of his childhood outside. At Colby, he
competed on the Woodmen’s Team when he wasn't studying.
“Growing up in an economically disadvantaged community,
one doesn't have a whole lot of opportunity,” Newhouse said,
and that changed when he went to college. “Being at Colby,
there was a huge amount of possibility.”
He took an accelerated general chemistry course with
Whitney King, the Dr. Frank and Theodora Miselis
Professor of Chemistry, who encouraged students to conduct
their own research—an unexpected and welcome option for
Newhouse. An organic chemistry class with Professor of
Chemistry Das Thamattoor led him to join Thamattoor’s
lab, conducting his honors research on syntheses of highly
reactive compounds.
“It was doing experimental research as an undergraduate that
was transformative for me,” Newhouse said. “I began to love
not just organic chemistry, but the whole process of running
reactions, generating hypotheses, and being able to test those
hypotheses with an experiment.”
Thamattoor remembers how Newhouse thrived in the
notoriously difficult organic chemistry field. "It's almost an
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After Colby, Newhouse took a year to work at a free health
clinic in New Orleans, helping to fill a gap in care left after
Hurricane Katrina. He wanted to have more life experience
and to have an impact in healthcare, but his time in New
Orleans was no detour: by then, he was already set on
pursuing organic chemistry. During that year, he also taught
high school chemistry at United World College of the
Adriatic in Italy, which cemented his desire to teach. He went
on to earn his doctorate at the Scripps Research Institute and
spent three years as a postdoctoral research fellow at Harvard
University before starting at Yale in 2013.

The Cope Award comes with an unrestricted $150,000
in funding for research. Newhouse doesn't yet know how
the funds will be directed, but he does know that he wants
to keep advancing the combination of organic synthesis
and computational chemistry to accelerate discoveries. He
noted the funding is important for “high-risk, high-reward
projects” that federal funding agencies aren't typically able
to support.

As a teacher, he thinks all the time about the challenges of
getting people to love organic chemistry rather than fearing
it. To him, organic chemistry is an appealing mix of scientific
logic and visual problems that require a certain creativity
to solve.
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“Eventually one can direct them to have the epiphany that
they were trying to have.”
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unteachable quality, his ability to see things that most people
wouldn't right off the bat," Thamattoor said.

His former professor and mentor is excited to see the
direction Newhouse’s research is taking. “He has just really
blossomed as a chemist,” Thamattoor said. And when
Newhouse came back to campus for a visit a few years ago,
Thamattoor offered him a turn teaching a session of the
same organic chemistry course he had taken as an undergrad:
“I just sat in the back with a camera, puffing out my chest.”

“I really love seeing and facilitating that ‘a-ha’ moment when
someone is struggling with a problem,” he said of teaching.
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AWARD-WINNING
PLAYWRIGHT
BESS WELDEN
AMPLIFIES
MARGINALIZED
VOICES
A teaching artist at Colby
sees her recent work
receive national acclaim

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

By Laura Meader
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—Bess Welden
teaching artist
That’s because nonprofit, regional
theater explores big ideas and connects
strongly with communities, said
Welden. It’s theater she’ll remain
tethered to even as her national
reputation grows. Another of her plays,
Death Wings, chronicling the final one
hundred minutes of a grandmother’s
life, was named a Eugene O’Neill
Theater Center 2020 New Play
Conference semi-finalist.
For 30 years, Welden has been
immersed in the theater world,
fascinated by it since childhood,
when she was Lori Weinblatt from
Youngstown, Ohio. She adopted her
stage name between undergraduate
work at Oberlin College and graduate
school at the National Theater
Conservatory in Denver. Bess, after
her grandmother Beatrice, nicknamed

As a young woman herself, Welden
dreamt of becoming an actor, “an
interpretive artist,” she said, “who was
going to create characters and bring to
life other people's work.” In graduate
school, however, she was introduced
to solo performance, and the “doors
of imagination were flung open, …
sparking something big inside of me.”
She created her first solo piece in lieu of
a thesis and became intrigued with the
process. She persisted, continuing to
write and perform her own solo plays,
first in New York and then in Maine.
“I was constantly playing around with
moments that were more narrative and
then moments that were still grounded
in dialogue,” Welden said. “And what
does it mean, as a performer, to be able
to in those moments change characters
in front of the audience and take on
different physicalities and voices and all
that kind of stuff.”

instagram.com/colbycollege

“Bess is not afraid to tackle difficult
subject matters. She’s willing to try
different forms, to experiment,” said
Anita Stewart, executive and artistic

“
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They’re also interesting to Welden,
who thrives on bringing such thoughtprovoking stories to the stage.

As a dramaturge and a feminist, Welden
is committed to exploring “women who
have a lot of flaws and women who feel
complicated and real on stage,” she
said. She creates complex characters
to be embodied primarily by middleaged and older women actors, but also
younger ones.

twitter.com/colbycollege

“She’s telling a story about refugees, but
also about the complicated lives of those
people who are either trying to help
or document,” Bestemen said of Refuge
Malja
. “To an anthropologist, those
stories are really interesting.”

I’m determined to be
part of a movement
amplifying not just
the voices of women
but also other people,
people of color, new
immigrants. Voices that
we don’t normally hear.”

|

A play with an Arabic speaker had
never before been produced at Portland
Stage Company, where Refuge Malja
had its world premiere in 2018 as
part of a Maine statewide initiative
called Making Migration Visible,
co-organized by Catherine Besteman,
Colby’s Francis F. Bartlett and Ruth
K. Bartlett Professor of Anthropology.
The play meshed perfectly with the
initiative because of what Bestemen
called Welden’s nuanced approach to
playwriting.

Creating a new identity rooted in her
ancestry exemplifies Welden’s interest
in family histories, which feature
prominently in her work. Mothers,
for example, are a dominant motif in
Refuge Malja
. In one scene a mother
appears in a dream that mystically
connects all the characters in the play.
This mother is mute. Another mother
is absent. Another is ill. Through these
characters, Welden explores deep
questions like, “Who chooses to be a
mother? What does it mean to mother
someone?”

facebook.com/colbycollege

“I’m determined to be part of a
movement amplifying not just the
voices of women but also other people,
people of color, new immigrants,”
Welden said. “Voices that we don’t
normally hear.”

Stewart’s willingness to stage Refuge
Malja
was gold for Welden. “If you
get a LORT premiere of your play, for
most playwrights that's like a dream,”
Welden said. “People think the dream is
Broadway—but it's not.”
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Welden, a teaching artist at Colby since
2010, pondered this question, developed
it into a script, and birthed the play
Refuge Malja
, named a finalist for
the 2020 National Jewish Playwriting
Contest and Tour. The play explores a
relationship between a Jewish-American
photojournalist and a Syrian refugee,
played by a middle schooler who speaks
Arabic on stage.

Bess. Welden, after a great uncle,
Ben Welden, who played gangsters in
Hollywood movies and TV for nearly
four decades.

colby.edu

Then she wondered: what would happen
if you didn’t?

director at Portland Stage, Northern
New England’s preeminent professional
theater and a member of the League of
Residence Theaters (LORT).
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As playwright Bess Welden followed
stories filed by her sister-in-law,
a photojournalist covering the
2015 migrant crisis in Greece, she
was captivated by a photo of an
unaccompanied minor. She wondered
how anyone could keep an emotional
distance from a child like this.

Over the years, Welden’s scripts have
expanded to include multiple characters,
a growth Stewart has watched unfold
during Welden’s 16-year tenure as an
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affiliated artist at
Portland Stage.
Stewart is struck
by Welden’s use
of symbolism,
mythology, and
animal energy and
by her abilities
as a storyteller.
“She’s really a
maker of work,”
Stewart said.
Welden’s tricks
of the trade?
An insatiable
curiosity and rich
imagination.

“
COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

Bess is not afraid
to tackle difficult
subject matters.
She’s willing to try
different forms, to
experiment.”
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—Anita Stewart
executive and artistic
director at Portland Stage

To her,
playwriting is
“an imaginative
playground, when
you're the person
who's dreaming up the story and
dreaming up the world.”
In her worlds, characters embody
complex emotions. Big questions of
love, family, and memory are voiced.
Poetry and song and dialogue coalesce.
Feminism, multiculturalism, and
Judaism inform plots. Generations
intermingle.
Throughout the playwriting, Welden
remains cognizant of the role other
professionals play in bringing her script
to life. How much stage direction does
she write? How does she avoid being
entirely prescriptive?
“Because the whole exciting thing is
then when a director or designers or
actors start to investigate it,” she said,
“they're bringing in all kinds of other
way-more-brilliant, interesting ideas
than I can even imagine.”
This community-based, creative
process is a juicy reward after the
quiet, solitary work of playwriting.
Theater, Welden said, is grounded in
collaboration, and the extrovert in her
craves the fellowship and community
she finds in workshops, readings, and
production.

It’s also why she’s an educator. Welden
mentors young professionals, and
she’s taught performance and voice
at the college level since the mid-’90s
at Vassar College, the University of
California, Santa Cruz, New York’s
School for Film and Television, and
Colby, where she’s a visiting assistant
professor of theater and dance.
Last fall Welden taught Colby’s
introduction to playwriting course
for the first time, offering students
a process-oriented experience that
involved writing exercises and
opportunities to critique fellow
students’ work. Welden also teaches
combined writing and performing
classes, including the Passion Project, in
which students explore a personal issue,
write their own material, and translate
it into a solo performance.
“Bess brings a dynamic passion to
working with young people,” said
Besteman, who saw the Passion Project
when it came to Portland Stage.
“She brings out the best of people on
the stage … with a deeply intuitive,
interpersonal awareness.”
Welden’s nurturing approach is
essential for students, especially those
new to the form. “So much of what
we're doing in Theater and Dance is
creating an atmosphere where there's
that level of trust and understanding,
where the students are able to take
these big creative risks,” she said.
“That alone can be a life-changing
opportunity.”
Creating opportunities for students,
early-career artists, and even for herself
brings Welden immense satisfaction.
With each new project, with every
collaboration, Welden emerges reborn.
“Practicing theater, being a theater
artist, I believe does save my life,” she
said. “Again and again and again.
“Art gives us the opportunity to really
ask the big questions, to ponder the
imponderable, to get at the core of what
I think it means to be a human on the
planet at this time.”
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Rapid Response CAT-scan machine and

3D printers vital in COVID-19
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By Laura Meader
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His first project was an air filter
cartridge, requested from Central
Maine Healthcare in Lewiston. Using
the micro-CT, Martin scanned the
cartridge and created a full 3D model of
it. “We’re able to replicate the pitch of
the screws and the internal parts where
the filter resides,” Martin said. That way,
technicians can screw the cartridge into
the same place on their existing machine.

At the same time, Martin is immersed
in the original initiative of creating face
shields, which were initially created
using an open-source design approved by
the National Institutes of Health. These
designs change quickly, Martin said, and
the CBB team, as well as others around
the world, have shifted to a design by the
3D printing company Prusa Research in
Prague, Czech Republic.
“It’s called rapid prototyping,” Martin
said, and it involves identifying and
using innovative designs that increase
output and optimize resources. With the
first design, the headpiece for each face
shield took 1-2 hours to print. The Prusa
design, however, allows for printing in
batches of eight in about six hours.

Advice and tips are freely offered by
Martin, who started using 3D printers
almost 10 years ago to create custom
equipment for his biology research that’s
not available commercially, he said. He’s
learned from engineers how to perfect
his creations, and now he’s glad to give
back to his local community while he’s
on sabbatical from teaching.
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Martin brings a resource to the initiative
his colleagues cannot: a micro-CT, a
laboratory-sized CAT-scan machine
that uses x-rays to scan items in three
dimensions, capturing both internal
and external features. Typically used for
scientific research, Colby’s micro-CT is
enabling Martin to try and create items
for which no design currently exists.

The team is also evaluating tests and
models to create air respirator masks
that are comparable to N95 masks but
made of plastic that can be sterilized and
reused with a removable filter. Martin
has reached out to hospitals in Waterville
offering his expertise to design and
create whatever items are needed.

Martin is actively seeking others to
get involved. Greg Drozd, assistant
professor of chemistry, and Amanda
Lilleston, visiting assistant professor of
art, have helped. And Tim Stonesifer, an
instructional technologist who oversees
the 3D printers in Colby’s maker
space Mule Works, is instrumental in
the effort. Two local citizens with 3D
printers of their own also contributed.
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PPE that Martin creates is shipped
to the Kennebec County Emergency
Management Agency.

Martin collaborated with a colleague at
Bates, Andrew Mountcastle, to turn the
3D model into a printable model.
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Martin is part of a network of Colby,
Bates, and Bowdoin (CBB) faculty
and staff collaborating on an initiative
that’s using 3D printers to create and
distribute personal protective equipment
(PPE) for Maine’s first responders, often
low on the priority list for equipment.
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Colby’s Assistant Professor of Biology
Josh Martin is using his expertise and
sophisticated scientific equipment to
create face shields, respirator masks,
and air filter cartridges for local first
responders and hospitals in need of
equipment that is crucial to treating
patients with COVID-19.

“A few of my international colleagues
have gotten ill from the virus, and a few
have died,” he said. But by working with
others, Martin feels a sense of unity. “I
feel a little less useless.”
Readers can contact Josh Martin directly at
jpmartin@colby.edu if they’d like to
get involved.
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Line of
Defense
Lisa Kaplan gives political
campaigns and others ways to
combat online disinformation
By Tom Kertscher
Laura Meader contributed to this story

THREE TIPS FROM LISA KAPLAN TO AVOID
BEING A VICTIM OF DISINFORMATION:

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

1. Check the source of information you see. Is it a
well-known and trustworthy source? Does the
author of this information have a track record
of accurate reporting?
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2. Check the date a post or headline was
published. Is it current, or is it old and
therefore being taken out of context?
3. Check the source of unfamiliar social media
pages. Facebook now lists things such as when
a page was created and where it is located. If
it’s a U.S. veterans page that’s being run out of
Moldova, that’s a huge red flag.

“It only matters if people see it, believe it,
and change their behavior,” Kaplan said of
false messaging, “then you’re able to get
really tactical. And if you know who some
of the actors behind this are, you can
predict what they might attack and how
they might attack it and anticipate what
they’re going to do next. You know, ‘If I
were Russia …’ Finish the sentence.”

Being an entrepreneur is not for the
faint of heart, Kaplan said, referring to
the long hours and the “rollercoaster of
running a startup.” It requires her to ask
the right questions and think critically,
skills she learned at Colby.
“The thing about Colby that I think is
the most important,” Kaplan said, “and
why it gave me such a good education,
is because it teaches you to question
everything. And nobody ever told me
there was something that I couldn’t do.”

instagram.com/colbycollege

That role is daunting, as is the sheer
vastness of cyberspace, so Kaplan tries to
prioritize. For example, to oversimplify
it, looking for false messages such as, “If
you’re a Democrat, you vote Dec. 1.”

Gelbard recalled that when Kaplan
was at Colby he was “tremendously
impressed by her inquisitiveness, energy,
work ethic, and spirit of adventure.”

|

They all told Kaplan the same thing: go
for it. In May 2019 she launched her own
business, the Washington, D.C.-based
Alethea Group, which helps political
campaigns, corporations, and other
organizations protect themselves against
disinformation.

Said Kaplan, “I was really grateful for that
network to give me a nudge in the right
direction.” By December 2019, Kaplan
was featured in the New York Times as
being one of the few such experts in
the country. In February 2020, she was
interviewed by National Public Radio.

“Don’t doubt her,” Franko said about her
former student. “She can do it.”

twitter.com/colbycollege

She floated the idea by Patrice Franko,
Grossman Professor of Economics, who
encouraged her to talk to two seasoned
alumni: Colby Trustee Robert Hoopes ’89,
P’20, ’24 an expert on public affairs and
issue advocacy, and former Ambassador
Robert Gelbard ’64, who held high-level
positions for more than four decades in the
U.S. State Department.

Kaplan’s idea was so novel that Hoopes
called it a “first-mover” idea. He believed
she’d succeed, not just because of her
general knowledge of national security
issues, but also because of her customer
service skills. “Lisa has a real keen ability
to communicate well to people around
her,” Hoopes said. “So not just saying
these things are happening, but what do
they mean? What is the context? What is
the cadence?”

Kaplan, a third-generation Colbian,
was what Franko called a “spark” in
her class. “She had the perseverance
to do the details but also sees the big
picture,” Franko recalled. Kaplan
aims high, Franko said, recounting
Kaplan’s expressed desire to be “just like
Madeleine Albright” after seeing the
former U.S. Secretary of State speak at
Colby her first year.

|

Kaplan had an idea. She took it to her
go-to source for feedback: her Colby
network.

“I told her she could always go back to
what she was doing,” Gelbard recalled,
“but since she has this urge to strike out
on this really interesting, important,
front-line issue, I told her to go ahead.”

facebook.com/colbycollege

With a clear, logical plan, Kaplan began
directing a team of King’s campaign
staff that searched for disinformation
that could affect the race. King won, but
Kaplan was left worried. “I got to the
point where I didn’t want to wake up and
say, ‘I could have done more in 2020,’”
she said.

—Lisa Kaplan ’13

|

“It talked about, in very plain language,
exactly what they did and how they did
it in order to conduct a disinformation
campaign,” recalled Kaplan, who
was then working for the re-election
campaign of Angus King, the junior U.S.
senator in her home state of Maine. “And
so I sat there, and I said: ‘What would we
do if and when this happens to us?’”

“
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Among the allegations: posing as
Americans to run bogus social media
accounts, buy advertisements, and stage
political rallies; and building computer
systems in the United States to hide the
Russian origin of their activity.

I got to the point
where I didn’t want
to wake up and say,
‘I could have done
more in 2020.’”

Kaplan’s work should relieve fears of
people who think there is no way to fight
disinformation. “Anytime we are able to
help educate folks so that they’re able to
approach this in a different way and not
just throw their hands up and say, ‘The
Russians are coming, there’s nothing
we can do’—but instead say, OK, the
Russians are coming, so are the Iranians
and so is the other political party, and
we’ve got a plan and we’re ready and it’s
going to be great.”

COLBY |
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isa Kaplan ’13 knows the
importance of truth. So
when she read the February
2018 indictment by Special
Counsel Robert Mueller that
charged Russians with interfering in the
2016 American elections, she had to act.

ALUMNI

While Kaplan works to grow her
company, she’s guided by the word
alethea, derived from the Greek word for
truth. Disinformation is a societal issue,
she said, and she believes her work helps
others feel protected.
“This is an opportunity,” she said, “to
make an impact and to do good.”
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An Unprecedented Downturn—
with a Possible Silver Lining
Colby economists say this crash is different,
and liberal arts skills could be crucial in the recovery
By Kristin Yorke ’20
The nation has seen this before: 1929,
2008, and yes, we’ve come out of
those economic crashes stronger.
What makes 2020 different is just
how quickly and completely this health
crisis has impacted the economy,
Colby economists say. A silver lining?
The best preparation for these difficult
times may be a liberal arts education,
and Colby students are prepared.

Back in February of this year, the
unemployment rate in the United States
was 3.5 percent: the lowest rate since
1969, said Pugh Family Professor of
Economics David Findlay, now in his
35th year teaching macroeconomics.
But just a month later, unemployment
claims had increased by 30 million, and
the unemployment rate skyrocketed
to 14.7 percent. The historic increase
in the unemployment rate in such a
short period of time, said Findlay, is
“unprecedented.”

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

Even measuring unemployment during a
health crisis such as this one has proved
to be difficult. Said Michael Donihue
’79, Colby’s Herbert E. Wadsworth
Professor of Economics, “In order to
qualify for unemployment you have to be
looking for a job, and since we have stayin-place orders and a lot of firms are shut
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down, it’s hard to even look for a job.”
To make matters worse, said Assistant
Professor of Economics Lindsey Novak,
who specializes in health economics,
“In the U.S., jobs are tied to health
insurance. When we’re thinking about
people losing their job in a health crisis,
that is really scary.”
To complicate matters even more,
unemployment benefits are given to
those in need to fall back on, but also
“to discourage workers from going back
into the workforce” amid the pandemic,
said Robert Lester, Colby assistant
professor of economics. Indeed, the
official unemployment rate understates
the damage.
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Findlay agreed, adding, “No doubt it’s going
to be challenging.” He urges students to
“rely on your liberal arts education to think
even more broadly about the types of things
you’d be interested in doing, cast that net as
widely as possible, and take full advantage of
all the resources that
Colby provides.”

|

It’s also likely that many businesses won’t
survive the economic shutdown. GokgolKline provides the following example:
“You run a restaurant, and your
restaurant makes a 5 percent profit
margin per year. If you’re down
for 20 percent of your year,
you make no money.
Shutting down these
retail businesses
that work on thin
profit margins

The most resounding agreement among
our economists? Colby students can rise to
the challenge. “We’ve always said at Colby,
we’re preparing our students for jobs that
haven’t even been imagined yet,” Donihue
said. “It’s the skills you learn here that help
you not just become the entrepreneurs, but
when new opportunities open up, you bring
the skills you have to bear in those areas.”

twitter.com/colbycollege

We will likely see permanent changes
related to the maximum number of
individuals allowed in establishments, more
businesses conducting at-home delivery,
and more jobs available to work from home
than previously. Arman Gokgol-Kline ’00,
partner at investment management firm
Ruane, Cunniff & Goldfarb, points out
that even when the economic shutdown
eases, the population that is at-risk may
remain in quarantine, further lowering
economic activity.

However, “in a lot of ways, Colby grads are
going to be well-suited due to their liberal
arts background and their tenacity, their
ability to pivot.”

|

Essential facemasks and mandatory six feet
of distance weren’t features of the previous
economic recessions, either. And, as Colby
economists point out, these safety measures
are likely going to be part of a new normal,
especially in the labor market—with a
marked effect on the economic recovery.

So what does this unprecedented decline
in economic activity and skyrocketing
unemployment projections mean for the job
market? According to Donihue, “The jobs
that Colby grads thought they were going
to have just aren’t going to be there, at least
not in the near term.”
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crises in 1929 and 2008, “all the policies
were designed to get people working more.”
Obviously, policies in place in 2020 are
designed to do the opposite—yet another
reason why the word unprecedented is so
crucial here.

And if that restaurant was able to survive
the shutdown, Findlay argues businesses
“are going to spend significant resources
making the establishment as safe as possible.
If you take X tables and reduce them by a
factor of 50 percent, if the restaurant doesn’t
change prices, that’s a drop in revenue by 50
percent. In that industry, some simply aren’t
going to reopen.”

|

—Professor of Economics
Michael Donihue

for sustained periods of time … the big
question is going to be what kind of damage
was done there.”

colby.edu

It is clear that the nation is in a devastating
period of depressed economic activity. But
as Lester reminds us, “It is an efficient
recession in the sense that you want people
working less because of the susceptibility to
get the virus and give it to someone else.” In
the years following the economic

“

“In a lot of ways,
Colby grads are going
to be well-suited due
to their liberal arts
background and their
tenacity, their ability
to pivot.”
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Findlay points to the U-6 measure of
unemployment as the number to look at.
The U-6 unemployment rate is a broader
measure that captures individuals who
have stopped searching for jobs as well
as those who work part time who would
prefer to work full time. “That measure
of unemployment is going to increase
significantly in the next reporting period
because it captures some of the stuff the
official unemployment rate statistic does
not,” Findlay said.

FACULTY
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A New Window Into
Children’s Memory
Professor of Psychology Martha
Arterberry’s new study comes with
implications for eyewitness testimonies
By Kardelen Koldas ’15

When children are eyewitnesses—to
an incident, an accident, or a crime—
does age matter? Are older kids more
precise in recounting an event than the
younger ones?

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

Not necessarily, says Professor of
Psychology Martha Arterberry, who
together with her research assistant,
Eliana Albright, published a new study,
“Children’s Memory for Temporal
Information: The Roles of Temporal
Language and Executive Function,” in
the Journal of Genetic Psychology: Research
and Theory on Human Development in
its special issue on temporal cognition
March 18.
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“What we found is that there are some
kids, regardless of age, who are really
good at this, and there are other kids,
regardless of age, who are very bad,”
said Arterberry, whose research largely
focuses on children and their so-called
event memory. This is a contrast to
what’s typically seen in memory studies.
“We think it’s a type of maturity
that’s happening independent of their
chronological age.”

In the study, Arterberry and Albright
examined how 40 children between the
ages of three and six ordered events in
a children’s book, Miss Malarkey’s Field
Trip by Judy Finchler and illustrated by
Kevin O’Malley.
Why that story?
“The book presents an arbitrary order
of events. In the story, characters make
a trip to a science center, visiting the
electricity room, the dinosaur room,
and the astronomy room, among
others. “All these things are happening
in an order that doesn’t have a logical
connection, so that way it tests their
[children’s] ability to remember the
order of events without relying on some
internal script.”
Unlike previous research that often
investigated how children remember
things from their own life, this research
explored children’s ability to order
events that didn’t directly happen to
them—like they are bystanders.

Immediately after hearing the story,
children were asked to chronologically
order events, corresponding to different
scenes in the plot, on an empty
timeline. They were asked yes or no
questions about the plotline as well
as given other tests to measure their
understanding of “before” versus “after”
executive functions, and attentiveness
when listening to the story.
“What we found out is that the children
generally do understand ‘before’ and
‘after,’ and that ability doesn’t predict
their temporal memory. Instead, we
found it was the executive function of
cognitive shifting,” said Arterberry.
Cognitive shifting, or cognitive
flexibility, she explained, is the ability
to switch among rules and then be
able to remember the new rule and
act accordingly—a skill that develops
independently of age. “The kids who
had greater cognitive flexibility were
the ones better at remembering the
ordering of the events.”
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In a preliminary analysis, Arterberry and Chung found interesting
results. “The older adult results are not showing the same pattern
as the children,” said Arterberry, “suggesting that the processes that
predict temporal memory in children—as it is developing—are not the
same processes that predict temporal memory in older adults—once it
is established and well-practiced.”
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Over the summer Chung tested the adults using the same storybook
combined with a different series of tests. Since January, she has been
inputting the data for analysis. “What I’m learning in the classroom
is a lot different than applying this knowledge to real data with real
participants for a real study,” Chung said. “And I think it was really
interesting to be able to work with that kind of field data.”

|

“A big question in the legal field is
at what age can children be accurate
eyewitnesses, and the answer is nobody,
no matter what their age, is an accurate
eyewitness,” said Arterberry. “But it’s
still a question that people really want
to know better or understand because
there are some crimes when kids are the
only witnesses.”

Last summer Arterberry and Albright began testing the recall of adults
60 or older, with Erica Chung ’22, a psychology: neuroscience major, on
the team.
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Arterberry also stressed that it’s quite
hard for children to remember the
order of events. “They can report
on facts like what happened, but the
placement of those events in a time
frame is difficult,” she said, adding that
this limitation doesn’t mean that their
input should be discounted.

|

Onward with the Research
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A Tale
of Two
Economic
Crises?

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

FIVE QUESTIONS FOR
ECONOMIC HISTORIAN
JAMES SIODLA
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Economic historian and
Assistant Professor of
Economics James Siodla
compares the current
pandemic economic
crash with the Great
Depression. He tells us
there are similarities—and
big differences.

How does the scale of government
intervention (CARES Act, etc.)
compare to the scale of the
government relief projects that FDR
belatedly introduced to take the
edge off the Depression?
We hear a lot about the scale
of the CARES Act. It is certainly
unprecedented. To put it in
perspective, the federal deficit
was never more than about 5
percent of GDP in the 1930s; this
year, with the help of the CARES
Act, it is projected to be near
20 percent. The New Deal of the
1930s was a drop in the bucket,
and economic historians have
found that it really wasn’t very
expansionary, at least not in the
aggregate. In many ways, Hoover
was a bigger spender than FDR.
The scope of the intervention is
also incredible. Not only has the
Federal Reserve used every tool
in its arsenal, it has extended
loans to businesses and cities.
By providing relief to local
governments, we are venturing
into territory that has not
been explored since the Great
Depression. In the depths of the
Depression, many cities were
fiscally strained and appealed
to the federal government

for financial help. The federal
government came to the rescue,
and as a result, the U.S. entered
into an era of closer federal
involvement in local affairs.
Given the scale of its impact on
local governments, the current
crisis may again realign the
relationships between various
levels of government.

Does the COVID-19 crash risk lasting
for a full decade, like the Depression?
There is certainly risk of a longterm decline in economic activity.
Much like the 1930s, we will
probably see a jobless recovery.
Production may bounce back
quickly; the best-case scenario
is a V-shaped recession. But
even in this scenario, the
unemployment rate will likely
remain high as many businesses
close their doors, other firms
learn to be more productive
with fewer workers, and people
reenter the workforce and
search for new jobs. The U.S.
economy during the Depression
shrank nearly 30 percent over
a period of four years. However,
the unemployment rate, having
reached 25 percent in 1933,
had declined to only about 10
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This is certainly possible. We are
rethinking everything from air

twitter.com/colbycollege

The economy is far more globalized
than in 1929, and the roots of this
crash are global. Does that imply
a larger global depression than in
1929?

|

Some economic collapses are
what we might call “Wall Street”
crises. We can think of today’s
pandemic as a “Main Street”
crisis. The real economy has been
shut down in order to save lives.
So there is nothing structurally
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How does an economic collapse
caused by a pandemic contrast
with one caused by speculation/
financial instability/stock crashes?
If they’re different in important ways,
does that have implications for our
prospective recovery?

We also can more directly treat
a “Wall Street” crisis than we
can a crisis primarily impacting
Main Street. The Federal Reserve
was designed specifically to deal
with financial turmoil by acting
as a lender of last resort to
banks. Its new role as a lender
to businesses involves a lot of
learning. Getting loans into the
hands of small business owners
is an amazing administrative
challenge, and one we’ve never
faced before. The recovery may
indeed depend on the extent to
which these new programs work
to sustain workers and businesses
as we slowly get our resources
back to work.

What makes today’s crisis unique
is the variation in the impact
and responses to the pandemic,
both across countries and across
time. Some countries have
shut things down to a greater
extent than others; some have
good healthcare systems while
others don’t; some are just now
experiencing the exponential
growth in COVID-19 cases that
other countries have already
endured. These responses, and
the impact of the virus in different
countries, will most certainly
have implications for the size
of the global depression and
subsequent recovery. The global
contraction may not be larger
than previous ones—especially the
Great Depression—but, much like
the virus, may instead transpire
over time in fits and starts.
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This is certainly a new beast.
Never have we intentionally shut
down the economy to this extent.
Many of the reforms we drew up
following the past crisis have in
fact left banks in better financial
positions to face the current
slowdown. Much of this has come
through new regulations and the
more attentive eye of the Federal
Reserve and federal regulators.
The bottom line is that banks are
more solvent today than they were
in 2007.

travel to global supply chains.
For instance, firms may decide
to trade efficiency in global
production for diversity in supply
chains. In the short term, this
could help some countries and
hurt others. But the economy was
fairly globalized in 1929 as well.
Before the Great Depression,
much of the world was on the gold
standard, which helped transmit
that crisis across countries. Of
course, the crisis today is being
transmitted through a virus,
and until we’ve turned a corner,
countries will be timid in their
economic interactions with the
rest of the world.
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Do any of the post-recession
government reforms from 2008
to 2010 come into play during
the COVID-19 crash? Or is this a
new beast?

wrong with the economy or its
financial gears. Presumably, we
can turn the dial and ramp up
production once the crisis has
passed. It won’t be that easy,
of course, especially since so
many lives have been disrupted,
particularly those with schoolaged children or jobs that cannot
be done remotely. The scale of
unemployment is so vast, and
it has already reached levels
in excess of those during the
2007-08 financial crisis. It took
about a decade to reach full
employment after the collapse in
2008. After the Great Depression,
the unemployment rate fell to its
1929 level only as we entered
World War II. If history is any
guide, we can expect a long
job-market recovery from the
COVID-19 crisis.

COLBY |

percent by 1941. On the bright
side, even though unemployment
was high in the 1930s, the
decade was one of the most
technologically progressive of
the 20th century. The U.S. made
advancements in manufacturing
processes, adopted new
communication technologies,
and invested in power and
transportation infrastructure. This
helped set the stage for immense
postwar economic growth.

James Siodla is an assistant professor
of economics. He received his Ph.D.
in economics from the University
of California, Irvine. His current
research focuses on urban land use and
municipal finance in the early 20th
century. He teaches courses in U.S.
economic history, urban economics, and
macroeconomic principles.
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A Rare Gift
National Science Foundation
Awards Hannah Bossi ’18
Prestigious Fellowship
COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

By Laura Meader
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Physics and philosophy are unlikely
bedfellows. But they unite in the existential
questions physicist Hannah Bossi ’18 seeks
to answer.
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Bossi’s project uses machine learning
to study jets, which she described as
a shower of particles that traverse
through the “soupy medium” of
quark-gluon plasma created by particle
collisions. It is in this medium, this
state of matter, where quarks and gluons
move freely and are thus most easily
studied. However, the detectors in the
collider only see the final product—

Bossi’s Colby education imbued
her with skills in problem-solving,
communication, and critical thinking,
providing what she calls a “rare gift” to
communicate well in physics and the
ability to see the big picture. “I always
tell my students that physics isn't about
what you know,” she said. “It's about
what you can figure out.”
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The strength of Bossi’s fellowship
application laid in part in the longevity
of her project, which she began in 2017
as a Colby junior after receiving her
first NSF fellowship, this one through
the foundation’s REU (Research
Experiences for Undergraduates)
program. That first fellowship took
her to CERN and “totally changed my
outlook on what I wanted to do and
what kind of research I was interested
in,” Bossi said. With funds from Colby’s
DavisConnects, Bossi returned to
CERN a second time for Jan Plan her
senior year.

The main goal of ALICE “is to study
the state of matter that was present right
after the Big Bang,” Bossi said. The
smallest particles imaginable existed in
this state of matter: quarks, the building
blocks of protons and neutrons (and
thus everything we know), and gluons,
which “glue” everything together, Bossi
simplified.

Together, they traveled to the
Conferences for Undergraduate Women
in Physics (CUWiP) meetings to
present papers and meet new mentors.
In 2019 Yale hosted the CUWiP
meeting, and Bossi was suddenly the
mentor to Colby undergrads. “It was a
good chance to show them that it will
all be okay, it all works out,” she said.
“There are so many things you can do
with physics from Colby.”
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The NSF, it seems, agrees.

Bossi is part of an international team
working on the ALICE (A Large Ion
Collider Experiment) project using the
Large Hadron Collider, a 27-kilometer,
underground ring of superconducting
magnets that uses particle beams to hurl
two particles—protons or lead ions, for
example—in opposite directions until
they reach close to the speed of light, at
which point they’re directed to collide.

Bossi, a first-generation-to-college
student, is quick to give credit to
her mentors for her success. Her
involvement in Colby’s Women in
Physics group provided essential
support from and camaraderie among
her peers and their professors, including
Associate Professor of Physics and
Astronomy Elizabeth McGrath.
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“It’s definitely a very good thing,” said a
humble Bossi from her home in Maine,
where she’s waiting out the coronavirus.
“It’s good for Colby and for Yale, for my
advisors—it’s good for everybody.”

“Hannah is not only extremely bright
and motivated, but she also has a terrific
can-do attitude,” said Colby’s Sunrise
Professor of Physics Robert Bluhm,
Bossi’s honors thesis advisor. “She set
high goals for herself and then went
after them.”

Here’s where Bossi has an advantage
over some of her peers: formal
training in computer science at Colby.
As a double major in physics and
computer science, she leans heavily on
computational problem-solving skills
learned in CS to solve physics problems.
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The fellowship frees up funds for
Bossi to further her research at the
world’s largest experimental facility, the
Large Hadron Collider at CERN, the
European Organization for Nuclear
Research, in Geneva, Switzerland.
The fellowship also acknowledges
her contributions to the community
through outreach programs with middle
school girls in Connecticut.

—Hannah Bossi ’18

|

Now, Bossi, a Ph.D. student in
experimental particle physics at Yale
University, can continue her pursuit
of answers—she has just won the Holy
Grail for graduate students nationwide:
an NSF Graduate Student Fellowship.

“

To “see” that collision, Bossi uses
machine learning to comb through
terabytes and terabytes of data
looking for the jets’ weak signal in the
background noise in order to trace their
path. “It's like seeing where a dart came
from based on how it hits the board,”
she said.
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“These are very appealing questions
to anyone that wonders about the
universe,” Bossi said. “They’re
definitely intriguing and challenging—
and almost philosophical—questions.”

There are so many
things you can do
with physics from
Colby.”

the jets—Bossi explained, and not the
medium, or the collision, itself.
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What are we made of? How did we
get here from the very beginning of
the universe?
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ONE
MIGHTY
MISSION
By Laura Meader

COLBY Vol. 107 Issue 3

Photography by Matt Kalinowski
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Food justice pioneers Jon Olinto ’98
and Tony Rosenfeld ’97 are on a
mission to feed kids. The visionary
entrepreneurs behind the successful
eatery B.Bood have opened
One Mighty Mill in Lynn, Mass.,
establishing a food system that
strengthens communities from
Maine to Massachusetts, bringing
on Colby alumni and students, and
employing a business model that
gives back. It’s a simple recipe:
organic wheat grown in Maine,
flour stone-milled in Lynn, and a
company with heart.

A GRISTMILL
AND BAKERY
IS FEEDING
CHILDREN
AND
RECHARGING
LYNN, MASS.

ALUMNI
OF ALL THE NUMBERS JON OLINTO ’98 CAN RATTLE OFF
following the first year of One Mighty Mill’s operation,
the one he’s most proud of is relatively small: eight.

—Jon Olinto ’98, Cofounder
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Right: One Mighty Mill’s bagels are
available throughout the Northeast and
in its café in the heart of Lynn. Bottom:
Bagels are delivered to public schools in
Lynn weekly, thanks to One Mighty
Mill and a partnership with the Shah
Family Foundation.

“Feeding kids in places
where they wouldn’t
normally have fresh,
healthy food is something
that, while it’s hard to
quantify the value in the
business sense, it’s easy
to quantify when you think
about culture.”
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Top left: Head Baker Tony Rosenfeld ’97
pours whole grain wheat into the
company’s gristmill. One Mighty
Mill employees include 61 percent
Lynn residents and 82 percent women
team members, who make fresh-baked
products, whole wheat flour, and
pancake mix, says Jon Olinto ’98,
OMM cofounder.

twitter.com/colbycollege

Catherine Haut ’18, OMM’s former director
of partnerships and purpose, built
partnerships in Lynn. She established a
food surplus program that gives unsold
bagels to a soup kitchen. She also found
a mushroom farm to use the mill’s leftover
bran and fiber. Her work elevated the mill’s
involvement in Lynn, which she called the
heart and soul of the company. “It’s being
a force for good in the community,” she
said. “We’ve had a tremendous impact.”
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Opened in 2018 and drawing inspiration and wisdom
from the coffee and craft beer movements, OMM uses
wheat grown in Linneus, Maine, and milled in Lynn to
make the freshest, most nutritious products possible
using the centuries-old process of stonemilling. Two 1,200-pound Vermont granite
stones produce flour rich with nutrients that
industrially milled flour lacks. The result?
Bagels packed with bran and a flavor,
Rosenfeld says, that pops. It’s wheat you
can eat, OMM boasts.

facebook.com/colbycollege

OMM is changing that landscape.

|

These numbers are making a difference in Lynn, a city
intentionally selected to build the mill and open a café.
After decades of neglect and economic decline, Lynn
is on the rise, Olinto said, but it’s located in a food
desert—a place void of healthy, affordable food options.

colby.edu

Do the math. More than 100,000 bagels served in one
school year. Thousands of underserved kids’ bellies
filled five days a week. All thanks to two visionary
entrepreneurs: Olinto and business partner Tony
Rosenfeld ’97.
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That’s how many public schools in Lynn, Mass., serve kids
a nutritious bagel from One Mighty Mill (OMM) every day.
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Ever More Difficult
For migrants reaching the Greek island of Lesvos,
conditions grow more dire by the day
By Chloé Powers ’19

Chloé Powers ’19 is the coordinator
of Moms2Moms, a grassroots project
providing housing to single mothers
seeking asylum, and she’s involved
in several other migrant solidarity
initiatives, including search and
rescue efforts, LGBTIQ+ migrant
solidarity, and local mutual-aid
projects. With the images she has
taken, Powers shares her experiences
from the Greek island of Lesvos.
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The people have not stopped coming.
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Since the beginning of the “European
Migration Crisis” in 2014-15, millions
of people seeking safety and freedom
have risked their lives crossing the
Aegean Sea from Turkey to the Greek
island of Lesvos. In the early days,
people were able to move relatively
freely from here to their destinations
in Europe. This changed after the
passing of the European Union
(EU)-Turkey Deal of 2016. This
agreement established Lesvos and
Moria Refugee Camp as a “hotspot”
for managing migration flows, leaving
people stranded for months, if not
years, while they wait for the results of
their asylum applications. Ever since,
Lesvos has continued to exist as a
central node for migrant mobilities into
Europe and as a focal point for global
migration struggles.
In the last year, the situation has
grown from bad to worse, with
rampant overcrowding, crumbling

infrastructure, and increased hostility
and violence toward migrants and those
in solidarity with them at the hands
of state and fascist groups. Deliberate
systemic neglect and the deterioration
of conditions in the camp to inhumane
levels, as well as attacks on migrant
boats by the Greek Coast Guard, have
been justified as policies of “deterrence”
to try to dissuade migrants from
making the journey here.
And yet, the people are still coming.
Those already on the island continue
to advocate for their own rights and
demand positive change. While many
of the NGOs formerly present have
left, self-organized initiatives within
the camp by migrants and others who
support them, along with transnational
solidarity projects, continue to fight for
freedom, dignity, and respect for all.
After a landing, abandoned life jackets
and inner tubes slowly drift back out
to sea. Many are left behind in the
moments when the people on the boats
realize they are reaching Greek shores.
A sign of the migrants’ relief that the
dangers of the crossing are now behind
them, the items are tossed from the
boat several meters out from the beach.
Others are discarded on the beaches,
and then slowly are pulled back out by
the tide. In late 2019 and early 2020, the
number of migrants reaching the shores
of Lesvos skyrocketed, increasing, for
the first time, to levels similar to those
in the early years of the crisis, when
thousands made their way across the
Aegean Sea. In March 2020, amid tense
international negotiations over the

terms of the EU-Turkey deal, Turkey
announced that it would no longer
try to prevent migrants from crossing
into Greece. This led to heavy clashes
at the borders, as migrants streamed
to the land and sea borders, and the
Greek Coast Guard scrambled to try to
push them back. In response, Greece
effectively shut down the registration of
new arrivals for a month. As applying
for asylum was no longer possible, this
criminalized all of those arriving in
the hopes of seeking asylum. Their
crime: being an illegal migrant. This
was coupled with attacks on migrant
boats at sea and harassment by both
fascist groups and the police of search
and rescue teams. The sea off the
northern coast of Lesvos was declared
a militarized zone, and all search and
rescue efforts were suspended.
For those living in Moria Camp,
the main state-run refugee camp on
Lesvos, the situation has become
unbearable. More than 22,000 people
currently live semi-permanently in
what was originally a transit camp for
3,000. The geographic space it occupies
has expanded drastically in the last
months and years, now stretching into
the olive groves to the east and west
of the formal camp. Now, with the
COVID-19 pandemic, the camp has in
essence been transformed into a closed
detention center, where those living
there cannot leave and are therefore
completely dependent on the crumbling
and insufficient infrastructure of the
camp. The Greek- and camp-based
medical infrastructure is unequipped
to deal with a COVID-19 outbreak in
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As long as there have been migrants
arriving on Lesvos, there have been

of our youngest resident. The shelter
functions as a collective, multicultural,
and multigenerational space. Women
from more than seven different
countries live together, grounded in
principles of anti-discrimination and
feminist praxis to create environments
in which women feel safe and supported
and take responsibility for the space. It
was beautiful to see this community of
women, coming from several different
countries and speaking many different
languages, joining together to celebrate
the youngest among them. Even in the
incredibly difficult and tense situation
we find ourselves in here on Lesvos, we
were finding a reason to come together,
to celebrate life, and to be joyful.
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Mountains of trash accumulate next to
tents and container homes. Children
wind up playing in it. When it rains,
the streams that run through the olive
groves are filled with food scraps,
plastic water bottles, used diapers, and
other garbage. The infrastructure of
the camp is in no way equipped for
the number of people currently living
there. Water only runs through the
taps for a few hours a day. There are
frequent power shortages and electrical
fires that can, in a matter of minutes,
engulf whole sections of tightly packed
tents. There are not enough hygiene
facilities, and the ones that exist are
dirty and overflowing.

self-organized and solidarity efforts
working to support those in need.
These have taken on many forms
over the years depending on the
needs—whether it be in the form of
shoreline response and search and
rescue efforts, action kitchens, material
support distributions, self-organized
assemblies, media projects, social
centers, or informal housing structures.
Today, several of these initiatives
remain active, and new ones are being
created to address the current situation,
speaking to the incredible resilience of
people even in incredibly precarious
circumstances. Throughout all of the
violence and uncertainty, resistance
lives on through acts of mutual care,
solidarity, and the slow work of building
communities that transcend national
borders, language, age, ethnicity,
race, or legal status. Last week, in the
women and children’s shelter in which
I work, we celebrated the first birthday

facebook.com/colbycollege

the camp, if it were to happen. There
are only 30 medics in the camp, four of
whom are doctors.
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—A testimony from Moria,
December 2019, published
in “Voices of Freedom: Open
Assembly of People With and
Without Papers.”
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… we wake up and
the human lines are
starting. Endless waiting
in lines is how we pass
our days. For food, for
our documents, for
blankets … and in the
end, they tell you that
‘the food has finished,
there are not enough
blankets, come back
tomorrow, next week,
next month.’”
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To read about Powers’s earlier work on the
island, visit colby.edu/mag.
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Katharine Weisman Jaffe reports from
Tallahassee that she and her husband, Mike,
live in a “lovely senior resident apartment
with lots of windows and three meals a
day.” They’re about 15 minutes from their
younger son. “Although there is no snow and
lots of green trees and flowers year-round,
we still miss the Berkshires,” she writes.
Kay and Mike both had problems walking,
but now they’re much better following back
surgery for Mike and a hip replacement
for Kay. “We eat out frequently, although
Mike has not yet had what he considers
a good steak. … I’m just happy not to
cook at all except for meals in our studio
kitchen.” Kay and Mike celebrated their
70th anniversary with friends and family.
They have 12 great-grandchildren plus
kids and grandkids, so they feel blessed.
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David Marson
classnews1948@colby.edu
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Anne Hagar Eustis
classnews1949@colby.edu

Unfortunately, I have no news to report from
our classmates. As I write this, I imagine
you are all hunkered down as I am, trying
to avoid the nasty COVID-19. As I began
my self-isolation in March, I decided I
needed something worthwhile and positive
to come out of it—well, something more
interesting than getting my taxes done,
my files cleaned out, and all the things I’ve
been procrastinating for years. I decided I
needed some knitting, having just finished a
sweater, so I called my yarn store, ordered
what I needed, and they delivered it to my
car when I arrived in their parking lot. I can
now report that I’m working on the second
sleeve of what I now refer to as my COVID19 sweater! Y Please send me your news
when you can, and in the meantime stay
healthy and spit in the eye of COVID-19.
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Colby Magazine
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classnews1951@colby.edu

As this magazine was going to press, Colby
received news of the passing of your correspondent, Chet Harrington. Chet died
May 31, 2020, at his home in Villanova,
Pa. A full obituary will appear in the next
issue of Colby Magazine. Y If anyone would
like to continue Chet’s legacy and become
the next correspondent for the Class of
1951, please send an email to classnews1951@colby.edu or call Laura Meader
at Colby at 207-859-4356. Thank you for
considering this volunteer opportunity.

’52

-

Art White
classnews1952@colby.edu

The upset caused by the worldwide virus
has not prevented some of our classmates
from sharing news. Y Paul and Mimi
Russell Aldrich live at the Highlands, a
retirement community in Topsham, Maine.
They’ve been there for four years and have
put behind them the need to mow grass,
plow snow, etc. Joan and Dave Morse live
close by and see Paul and Mimi often. Y
Anne and Russ Wallace continue to live in
California, and they recently took a cruise
to St. Maarten. Russ enjoyed pickleball
on the ship, and I’ll bet he dominated the
court! Y Mary and I have been successful
in avoiding all the rabid animals running
around Bath, but I must say that since
I moved to Bath my backyard has had
one moose, two playful fox kits, several
skunks (one albino), an entire family of
woodchucks, and one fawn. I may start a
petting zoo! Stay healthy, and let your classmates know what is happening in your life.

’53

Barbara Easterbrooks Mailey
classnews1953@colby.edu

Back in December, before COVID-19 enveloped us, I heard from Joey Leader Creedon,
who hoped to travel to California to stay
near her daughter, Kerry, during March and
April, living near where she and Dick ’52
previously had a place for a winter getaway near Mirage and Palm Springs. Joey
was planning on renting a small condo at
Mission Hills. She hoped to have a second
hip replacement when she returned to the
Cape. However, I think that in this present
situation, she might be “stuck” out West.
Joey stays in touch with Barbara Studley
Barnette, who apparently sends out more
than one hundred Christmas cards every
year. I did get one of those, created by

her. I sent a quick note to Bobbie to catch
up on her news. She answered saying she
had had a recent fall while rushing to the
telephone and ended up with staples in her
scalp, now since removed and healing. She
reported having the “wobble wobble” for
awhile! She shared her summer plans to
see her kids and grands and to attend her
granddaughter’s wedding in Atlanta. Bobbie
described it as “a veritable mob scene”
with 16 bridesmaids. I hope it all comes
together for a wonderful family affair. Y Ken
Castonguay got a new hip and is walking
with a cane. He said, “I hate it—it makes
me look old!” Y John Lee offered to send
more of his war stories, but I liked the story
of his experience on Jeopardy! when the
show was in its infancy and rather primitive
with wires all over the floor and workers from
two different unions. It was hosted by Art
Fleming in the old Johnny Carson studio.
John said he goofed the final question: “For
10 years she was the most admired lady in
America. Who was Eleanor Roosevelt?” I
quote John: “Would you believe I said Mamie
Eisenhower?” Nevertheless, he collected
$500 and a set of luggage, which wasn’t
bad in 1969. He collected another $300
later when the question involved World War
II. John did okay with his hip replacement
but fell a couple of times with bloodied
skull and scalded shoulder, but nothing
life-threatening. Later, John wrote to me
with a sad note: “My beloved Cheryl (Reed
’67) passed away this morning, April 26. I
think it was her heart.” Join me, and keep
John in our thoughts at this time. Y Carolyn
English Caci also had a fall, but this one
sounded life-threatening. Carolyn broke
her neck when falling backward, hitting
the floor and fracturing a neck bone. She
used her emergency button, which saved
her life. She wore a neck brace until Friday,
March 13, her lucky day as it turned out.
She has all her meals left at her door now
and misses the camaraderie of the dining
meals at Brooksby Village. Y Now, at this
writing, we are all being tested by this
terrible pandemic. My thoughts are with
all of my classmates for a great recovery.

’54

Art Eddy
classnews1954@colby.edu

Bob Anderson and Sally are staying inside most of the time, praying for family, neighbors, and friends. Occasionally,
they take a walk, smell the fresh air, and
hold tight to happy memories of Colby. Y
Diane Chamberlin Starcher, who had to
forego her season tickets for the Sarasota
Opera and Symphony Orchestra because

of the virus, is still able to take walks, sit
by the pool, read a good book, and enjoy
frequent visits from her sons. Y Lindon
Christie and his companion are well, and
they easily make the weekly trip between
their mountain home in Rumford and
the family farm in Brooklin. Lindon flew
a private plane for an hour in February,
and he hoped to do the same in April.
Y Karl and Merrillyn Healey Decker are
both dealing with predictable pathologies
and adventures that come with being in
their late 80s. Merrillyn still runs her book
club and global issues study group, while
Karl awaits the publication of his novel,
which is “probably sitting at a publisher
in Vermont, likely being used as a doorstop.” With two of their three children living nearby, they have decided to stay in
their home of 60 years until “they have to
scrape us off the floor.” Karl often wonders what Professor Birschneider would
say of The Donald. Y Tom Hunt sends his
best wishes and thanks to all of his 1954
classmates. Y Vic Scalise continues
to keep busy by attending worship and
leading the discussions that follow; by
being stimulated mentally by the books
he reads and his book club activities; by
exercising several hours each week at
home and at the local pool; and by taking
in as many Mariner baseball games as he
can. This summer will again find him at his
Ocean Park, Maine, cottage. Y Ned Shenton finds his new digs in Falmouth, Maine,
“small but adequate. (I have a great view
from the third floor.)” He cut way back on
his belongings, and he has an 18-yearold cat as a roommate. “I have yet to find
myself in the obit column when I check
each morning, am able to remain upright
most of the time, am looking forward to
a new golf season, and I relish each day
that comes my way. I do hope you all have
read President Greene’s recent letter—it’s
a good read.” Y The following items are
gleaned from an email from Vic Scalise
that reports on phone conversations he
had with various classmates: David and
Carole Bullock Adams feel prepared for
the current virus challenge by their years
as missionaries in Bolivia. Y Robert Anderson was very impressed by the most
recent letter from President Greene about
Colby. Y Following his mother’s passing,
Arthur Cummings’s son is now living with
his dad. Y Christine Henderson Harper
describes her retirement center in Ontario, Canada, as “like living in a fancy
hotel.” Y Virginia Kane Hawrylycz has
found meaning in reading and knitting.
Y Sue (Miller ’56) and Tom Hunt feel
that their sparsely populated area of
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While we’re in the midst of this pandemic, I
received some nice responses from classmates. Y Ronald Rasmussen [raz2005@
msn.com] writes, “I recently celebrated
my 85th birthday with family and friends.
While I’ve been paralyzed for 23 years, I
enjoy life to the fullest. However, I’ll soon
start radiation treatments for prostate
cancer. I pray that all who remain in our
class are healthy and doing well.” Y Cedric
Harring [cfh81@me.com] is hunkered down
in Heber City, Utah. “We live in a 39-foot
motorhome in a nice RV resort and go out
for exercise and fresh food daily. We had
a good season skiing until the virus shut
down the ski slopes. We intend to stay here
until things quiet down on the coronavirus
front. Then we will fly home to Acton, Mass.,
and fly back next winter.” Y Here’s a note
from a Maine-ah, Rose Stinson Zuckerman
Ebsworth [eav.ebsworth1@gmail.com],
whose support for Colby inspired her to
write. “Those four years at Colby were
more important than I realized in 1957.
I’ve traveled the world and thought I was
settled in England with an English husband
and English citizenship, but surprisingly,
I’ve returned to Deer Isle, where I grew up,
alone (my husband, Evelyn, has passed
away), but with that Colby education still an
influence. I FaceTime with my five children,
four step-children, and many grandchildren
and great-grandchildren. The Rime of the
Ancient Mariner recalls Professor Mariner,
and it’s good reading for the COVID-19
days we live in.” Y Eleanor Duckworth
[eleanor_duckworth@harvard.edu] was
excited about performing in a dance
inspired by Macbeth in the Stockbridge
Theater in Derry, N.H., in April, which,
unfortunately, was postponed. Y Tom
Brackin [tsbrackin@optonline.net] says
he stopped by a liquor store prior to an
order by the New Jersey governor to close
non-essential stores. “There were only three
customers. We took a vote and unanimously
agreed that the liquor store was an essential
one.” Tom misses old friends—“so many
have passed on. I also miss Colby. I made
the 60th and plan to attend the 65th.” Y
Babs (Faltings ’56) and Warren Kinsman
are staying “pretty much housebound”
in their home in Beaufort, S.C. They look
forward to coming back this summer to
their cottage on Green Lake in Ellsworth,
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Dear Classmates. In my view, hope
springs eternal: it is spring, not winter;
there have not been power outages; we
can communicate with our friends and
family near and far by phone, internet,
Zoom, etc.; we can shop for food. I hope
you’ll join me in believing that we shall
get through this. Y Brian Stompe and
his wife, Susan, celebrated their 62nd
anniversary in February. They have three
grandkids who live close by and are college grads: Mary, who makes a good living training dogs; Michael, a teacher and
a swim coach; and Dylan, who is working
on his Ph.D. in marine biology. Brian’s
son Brad took him fishing on the North
Bay, and they had fresh striper for dinner
that night. Brian reports: “Oranges are
falling off the trees; soon it will be time
to plant the big vegetable garden. How
fortunate we are!” He’s still active in
Health Care for All California and thinks
California will get single-payer legislation
passed before the U.S. does. Y Susan
Miller Hunt sends her best wishes and
thanks to all of her ‘56 classmates. Y I
was excited to read about Colby in the
New York Times, February 25, about the
College’s ambitious three-year campaign
that, at that time, had raised more than
$500 million; its huge athletic complex
under construction; and its projects
that are revitalizing downtown Waterville. Impressive! Did you see that “Colby
College” was the “question” on a recent
Jeopardy! episode? The answer was:
“This college in Waterville, Maine, has

Don Tracy
classnews1957@colby.edu
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It’s always a pleasure to hear from my
classmates, especially during these unprecedented times. I hope you are all
faring well enough and staying healthy
and safe. Y Reggie Anderson wrote with
his deepest regrets informing his Colby
friends that his dearest wife of 64 years,
Jean Hawes Anderson, passed away Nov.
26, 2019. Jean was diagnosed with ALS
in December 2018 and fought a valiant
fight. Reggie said that her memorial service was attended by more than 300 family and friends at the Unitarian church in
Grafton, Mass. Anyone interested in reading her full obituary can Google “Jean H.
Anderson at Roney Funeral Home.” We offer our condolences, Reggie. Y John Dutton wrote as we were all experiencing the
national epidemic of COVID-19. John reported good health but concern for a dangerous fire season ahead in California. He
wrote, “I still enjoy flight simulation but
am into reading much more now. My favorite mystery authors are Preston and
Child. Their books are well researched
and hard to put down. I’m also watching
“Great Courses” streamed on Xfinity.” Y
Sid Farr and Jane Millett Dornish had

Charlene Roberts Riordan
classnews1956@colby.edu
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Maine. “We welcome anyone traveling to
this area to stop by for a swim.” Y John
Conkling [neac@metrocast.net] turned
85 in March. “My ski season is over as the
areas have all closed,” he wrote earlier.
“My wife, Nancy, gets her last chemo shot
next week. Hurray! We had planned a trip
to Colby in mid-May but will wait until late
September. We plan to enjoy this summer
again at our camp (bought in 1963) on
Squam Lake.” Y Ken Haruta [k.haruta@
me.com] received “a second chance at 88”
when he got married last November. His
wife died in 2016, leaving him devastated.
“I had resigned myself to live a quiet life.
But I decided to reconnect with my old
friends.” He looked up former colleague
but discovered he had died shortly after
his wife. “Then one day, Julie, his widow,
recognized me. … We started going out
and doing things together. She is vibrant
and intelligent, and we enjoy playing
bridge, hiking, entertaining, and traveling.
Now, we’re planning our honeymoon trip
to Japan in October. I still enjoy playing
tennis twice a week. Life is certainly good!”
Y On Dec. 31, 2019, Allan Van Gestel
retired from JAMS (Judicial Arbitration
and Mediation Services) in Boston where,
since February of 2008, “I have been
serving as an arbitrator, mediator, and
neutral evaluator in business-related legal
proceedings. This was my third retirement
in my 50-year legal career. At the end of
September 1997, I retired as a partner at
Goodwin, Procter & Hoar in Boston, where
I practiced as a trial lawyer for 35 years
after my graduation from Boston University
School of Law. That first retirement was to
accept an appointment as a justice of the
Superior Court in Boston. I spent 11 years
on the Superior Court, retiring in January
of 2008. My lovely wife, Andrea, and I
have lived in Rockport, Mass., for the past
21 years, where she is a highly regarded
artist. Indeed, she just had one of her most
recent paintings accepted by the American
Watercolor Association to be shown as its
annual international show in New York City
in April.” Y I appreciate this great response
from classmates. Part of our family is riding
out the pandemic storm as a team with six
of us temporarily living together. The older
ones take good care of mom and dad, while
our grandson, 12, attends school via Zoom.
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Betty Harris Smith
classnews1955@colby.edu
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used 100% renewable electricity sources
since way back in 2003.” Can you believe
that none of the contestants got it right?
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been working with Karin Weston at Colby
about our 65th reunion celebration, which
has been postponed due to the coronavirus. Sid still hopes that classmates will
plan to attend when the new date is announced, and Jane said, that whenever
we come together, “we will gather to share
good memories of our special four years
at our beloved Colby.” Jane also said
that the class notes are “the first thing I
look at when the magazine arrives. I was
pleased to have Jean Van Curan Pugh
ask me to join her, Ann Burnham Deering, and Kathy McConaughy Zambello ’56
for a tour of Colby’s amazing new athletic complex, which is under construction.
What a treat to be there with our hard
hats, safety glasses, and excellent tour
guides!” We all look forward to Colby students being back on campus and making
use of this new center, hopefully, this fall.
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Maine has, thus far, saved them from the
harshness of the coronavirus. Y Marlene
Hurd Jabar reports that ice cream helps
Tony get through some of the difficult
moments. Y Susan Johnson indicates
that her belief in God gave us the gift of
freedom, which we must use responsibly,
helps her through the tough times. Y
John Krussell states that Florida (in the
low 90s) is “hot enough to roast a turkey.”
Y Mary Pilon Obery reads a lot and gets
out for a walk to break the boredom of
living in a senior community. Y Jim Rapaport hopes to get back to his summer
place in Rockport, Maine, this summer. Y
Sherman Saperstein hopes to return to
his home in Chestnut Hill, Mass., by summer. Y Helen Cross Stabler expressed
concern for the least among us who are
struggling to survive without a job or
money. Y Diane Chamberlin Starcher
believes the virus may be a blessing for
our environment and our outrageous materialism. “The skies are clear and the air
clean.” Y Dave and Betsy Powley Wallingford had just moved from their home
in Sudbury, Mass., to a new condo in the
same community. Y Carol Dyer Wauters
has found joy in classical and jazz music, as well as virtual visits to museums.

Mary Ellen Chase Bridge
classnews1958@colby.edu

Robert Saltz, a “Dana Farber poster boy,”
deserves a lot of admiration for fighting
cancer for 22 years and surviving 13 opera-
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tions, radiation, and chemo. He tells everyone he knows to “never give up.” In early April
he was living in a new, one-floor home in
Arizona, quarantined because of the virus.
He also reports on a recent Tau Delta Phi
reunion in Gloucester, Mass., attended by
Al Dean, Pete Doran, Marty Burger, and
Bob, with their respective spouses. They all
enjoyed lunch and dinner at a restaurant
and then Sunday brunch at the Saltzes’
“to cap off an incredible weekend.” A high
point was a long telephone conversation
with David “Dusty” and Sheila Campbell
Rhoades in Colorado. Y Robert Hesse
writes that Colby Zetes and friends are
looking ahead to their annual get-together
at the Muscongus Bay lobster dock at noon
on Sept. 10. This very informal, sun-or-rain
event is always the Thursday after Labor
Day, and everyone looks forward to great
food and conversations. Let’s hope that is
still on the calendar now. Y As I write on April
2, the coronavirus takes all the headlines
daily and the country hasn’t peaked yet.
I’m in Florida, where the governor finally
just called for people to stay in place to
help control the spread. Shortly before
the virus really ramped up, classmates
Dot Greenman Ketchum, Carol Conway
Denney, and Susan Sherman White joined
me for a week by the beach. We too enjoyed
great food and conversation, warmth and
sunshine until they heard about a possible
lockdown and decided to fly back to Logan
while they still could. Things will have to be
better next winter! Y On a more positive
note, Beryl Scott Glover took a trip to the
Panama Canal in February. “The country is
beautiful, and the canal is an engineering
miracle!” Her group spent three days
traversing the area in both directions, and
she recommends the trip to others. She got
home safely as the virus was spreading
exponentially, and she hoped everyone is
hunkered down for the duration, as do we
all. Y Stay cautious, safe, and well, friends,
and please be in touch again soon, when
this horrendous experience is behind us.
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Joanne K. Woods
classnews1959@colby.edu

As I write this I am in social isolation
because of the coronavirus. Who would
have ever thought we would be living like
this? Let’s hope it’s conquered soon so we
can all get back to normal living. Because
of the isolation, it was extra nice to hear
from Colby classmates. Y Ed Goldberg is
a Montana resident living in Bozeman. He
remains active in a variety of nonprofits,
with most of his time spent working with

families with autistic children. He continues
to spend a month or so a year in Vietnam,
where he has many friendships. He’s always
struck by how warmly he’s greeted by the
generation who served in the war. Most
recently, a grandparent at the dinner table
told his family Ed should be the honored
guest for the evening, at which point he
received a big hug as well. Otherwise, all
is well, and Ed makes a point of celebrating
every day. Y Tom Connors writes that as
of Feb. 1 he is absolutely finished with any
responsibility for all civic, church, and educational endeavors he has been involved in.
Now it is golf, reading, and Jocelyn the rest
of the way. Y Frank Seebode says all of us
have graduated from the Golden Years to
the RUST YEARS. He says just being able to
reply to my message is good news. He’s still
going strong, active and alive. “Who could
ask for anything more?” Y Joan (Crowell
’60) and Skip Tolette have been attempting to learn which Colby alumni reside in
their area of Florida (snowbirds like them
included). They have found Don Dunbar
’56 and Bev ’61 and Liz Rowe Lapham ’63,
who are in Vero. They recently had lunch
with Eve and Ian Tatlock, who are in Key
Largo, and Val and Bob Marier ’60, who
are in Stuart, plus Karen (Beganny ’63)
and Skeeter Megathlin heading to Naples,
and Bev (Johnson ’60) and Keet Arnett,
who also winter in Vero. Joan and Skip are
thrilled with the marvelous resurgence that
Colby is creating on many fronts, including the investment of time and treasure
in Waterville. Y Keep well, my friends.
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In this strange time, so many of us planned
travels for the summer of 2020, including a
trip to Colby. Hope to see you all in 2021.
Y Jock Knowles must be a poor salesman!
He and Pat (Walker) have eight grandchildren, but to date, he hasn’t convinced
any of them to attend Colby. He’s hoping
that the youngest grandson, a junior, will
be the one. Y Claudia Lawrence Rogers
lives in Rockport, Mass., during winters and
returns every spring to Martha’s Vineyard.
She travels, and she discovered her father’s
roots in the medieval village of Dinkelsbuhl,
Germany. “The happy news is my remarriage
in 2017 to Philip Rogers; the sad news is
his sudden death in February 2019. Life
goes on with visits to my children and
grandchildren, Sofia, Sigo, and Sasha, who
always put a smile on my face! I miss Alumni
College, which is bundled with reunion now,
but I went to Great Books at Colby in its

place in 2019. Sending my best wishes!”
Y Peter Henderson’s overarching news is
last August’s passing of Jane, his sweet wife
of 59 years. She was diagnosed with lung
cancer in February (she didn’t smoke—this
was inherited). His two incredible daughters and their families jumped in and are
helping him regain sanity and perspective.
Y Ralph Galante’s wife, Jane, contracted
Parkinson’s about six years ago, so they
sold their Florida home and moved to
Centennial, Colo. Jane is now in an assisted
living facility three miles from his home. Y
Judy Allen Ferretti and her husband went
on a Road Scholar program in early March
to Charleston, S.C., and Savannah, Ga.
Savannah, in particular, is really beautiful
at that time of year. If you go to Savannah,
be sure to have ice cream at Leopold’s. They
follow the wise saying, “Life is short; eat
dessert first.” Y Richard Peterson stays
off the streets by continuing to serve as
chair of two insurance company boards. He
and Bette live in a retirement community
in Bryn Mawr, Pa., and had planned many
trips for 2020. “We’ve changed our address
but not our lifestyle, at least not yet. I’m
gratified by Colby’s energetic initiatives
in Waterville and look forward to a visit.”
Y Waring Blackburn and his wife joined
thousands of Canadians migrating north
from their condo in Florida to their home on
the St. Lawrence River. “The trip was a bit
surreal with yellow tape marking off dining
areas as off-limits and people respectfully
keeping their distances. Seasonal residents
are now opening their summer homes to
escape the virus centered in metropolitan
areas. No tennis or pickleball, but the views
are great and there is plenty of yard work
to do.” Waring has self-published a novel
titled Journeys, available on Amazon. The
novel grew from notes taken years ago
while cruising from Maine to Clayton, N.Y.,
on a 55-foot antique CrisCraft. “The genre
is international terrorism with integral philosophy illustrated by dialogue and actions,
including a new U.S. president.” Last fall
they spent nearly a month in Africa—a trip
of a lifetime. Y Peg Jack Johnston stays
busy with Zoom meetings and keeping in
touch with friends. She has found many
online courses, which she finds really fun!
She also enjoys the sun in her backyard and
talking over the fence to neighbors. More
than a year ago, she celebrated her 80th
with 14 members of her family in Scotland.
Y Rebecca Crane Rafferty was a bundle of
nerves in North Myrtle Beach, just hoping
she would get home somehow! Becky lost
her husband, John, Nov. 1, 2019, to a disease called idiopathic pulmonary fibrosis,
a scarring of the lungs for which there is no

cure. He was able to lead a pretty active
life until the last year. He passed away
peacefully at home with two of their children
with him. John was a fighter, right up to the
end! He even told Steve Curley he’d try his
darndest to get to our 60th reunion! Becky
and John met their first night out walking
at Colby, he with his NJ buddies and she
with her roommates. “I’ve tried to adjust to
a life without him,” Becky wrote. “To those
still together, express your love for each
other every day, as each day together is a
gift!” Y Jane Holden Huerta keeps very
busy working to help set up virtual bridge
clubs all over the country. Zoom is a constant in her life, both for work and visiting
with grandchildren and their parents.
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Aloha! Sad news of another classmate’s
passing: Betsy O’Connell recently died
in Staten Island. She worked as a senior
editor at New York University. Some of
you remember Betsy was encouraged to
attend our 50th Reunion by Judy Hoffman
Hakola, another English literature major
and advocate of the arts. Betsy supervised
makeup for most Powder & Wig theater
productions throughout her Colby career.
When she made me up as Natasha in
Chekhov’s Three Sisters, I wanted to be
Russian! Y Quimby Robinson reports:
“Mitzi and I spent a wonderful day last fall
with Bonnie McGregor Otis eating lobster
on the wharf and reminiscing at her lovely
cottage in South Bristol on the Maine coast.
It’s been 10 years since Bonnie’s husband,
and my roommate, Bob ’60, died. We’ve
promised to see each other next year and
not let ‘time fly by’ easily. Bonnie lives in
Michigan, and we live on Mount McGaffy
in Mount Vernon, Maine, enjoying ALL the
seasons of the year. When our kids and
grandkids visit from their working lives in
Connecticut and Florida, it’s “Mount Rehab”
to and for them. We also lunched recently in
Falmouth with Patsy Houghton Marr, widow
of Dave Marr. I skied the back snowfields
at Sugarloaf, my 27th day at the Loaf this
winter. Been skiing there most years since
arriving as a freshman at Colby 64 years
ago. Mitzi and I are well, just sitting here
in Mount Vernon waiting out the coronavirus.” Y Penny Dietz Sullivan keeps really
busy: “As though I didn’t have enough
activities, I recently took a part-time job
with the Census Bureau doing the National
Crime Victimization Survey. This is not the
decennial census, but an ongoing study to
gather statistics about crimes committed in
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A book by Barbara McGillicuddy Bolton ’65
was the subject of a post in the Bangor Daily
News blog George’s Outdoor News. Bolton’s
book, When They Took Dad Away, recounts her
childhood in Maine. “I have to thank Barbara for
sharing her story with us,” George Smith wrote. “I
promise if you grew up in the ’50s and ’60s, this
book will bring back lots of great memories. And
even if you didn’t, you will enjoy these stories.”
♦ Jane Melanson Dahmen ’63 showed her large
environments paintings at the Portland (Maine)
Art Gallery this spring. “The large-scale size of
Jane Melanson Dahmen ’63
the paintings help to create an environment for
the viewer to enter,” Dahmen told the gallery. “My ideas begin in the natural
world, but once a work is underway, the paint itself on the flat surface takes on
a life of its own, and the color, line, and surface texture evolve as I work.”
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By the time you read this, I pray the
pandemic will be over and that we will
have been spared. Nearly all of you have
mentioned its impact. Thank you for having sent in your news. Y Tim Dakin and
wife Irene are doing well and send their
warmest regards to everyone. Y The Colby calendar was a comfort to Rosemary
Blankenship Hubbard, according to husband Al, while she recovered from rotator
cuff surgery. The photo of Runnals Union
captured the spot where they first spoke
to each other! “We appreciate our days
at Colby more and more as time goes
on.” Y As a trustee of the Wantagh (NY)
Preservation Society, Mary Dexter Wagner is educating folks about the history of
their town. Mary’s also in charge of essay
contests for the DAR. She’s constantly
learning about and loving American history. Y Connie Miller Manter and Walt always enjoy visits from family and friends
at their home on the coast of Maine.
Connie’s an education coach with their
regional school district. Their mission:
“empowering agile learners for a changing
and healthy world.” She’s proud of Colby’s
offering scholarships to low- and middle-income “empowered learners.” Y Peter Vogt and Pam Zilly live “in a sweet enclave of Hendersonville-Laurel Park, N.C.
Our cozy world of awesome rock gardens,
which Pam has created, is about 300 feet
from Lake Rhododendron Nature Park.
Google: 55 Rustic Drive, Hendersonville,
NC for a treat!” Y After years of dealing
with French bureaucracy, Anne Quirion
Connaughton is back in Virginia planning
renovations for her home here. Her son
and daughter live nearby. She hopes to

visit Maine in the fall, and we look forward
to seeing her. Y Raoul “Mike” Tschebull,
a long-time resident of Darien, Conn.,
sold his business and now happily raises
tropical terrestrial orchids. Y After years
in academe, David Bromley is currently
running the World Religions and Spirituality Project at Virginia Commonwealth University. A highlight of his career was delivering the annual Kingsley Birge lecture
at Colby. Professor Birge was a mentor
and inspiration to David. “For me, it was
coming full circle.” Y Don and Elizabeth
Doe Norwat had a “truly wonderful experience” on a cruise from several points in
Argentina to Uruguay, through the Chilean
fjords, close to Amalia Glacier, and to
Valparaiso. They also visited Peru, including Cusco, and Machu Picchu. Y After
25 years of teaching skiing at Sugarloaf,
Al Carville “is retiring from that gig.” Al
continues to drive “older” folks at a retirement home. Al Rogan and Ann Worcester
’59 are among his passengers. He keeps
in close touch with Rod Pierce and usually sees him when in Florida. Y On Deer
Isle, Maine, Nancy (Godley ’65) and John
Wilson had planned to visit friends in California, but the health crisis has changed
their plans, as it has for most of us. They
hope for some resolution to current domestic political and environmental issues
and of some of our serious global crises.
They wish everyone a healthy season. Y
Celebrating 23 years of retirement in Estero, Fla., Bill and Shirley Kelley Tychsen
are doing their best “to stay positive in
these trying times.” Their two children live
in Colorado, and three grandchildren are
graduating and heading to college! Y
Pauline Pi Ryder Kezer is in the midst of
all things Pilgrim and Mayflower! As president of the Alden Kindred, she invites all
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Greetings from Maine in the middle of the
coronavirus pandemic. Today, President
Greene sent a letter canceling Reunion
Weekend and postponing graduation for
the first time in Colby’s 200-year history. How disappointing for graduating seniors, including those from high schools
and colleges across our country. Y For
many of us 2020 is a milestone year. One
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by one we are entering the decade of our
80s. Can you believe that you are, or soon
will be, an OCTOGENARIAN?! My children,
their spouses, and the grandchildren surprised me (Pat Farnham Russell) with an
early birthday celebration at our winter
quarters in Barefoot Bay, Fla. We returned
home early to shelter in place nearer to
family during this pandemic. Y Boyd and
Mary “Muffy” Symonds Leavitt started off
the new year and decade with a trip to
Houston with Opera Idaho to attend two
performances by Houston Grand Opera.
Their personal highlight was time spent
with Harry and Judy Hoagland Bristol,
who provided them with a grand tour of
Houston and insights into their busy lives
there. Y Sandra Keef Hunter is at home
in East Hampton, where everything was
closed and supermarket shelves were
bare. She has a trip planned to Brazil at
the end of July. However, she joins many
of us wondering if summer plans will be
a “go.” Y Brenda Wrobleski Elwell, with
her cancer momentarily under control, is
back to traveling. In the fall she visited
her 90th country, Lichtenstein, with her
son, who lives in Germany. She planned
on Eastern Europe and Germany again
in June. She’s hoping to get closer to her
goal of 100 countries. Brenda still needs
to use trekking poles to walk, but no medical devices for her! Y Frank Stephenson
continues to live and work part time at
the Stevenson School in beautiful Pebble
Beach. His major interest in reading is
the year 1898, plus or minus 25 years,
a remarkable time in terms of wars and
imperialism; of oligarchic capitalism and
oppression of workers; of social unrest
and the struggle of women to find a footing, a meaning for their existence above
servitude and producers of children.
Frank has many good books to recommend. He also reported that Suzie Martin
died in April 2019 from virulent cancer
that took her within a month of its discovery. Y Jean Gaffney Furuyama has been
retired for a year. She receives a lot of
satisfaction from organizing the seniors
in her apartment complex—they usually have one outing and one lecture per
month and meet weekly for their “chat.”
She and Toshi canceled their planned
Japan trip this spring. Their only loss
was $450 worth of Godiva chocolates
that were to be used as gifts. Y Kathy
Hertzberg and her partner plan to move
to a retirement complex when construction is completed. She’s been in contact
with Lynn Kimball, who had heart valve
replacement then fell and broke her wrist.
She is coming along fine now. Y Time to
start thinking about 2022 and our 60th!
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the U.S. I’m still active playing golf, bridge,
and organizing social activities, as well as
working for Weight Watchers, now WW. I
also work as an elections judge for the
local board of elections, and I serve on the
board of Craven Concerts, an organization
that brings live music to New Bern as well
as sponsoring outreach programs to bring
music to the local schools. My husband,
Paul, still works full time. Yes, we are busy!
Y This just in from Scotty MacLeod Folger:
“While spending two months in Florida near
St. Petersburg, Charlotte Clifton Lee and
Mary and Denny Dionne visited me from
their Sarasota homes. I know more Colby
people will gather after I leave the area. I
had planned an April trip to Nepal, which got
canceled by the sponsors, an organization
that matches young girls with adults who
pay for their education. We would have had
the opportunity to visit them in their homes
and schools in Kathmandu. Needless to say,
I was very disappointed, as was my Nepali
daughter, Sabina. I’m still living in Ellsworth,
Maine, on a beautiful lake. Many visitors in
the summer but none between September
and June. I’m grateful for good health, a
loving extended family, and very special
friends.” Y Your correspondent spent
February in Australia and New Zealand. A
former student, now a yoga instructor, and I
spent 10 days on a Celebrity Solstice cruise
from Sydney to Auckland with daily yoga
at the ship’s Canyon Ranch Spa. A friend
from Hawai`i Island chairs the anthropology
department at the University in Auckland
and introduced us to Maori students
working in museums. Another highlight:
a private tasting at Kennedy Point Winery
on Waiheke Island, a short ferry ride out
of Auckland. I write during one of the most
life-changing events of our alumni years.
I’ve self-isolated for over three weeks
now. All arrivals self-quarantining for two
weeks decimated our tourist industry but
kept COVID-19 numbers low. I hope all of
you are managing to stay connected with
friends and family. I send warmest wishes.
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Colbyites to visit this summer and fall.
There will be lots to see and do. Come
July 31 to enjoy music, the Mayflower
Breweries offerings, tours, and music. Y
Tom Thomas has moved to Foulkeways, a
retirement community in Gwynedd, Pa.
Y David Hunt and wife Jackie traveled
to Italy, where David had served in the
CIA in the ’60s. They cruised down the
Adriatic coast and drove to Rome through
Tuscany, the only area still unspoiled
and as beautiful as before. David continues to lecture on his former profession.
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Our classmates write in from all corners
of the United States to share personal
updates. It brings us all a little closer. Y
A recent friendly shout-out came from Jack
Ross from his home in Arizona. Thanks,
Jack, for staying in touch. Y John Pomeranz is still working with what he describes
as more of a hobby than a job. He looks
forward to warm weather when he spends
time with his grandchildren, boating, and
fishing. Recently, John has heard from
classmates Jon Fredrikson, Dick Zipser,
and Tom Carney ’65, who are all doing
well. Y Reminiscing over the past, Sara
Shaw Rhoades has discovered that each
phase of her life lasted about 20 years, and
perhaps that is her threshold of interest:
20 years as church secretary, 20 years
of managing church suppers, 20 years of
spearheading soup luncheons; 20 years
as a Navy wife, and 20 years of parenting!
Sara is presently part of a choral group in
Maine and is looking forward to a concert
tour in Germany. Another 20-year project!
Y Jim Harris lives in Washington State and
followed the Colby basketball team’s great
season this year. Jim and his wife, Madie,
plan to take a cruise later this year to celebrate their 53rd wedding anniversary. Y
Florida residents Michael and Jean Martin
Fowler live in St. Augustine. Jean notes that
Jacksonville, which is less than an hour
away, is an awesome city. It is located at
a higher elevation than other areas along
the coast, so Jacksonville has never had
to be evacuated due to a storm. Jean and
Michael enjoy their new friends and the
community spirit they have found there.
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BUCKET LIST TIME! Kids are gone, job is
gone, and health is still okay. We have
now reached the age where family, job,

and health allow us to explore the world.
Y The Bob Morse pair traveled to central
Asia to explore part of the Silk Road, “a
long-time fascination.” They also had a
trip to eight magnificent German Christmas
markets with their daughter. Next up is
“downsizing. We are envious of anyone who
has already successfully accomplished it.”
Y The Mudge’s had a Christmas holiday at
Margaritaville in St Thomas. Next was two
weeks in February at Lover’s Key Resort
south of Fort Myers. An Alaskan cruise
was on tap for May, if the COVID-19 pandemic does not interfere. Y Tony Blaine
and Jackie celebrated #57 and enjoyed
“traveling to places on our bucket list.”
Retired from the aerospace industry, they
travel to see their four children, and they
attend lots of sporting events with their 11
grandchildren. Golf is also on Tony’s list
from the Avon, Conn., base. He says, “Hi
to my fellow DKEs.” Y Norm Miner spent
two weeks in Williamsburg, Va., tuning up
his understanding of our colonial history.
He also visited the American Independence
Museum’s annual festival in Exeter, N.H. He
sent pictures of himself dressed up as President George Washington taken during that
visit. “I’ve been asked to repeat again this
year. Just loads of fun.” Y Dave and Dale
Rottner Hatch are self-hibernating during
this coronavirus problem. They anticipate
travel later in the Deep South. They have
dined with Anne and Bud Marvin several
times. Y Your correspondent spent two
weeks in the sun in Jamaica in January.
Yes, jerk chicken and cold Red Stripe. I
also managed to get in six of a scheduled
nine-day holiday in Curacao before the
virus required everyone to return home.
Y Downsizing is a popular class activity.
Stan Garnett moved to Westminster Shores
retirement community in St. Petersburg.
Stan says it was the setting for the 1983
Ron Howard film Cocoon. Not far away you
can find the new home for John Bragg and
Theresa in Venice, Fla. Y We have a new
author in our midst—Barbara McGillicuddy
Bolton. “Last January (yes, a real Jan Plan!)
North Country Press published my memoir
When They Took Dad Away.” It recounts the
time when she was eight and her father
had a nervous breakdown and was hospitalized for 18 months. Barbara and Frank
now spend summers in Aroostook County,
where she has annual visits in Houlton
with her Colby roommate Jean Ferguson
Cole. Jean and her husband, Jimmy, are
mindful of the feral cats nearby and leave
food and water on their back porch. The
balance of the year is spent in Brooklyn
and shuttling around visiting children and
grandchildren in Montreal, Ketchikan, and

Cincinnati. Y Some history as we approach
our 65th reunion (sadly postponed). For
the 1962-63 academic year, tuition was
$1,400 for room, $325 for board, $500
for student activities, $500 for fees, and
$23 for books. Yes, we could go to Colby
for $2,248. Not mentioned in the “About
Colby” booklet, you could get a cold one
at Onie’s for 25 cents. HAIL, COLBY, HAIL!
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Greetings all! When we were at Colby, who
thought the Red Sox would ever win a World
Series? Who thought we would ever experience something like the Great Depression?
But, the 2008 recession was very depressing. Whoever thought we would experience
something like the plagues of the Middle
Ages? Hello, 2020! Y Stu Wantman recalls
Chappie’s words of wisdom: “Things have
a way of working themselves out.” In these
trying times, it’s great to remember lasting
friendships made at Colby. Y Barry Clark
Hews, after years of intending to respond,
has responded. This new normal prompted
Barry to reconnect and wish classmates
health and safety wherever they are. Y
Pat Berg Currier’s Colby memories go back
to her grandmother’s sister, a 1907 Colby
grad. As a class agent, she always put in
$5 for every class member so her class
would have 100-percent participation. Y
Sal Manforte had dinner in Florida with Rick
Lund. Baseball is still among their fondest
memories. Y John Carvellas followed my
three-sentence request precisely: 1) In VT
6 months. 2) In St. Augustine 6 months.
3) In state of confusion 12 months. Y
Ted Houghton also worked to perfect the
three-sentence challenge: 1) Moved from
Charlton, Mass., to Sturbridge. 2) Washes
hands a lot! 3) Stays off cruise ships, and
good luck to all. Y Doug Meyer’s limited
time at Colby yielded lasting memories:
Cuban Missile Crisis fears then equals
COVID-19 fears today. These issues are
more traumatic than the memory of an
English class at Onie’s. Y Peter Lax welcomes two new grandsons, who he hopes to
fish with down the road. He’s been reading
Sir Edmund Hillary and Teddy Roosevelt
for inspiration. Y Anne Ruggles Gere’s
memories that punctuated her Colby years
include the Cuban Missile Crisis, walking
from Prof. Gilliam’s English history class
into the news of Kennedy’s assassination,
and singing “We Shall Overcome” with
Martin Luther King Jr. She wonders what
will punctuate today’s students’ memories.
Y Peter Swartz is pleased that Colby rec-

ognizes the need to invest in Waterville, to
continue building a first-rate campus, and to
support the athletic programs. Grandfathering five very funny granddaughters offsets
his ongoing work in real estate, where he
jokes he creates more problems than he’s
worth. Y Natalie Bowerman Zaremba
reflects in the midst of the pandemic about
the optimism we all shared after our Colby
experience versus the world our children
and grandchildren may be facing. She’s
thankful for the career she enjoyed and for
her loving family. Y Bill Latvis celebrated
his 50th wedding anniversary by traveling
to Hungary, Czech Republic, and Croatia.
Bucket List accomplishments equal flying
lessons, horseback riding, playing steel
drums, and teaching himself classical
music. Y Meg Fallon Wheeler loves living
51 minutes from Colby, so she visits the
Museum of Art regularly. She notes that she
majored in French, not math. Accordingly,
she submitted two well-written sentences,
not three. Gotta love that woman! Y Janice
Holt Arsan feels fortunate to live within
15 minutes of her two daughters and two
grandchildren. She exercises regularly and
loves to travel to places like Sedona, Gulf
Coast beaches, and sometime soon to
Spain and Portugal. Y Bob Davis moved
from rural Ohio to busy Indianapolis.
He misses raising chickens and making
maple syrup, but great restaurants and a
terrific YMCA pool offset these pastimes.
He also enjoys sculpting and painting. Y
Pamela Harris Holden turned 77 on March
9. She’s still ticking and enjoying life. Y
L. Gary Knight has both a granddaughter
and a grandson graduating from the U.S.
Air Force Academy in May with pilot slots.
He’s scheduled for a kidney transplant this
spring, barring any virus issues with hospital
scheduling. Our prayers are with you, Gary.
Y Linda Mitchell Potter downsized to their
ski house in a hectic fashion as the first
person in the door bought the main house
and wanted to close in a month. This, as they
were planning a trip to Europe and finding
out Lee ’67 needed a pacemaker. Future
travels (when permitted) include Africa and
Scandinavia. Retirement will be in Peterborough, N.H. Y If you’ve made it this far and
haven’t seen your name, please contribute
next time. 2021 is our 55th reunion—plan
to participate. Finally, for the past 6-7
years I’ve hosted mini-TDP reunions at my
Berkshires home with Eric Thorsen, Bob
Adams, Ed Burrell, Stu Wantman, John
Eiseman, David Chait ’67, Bernie Davidson
’68, Alan Crosby ’68, and Harold Kowal ’65.
These gatherings have been a treasure trove
of terrific memories and bad golf scores.
Adapting to today’s situation, we’ve planned
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Hello classmates! I hope this update
finds you all happy and, most importantly,
healthy. I’m not sure when you will all
receive this class update, but hopefully,
the COVID-19 pandemic will be history,
although the recovery from the economic
and emotional impact is likely to be with us
for quite some time. Y Bill Lyons wrote that
“I’m not sure how many of our classmates
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Jessie McGuire reports that things are
being canceled right and left due to COVID19. She and a group of her friends were
booked for a couple of weeks in Mongolia
this summer, but it looks like the trip will
have to be postponed for a year. American
Airlines canceled all flights into/out of China
throughout the summer, and Mongolia’s
borders are closed in order to keep the
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know that Boston had a National League
baseball team from 1876 through 1952.
That team moved to Milwaukee in 1953
and now resides in Atlanta.” Bill, a baseball
historian, wrote a chapter on William H.
Conant, one of the owners of the Boston
Nationals from 1877 through 1906, and
was published in The Glorious Beaneaters
of the 1890s by the Society for American
Baseball Research 2019. Usually referred
to as “Boston” or “Boston Nationals” by the
press, the nickname “Beaneaters” mostly
appeared in newspapers in other cities. Y
Bill ’66 and Cathy Cyr Latvis were hoping
to travel with some Maine friends to Isla
Mujeres for 10 days in mid-March but had
to cancel because of the pandemic. They
were hoping to be able to visit Margie Allan
Ewell, who was vacationing there as well.
A trip to Vietnam was also scheduled for
October, but they were waiting to see if traveling would be safe by then. They’re locked
up in their home in Florida riding things out.
Y Gary Austin and Judy had a busy year.
It began on the beach in Clearwater, Fla.,
in early January, after which they headed
to the Middle East for three weeks, visiting
Palestine, Israel, Egypt, and Jordan. The trip
included a small-ship cruise that took them
from Haifa down through the Suez Canal,
with stops in Giza and Luxor in Egypt, and
finally Amman, Jordan. The tour ended in
Jerusalem. They felt that the religious and
political aspects were complicated and
sometimes confusing, but the people and
scenery were spectacular. Gary said it was
“probably the most emotional trip we have
ever taken.” As of mid-March, their son and
his family in Seoul had been self-isolated
for just over three weeks, but were fine and
were schooling and working from home.
Other trips for the year were canceled,
and they hopefully will be visiting Maine
again in August. Y Peter Shearston had
planned to retire from the Missile Defense
Agency in April but elected to remain until
a replacement could be brought on board
following the COVID-19 shutdown. Peter
expressed his “humble apologies for not
publishing our reunion slide show yet. It
will happen soon. Best wishes to all!” Y
I had an opportunity to connect recently
with Paula and Dave Demers and with
Denise and Sandy Hoe. They’re all doing
well and are anxious to get back into the
world. Pam and I are scheduled to travel to
Great Britain in August to accompany one
of our granddaughters to a theater camp
in London’s theater district, but it remains
to be seen whether that will happen. I send
my best wishes to all of you for healthy
and happy times. And remember—our
55th reunion is only four years away!
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The recent catchy Colby branding phrase
is Dare Northward. I like it. But some of
our classmates are daring southward. Tom
Saliba resides all winter in Mexico, far from
the snow and sun-deprived days of his
summer home in South Freeport, Maine.
Tom is caring well for his health, getting in
trim fighting shape while he collects art and
travels to every exciting place he can find.
His travels and years of living have led Tom to
write, “There is so much beauty everywhere
if one just allows one’s eyes to see what is
right there. The same goes for peoples of
various cultures.” You see, he was paying
attention during philosophy and art classes.
Y Also, daring southward is Kurt Swenson.
You will recall Kurt hales from the ski and
snowmobile state of New Hampshire. But
now, Kurt is very happy piloting his fishing
boat on the Indian River near Vero Beach,
Fla. Kurt’s knees have convinced him that
skiing is no longer in his best interest, but
hours at the wheel of a fishing pontoon
boat with muscular engines fits him just
fine. He’s still learning to maneuver in close
quarters, but Kurt is not one to shrink from
the challenge. Do we know anyone who
sells marine insurance? Y Daring even
further southward, we find Ken Ingram.
Ken now lives in Uruguay. You might recall
he used to live in Mexico. Ken is enjoying
life with good wine, great beef, and the
social benefits accruing from having good
wine and delicious beef. As of this writing,
Ken has avoided any more motorcycle
adventures and attendant medical visits.
If he keeps moving south at his current
rate, he will reside in Tierra del Fuego by
our next reunion. Y Linda (Mitchell ’66)
and Lee Potter have stayed the course
and dared northward. On the ski slopes
in their for-now home of Vermont, they
embraced winter. The problem, however,
was that Lee broke six ribs that took three
months to heal. They decided to sell their
Vermont house and move to a continuous
care retirement community. Their house
sold quickly and they were ready to pack
up. But, in the middle of getting packed,
Lee had a heart issue and ended up in the
hospital for a pacemaker implant. Lee, you
will recall, is a hockey player, not just a mere

country virus free (which it was at the time
of her writing). Four of the 13 in this group
had planned to fly on American, and all
were planning on spending a night in Beijing before flying on to Ulaanbaatar. Even
if they managed to get there, they might
face mandated quarantines trying to get
home. She hopes that the rest of you are
faring better and that, whatever you plan
and wherever you are spending the summer,
that everyone remains healthy, happy, and
untouched by the virus. Y Ken Young says
that things in Hallowell, Maine, are moving
steadily toward spring after a warm and
comparatively dry winter. Nonetheless,
Ken and his wife did go to Tucson for two
weeks in February and March to thaw out.
They decided to postpone their visit to
their daughter and her husband in Berlin
from April to the fall due to the virus. Ken
keeps busy and engaged as president of
the board of trustees of the Hubbard Free
Library. The trustees are challenged by
ongoing concerns about raising money but
more pleasantly challenged by the needs of
their patrons for books, computer access,
tech support, and for new and interesting
programs for adults and children—lots of
fun. The neo-Gothic building is 140 years
old and a pleasure to visit. Ken also does
Medicare counseling for the newly eligible
and during open enrollment at the local
senior center. He planned to uncover their
sloop soon and get ready for another
summer of sailing in Penobscot Bay. Y
Steve Ford and his wife, Mary, recently
returned from an ocean cruise around the
south of Australia and the southern island
of New Zealand. They were impressed with
the beauty of those two countries. Until
the cruise, he had not appreciated the
size of Australia; it is almost the same
size as the U.S. lower 48. They returned
hours before the borders were closed and
flights discontinued. Planned trips later
this year to Israel and France are in doubt
for them. Y I hope that all of you remain
healthy throughout this trying time and
that I continue to hear from you. Stay well!
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mortal, so he and Linda left the hospital
and left for a cruise to Amsterdam and
Budapest. Y Remaining in the northern
regions of the USA, Alice Hubert Gardner
lives in Massachusetts, in the lovely seaside
town of Manchester-by-the-Sea. One of the
many charms of old towns is the presence
of community traditions. For Alice, the
tradition that caught her attention is the
annual Fourth of July parade. She was
so taken by the event that she has just
published a book she wrote and illustrated
called Fourth of July, Manchester-by-theSea, Massachusetts that celebrates the
town’s 375th anniversary. Y Sally Ray
Bennett sent her Christmas letter, and after
reading it, I could only think of the Johnny
Cash song “I’ve been everywhere man, I’ve
been everywhere.” Sally has been traveling
across the country from east to west, from
north to south, and every compass point
on the face of the Earth. For example, she
visited Custer’s Last Stand, the Buffalo
Bill Center, Yellowstone National Park, the
Grand Canyon. … You get the idea. Sally
met many people from across the globe
and treasures those connections as she
does the beauty and grandeur of the many
locations. Y I’ll close with a somber note
as we extend our condolences to Jean
Howard Bleyle on the loss of her husband
of 51 years, John (Bowdoin ’66). John
died after a two-and-a-half-year battle
with aggressive prostate cancer. Jean, her
three children, three grandsons, and other
family and friends celebrated John’s life
at a service in Athens, Ga., where she has
lived since 2006. The family met again for
an internment service in Wilton, Maine, last
July. Jean had the pleasure of being with
Jean Grindell Giles-Sims and Linda Allen
Vaughan, her Colby freshman roommates,
as they met for lunch while vacationing in
Maine last year. She also visited Carole
Fraser Fowler ’68 and her husband,
Northrup, who was a fraternity brother
of John’s. Jean will continue to summer
in Maine at Clearwater Lake outside of
Farmington and return to Georgia each fall.
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a Zoom gathering. We’re in very difficult
times in many different ways, but Colby
has provided us with lifelong friendships
and memories. Perhaps as we look forward,
thinking about a few things we’re grateful
for will be a special way to start each day.
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Jane Knapp Stinchfield Sexton expresses
the thought that we are all fortunate to have
the internet for communication, especially
during this time of the coronavirus. Her
husband has been receiving chemotherapy,
so they’ve been semi-isolating themselves
until the pandemic is over. Y Steve and
Laura Struckhoff Cline had an interesting
beginning to the year. Steve had his left
hip replaced in early January and had to
have it redone in mid-February. There were
times before the second surgery when he
had an audible squeak when he walked.
He felt like the Tin Man in the Wizard of
Oz. It is amazing how hard it is to “take it
easy” for several months. He should be 100
percent by the time they would have visited
Mayflower Hill for the 50th reunion. Steve
says that Laura was a rock throughout. On
a lighter note, they were blessed with the
arrival of another healthy and beautiful
granddaughter on Lincoln’s Birthday. That
makes seven grandchildren for them. Final
score: girls, 5, boys, 2. Y Doug Smith’s
West Coast optometry practice is closed
to all but emergency sight-threatening
conditions, which, as no one is very active
right now, are very rare. No bar fights, few
motor vehicle accidents, and a decline in
strokes for some reason. He and Hazel,
along with their local son’s family, are
following isolation rules. His wife, however,
is a delivery nurse and very busy right now.
Their California daughter’s family is fine,
although, with a 6- and 3-year-old out of
school for the balance of the year, they’re
researching how to build tiger cages. Y
Joani Katz, head of the 50th Reunion
committee, submitted this update: “It is
mid-April, and here in Boston we are in
lockdown. Colby has wisely postponed all
June 2020 reunions until a later date. It’s
ironic that 50 years ago our graduation
and senior year were disrupted. However,
we’ve proved we are a resilient class, and
our Colby ties remain strong. It has been
my privilege and pleasure to chair this
seminal reunion. Our committee has been
terrific. Class Co-Presidents Debbie Hawks
Kelley and Mark Zaccaria and I are part
of nearly 20 classmates who worked with
Colby staff to plan a wonderful multi-day
celebration. Now, several different dates
are being considered. Whenever our reunion
will occur, I urge you to come as the 50th
is a once-in-a-lifetime event. There had
been an overwhelming response to registration, and I know we can sustain that
sentiment as we work with the College
to arrange another date. Have a healthy

summer, be safe, and stay tuned to further
communication from Colby.” Y Bob and
Libby Brown Strough survived their first
full winter in New Hampshire, although it
was a mild winter by NH standards. We took
long walks with our Portuguese water dog,
Tango, and Libby spent hours quilting. Son
Jonathan and his family visited in February
for a ski weekend. Wishing you all a happy
and healthy summer, and I hope to see
everyone at our reunion, whenever it occurs.
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Social distancing, self-quarantining,
self-isolating, PPE, floating hospitals, surgical masks, TP (???) ... ventilator shortage, “making old people sacrifice (that is,
die?) in order to jumpstart the economy,”
(???) whole countries locked down and …
“coronials” = all new vocabulary for us as
we navigate our way through this coronavirus along with the rest of the world. Horrifying statistics, the likes of which we’ve
never encountered in our lifetimes. It is
my sincere hope that you all have weathered this pandemic well and are all right.
May we all see some normalcy emerge, if
it hasn’t already. Have you heard that the
generation that will be born 8-9 months
from now will be known as “coronials?”
As Nancy Neckes Dumart suggests, it
used to be that our classmates would
write in about their travels and visits to
exotic places. Now you’re writing about
the places you have NOT been able to
visit—along with the activities that keep
you active and safe. Y Jon Stone had a
wonderful visit to Florida with Steve Orlov and his wife, a renowned cellist. They
reminisced about growing up together in
Hull, Mass., and all their athletic endeavors over the years. They determined that
“the older we get, the better we were!”
Isn’t that true of all of us? Jon added
that he’s played on two separate softball
teams and won championships with both
the 60s and 70s teams. Congratulations,
Jon! Keep on swingin’ that bat. Y I hear
from Jim “Hawk” Hawkins on a regular
basis as we share funny photos and videos of our animal friends. I’m thankful for
my dogs, who keep me entertained during
these troubling times. Y As with many of
us, Rich Abramson has put travel plans
on hold. But he keeps busy serving as
Day One’s educational director as well as
supervising programs for their residential
treatment facilities. Rich walks every day
with John Bubar ’68, which helps keep

them both sane. Y From across the pond
in France, Jacques Hermant writes that
with two police authorizations, he is allowed to go to the grocery store and to
walk his dog for 500 meters. Prior to this
virus, Jacques and his family were able
to spend two weeks in Japan. Otherwise,
they are all secluded safely and are washing their hands. Y The benefits of the
teleconferencing mechanism Zoom have
enabled Alan Levine to “go to lectures”
on the teachings of Rabbi Nachman of
Breslov. Since cyberspace has made so
much accessible, he’s also had a lecture
straight from Jerusalem. He’s been a gabbai (assistant in Torah reading) as well.
Thanks, Alan, for donating platelets as
often as you can, too. Y Bernie Stewart
continues to forge ahead as a seven-year
stroke survivor! YAY, Bernie! He decided
it was time to give back, and he started
a nonprofit called Cape Cod Advocates
for the Disabled. The 501(c)3 organization helps those disabled individuals on
the Cape with housing, educational, and
other needs. Feel free to contact him for
more information. Y While responding
quickly to his son’s suggestion, “Let’s
go skiing,” Bill Hladky had a wonderful time skiing in Idaho, the bang on his
head notwithstanding. They had a blast
together, especially after Bill had made
friends again with the “bucking bronco” on the ski slopes (which caused the
bang on his head). He’s looking forward
to the trip next year—after he’s had time
to practice—when he can fly down the
slope. Y Then there were the best-laid
plans for a lovely trip to Spain for Leslie
Anderson. Of course, it was canceled, but
she was able to get vouchers and refunds
relatively easily. Instead, Leslie is painting, learning Spanish, going to her gym,
working on improving her guitar and bass
skills, all the while missing the normal
activities they enjoy. She points out that
we’re lucky we didn’t graduate in 1970.
Y Are you thinking about our 50th Reunion in 2021? I am! Stay well, everyone.
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Chris Legere currently lives on Cape Cod
and works as a reporter for the Cape Cod
Times. During her 30 years in the field,
she’s worked for South Shore dailies,
which included 12 years for the Boston
Globe’s South Section. “The best part
of the job is the ability to meet so many
people.” Chris had one sad bit of news:

her ex-husband, Hugo Wallgren, passed
away in 2018 in Newport, R.I. Y I heard
from Gary Petzold in March. He and his
wife, Sue, had just visited Tucson to see
family and friends. Gary and Sue bought a
home in Noank, Conn., last year and spend
a lot of time there. They hope to head to
Maine in September for their annual RV
trip to visit Colby/KDR friends. Last year
they enjoyed a cruise to England, Ireland,
and Iceland. Y Sally Chester Williford
sent greetings from Green Spring Valley,
Md., where she was recovering from her
second hip surgery. She will mandatorily
retire from the bench this September. Sally
looks forward to some leisure time after
almost 50 years of nonstop employment.
She had a rewarding legal career as a trial
lawyer defending capital murder cases and
later as a trial judge hearing speeding and
domestic violence cases. Her entire career
has been about people, law, and upholding
the Constitution. She’s contemplating
coming to our 50th Reunion if she can get
Joyce Bemak Haines to go. She sends her
best and a special thanks to Bill Alfond and
his family for their contributions to Colby.
Y Speaking of Bill Alfond, he had been
traveling a lot for business and pleasure.
Last fall he and his wife, Joni, visited Egypt
for the first time, and he found it fascinating!
They also visited their daughter and family
in Thailand. Later, they attended the World
Biathlon Championships in Germany and
Austria. Y Nancy Brunnckow Marion wrote
with the wonderful news that she’s healthy
and leukemia-free! She had a stem cell
transplant three years ago this July. She
still has a few side effects, but overall
feels great and thanks modern medicine
for giving her a renewed life. She visits the
gym, paints with watercolors, and plays
competitive bridge. She spent time with
Art and Jeanne Emerson Young when
they visited her in Florida. When she wrote,
she was ‘hunkered down’ trying to weather
the COVID-19 pandemic. Let’s hope it will
only be a memory by the time of our 50th
Reunion. Y Fahed Al-Mugairin sent an
email to the College from Saudi Arabia,
where he’s currently residing. “I really would
like to connect with my former classmates
and with anybody who still remembers
me. Contact me via email (falmugairin@
gmail.com) or Whatsapp.” Fahed was at
Colby for two years before transferring to
Syracuse University. Y Chris Pinkham
and Donna Power Stowe are co-chairing
the executive committee for the Class of
1972 50th Reunion, which is just a few
years away. They’re looking for volunteers
to help connect with as many classmates
as possible. To date Carol Beaumier,
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As I write these notes, our entire planet is
caught in the grips of a deadly coronavirus
crisis. In the United States, the contagion
has not yet reached its peak. So between
the writing these lines in early April, and the
reading of them months hence, let’s hope
that life on the far side of this pandemic
has returned to a reasonable level of normalcy. Y Many months ago, Bill ’77 and
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Dennis Delehanty
Richard Vann
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By joining the Colby Legacy Society,
you put your legacy into action. Whether
through an estate plan, charitable gift
annuity, or charitable remainder trust,
every gift creates a ripple effect that
reaches far into the future.
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THE PATHWAY TO
SOMETHING GREATER.
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The Class of ’73 has been doing a great
deal of reflecting about Colby friendships
lately. The recent article that Lloyd Benson
wrote about the 50 years of friendship with
the Lambda Chi brothers appeared in the
Boston Globe magazine as well as the last
issue of this magazine. He is very grateful
for the wonderful comments and messages
classmates have sent him. Peter Rinaldi
was brought to tears over the story and the
“wonderful picture” of these guys who he
remembers at age 22. Y Sue Schink has
two Forever Friends from Colby. One is a
classmate she knew since seventh grade
and then at Colby; this woman is one of a
few who ”knew her when.” Her other FF is her
college roommate; though often separated,
it’s as if they were never apart when they
are again in touch. I share that sentiment
as well, Sue. These two women are her
“prayer warriors” with whom she can share
her deepest concerns and biggest joys;
the years at Colby were important to the
building of these relationships “to be strong
pillars” in her life. Y Fran Gates Demgen,
while reading a poem to her granddaughter,
believes the understanding of poetry, politics, or pandemics “is facilitated by experience and critical thinking.” We all learned
through our Colby education. Y Anne
Badmington Cass describes being a “Colby
Couple” (with husband Richard Cass)
represents her most cherished friendship
from college. Knowing him for more than
50 years is inspiring. She writes of other
Colby duos they see, including Norm and
Pat Flanagan Olsen, Amy (Brewer ’71) and
Gary Fitts, Susan (McBratney ’74) and Matt
Powell, and Anne (Traver ’74) and David
Swardlick. Anne also identifies Sigma
Kappa sorority as a source of extended
closeness and those forever friends such
as Sue Colucci Neumyer, Janet Hueners
Crook, and Roberta Rollins Wallace.

against the virus. “Hats off to all those in
the care sector,” she writes. If life during
the pandemic becomes too boring, Judy
says, she may return to making lace, the
subject of her senior year Jan Plan project.
Y Before the virus struck, S. Ann Earon
had been traveling at a breakneck pace,
from “Maine to Florida to Vermont to Italy
to France.” Ann enjoyed lunch with Libby
Corydon Apicella on the Jersey Shore last
year before Libby’s prolonged visit to Italy. In
one special trip, Ann plied the Rhône, from
Lyon to Marseille, on a cruise to celebrate
her 25th wedding anniversary. Plans to
retire can wait to her seventies, says Ann,
who still cannot find enough hours in the
day for her many interests. Y Over the
winter Kent and Cindy Vietor Kahle made
an extraordinary trip to Australia, where they
witnessed the smoke from wildfires near
Sydney. The coronavirus put the kibosh on
spring dates for the weddings of both Cindy’s youngest daughter and for Deb Wathen
Finn’s daughter, Stephanie ’07. The brides
hope that fall dates can be set for the weddings; plans are for Stephanie’s wedding
to be held in South Africa. Meanwhile, our
class’s Cousins Islands contingent reports
that Art Bell has launched a candidacy
for election to the Maine legislature. Y
In early February several members of our
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Nancy Spangler Tiernan went whitewater
rafting with son Peter ’03 near Chickaloon,
Alaska. During their stay in the 49th state,
the trio visited Howard Lazar, who, as they
enthusiastically report, “has chosen a truly
spectacular place to live.” Y Michael
McNamara is now retired from nearly
a quarter-century of practicing law and
nearly that many years teaching high school
English and Spanish. Both professions still
tug at him, though, as he still gets calls from
both former legal clients and proposals
from local schools for long-term substitute
teaching assignments. Mike concedes that
he enjoys the “dynamics of the classroom,”
and his growing ranks of grandchildren.
Y Also retiring, after 42 years as head of
Starr Marine Agency, a Manhattan-based
global maritime insurance company, is
David French. He and his wife, Marjorie, are
relocating to Cohasset, Mass. The couple’s
son is happily employed at Google in San
Francisco, while their daughter is winding up
her second year in medical school in New
York City. “We are blessed,” says David.
Y For Judy Sidell Westerlund, a recent
cross-country skiing trip with grandchildren in the Swedish mountains, where she
managed to keep up with the three-yearold, was “divine.” Judy’s daughter-in-law,
an ICU nurse, is in the thick of the fight
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She finds reunions to be “great fun,” and
I agree; I have come to know many of you
well through wonderful opportunities to
return to campus together and serving as
your class correspondent. Y Norm Olsen
has been thinking about the wonderful
connections he renewed while working on
the 45th reunion—and how that experience
has resulted in more close communication
since then. As a Colby Couple, Norm and
Pat have raised three sons, all of whom
graduated from Colby, and their middle
son and his wife are also a Colby couple.
Y Alex Wilson, the loyal spokesperson for
the aforementioned LCA friends, wrote to
update on their most recent gathering, the
Winter Pokerfest, at the newly completed
home of Duncan Leith and his wife, Jennifer,
in Cape Neddick, Maine. Joe Mattos provided a preview of the website he’s building
using 50 years of friendship photos taken
since freshman year at Colby. I have seen
this as well and hope it can serve as a model
for others to consider. Y I look forward to
a weekly online bridge date with Forever
Friends Jackie Nienaber Appeldorn,
Debbie Mael Mandino, and Lisa Kehler
Bubar—just like 50 years ago. Y A reunion
committee has begun planning for our 50th
Reunion (May 31-June 4, 2023). Hard-atwork members include chair Lisa Kehler
Bubar, class correspondent yours truly,
class president Gary Fitts, gift planning
agent Doug Gorman, and executive committee members Dave Baird, Janet Gillies
Foley, Sue Yovic Hoeller, Norm Olsen, Ken
Viens, and Alex Wilson. This core group
will be working hard to develop the next
phase of planning, which will involve more
classmate recruitment for important roles
in making our reunion what we want it to
be. There is a part to be played by anyone
who wants to become involved, so please
watch for communication from one of these
hard-working volunteer leaders. Y I hope
you and your families have been safe and
that the worst is behind us. Thank you to
President David Greene and his compassionate leadership of Colby at this time.
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Mike and Anne O’Hanian Szostak, and
Clark Ruff have joined the committee—but
they need more of you! The COVID-19
pandemic has put a temporary hold on
the committee’s active work, so Chris
and Donna are working with Colby staff
to develop an amended work schedule.
However, they’ll go forward once the world
restarts. So, please, if you’re interested
in volunteering, or are willing to connect
us to your Colby network, please contact
Donna at dlpstowe@verizon.net, 703-3623039, or Chris at cwpinkham@gmail.com,
207-415-1770. See you in June 2022!

To learn more, contact the Office
of Gift Planning at 1-800-809-0103
or giftplanning@colby.edu or visit
colby.edu/giftplanning.
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Don Snyder ’72 was featured on the BBC
Scotland’s show “The Nine” highlighting his
Caddie School for Soldiers, which welcomed
its first class of students to St. Andrews last
year. The world’s first caddie training school for
wounded vets honors past soldiers as well as
the new generation of soldiers, Snyder told the
BBC Scotland. ♦ Sharon Walsh McNally ’76
has joined the board of Jamaica Plain’s
Community Servings, a nonprofit providing
medically tailored meals and nutrition services
to critically and chronically ill individuals and
their families. McNally is president of Boston’s
Camp Harbor View and chief of staff in the
Riki Ott ’76
Connors Family Office, also in Boston. ♦
Marine toxicologist Riki Ott ’76, director of the
nonprofit ALERT, discussed the lasting effects of the BP oil spill in the Gulf of
Mexico on an NBC News feature in March. “Dispersants have been the go-to,
sort of the red herring: ‘Oh, this stuff works, and it just disappears and goes
away,’” Ott said. “We know it doesn’t go away, and it does more harm than
good.” Ott is also in two recent documentary films: A Concerned Citizen: Civics
in Action (2019) and The Cost of Silence (2020), an exposé about the long-term
health effects of the BP disaster. ♦ Pulitzer Prize-winning author Alan Taylor ’77
has been elected to the American Philosophical Society in the social sciences
section. Taylor is the Thomas Jefferson Foundation Chair in American History at
the University of Virginia.
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class’s Maine alumni crowd gathered at
the home of Norman and Christine Bogossian Rattey for a pre-game party before
the Colby-Bowdoin men’s hockey game.
Classmates who joined the get-together and
went on to watch the Fighting White Mules
defeat the Polar Bears 4-1 included Art
Bell and his wife, Robin; Mark Curtis and
wife Dianne; Rob Burgess; Steve Collins
and Carol Wynne; Brian McQuarrie; and
Deb Wathen Finn and Stephanie Finn ’07.
At this gathering, reported one classmate,
“We recalled the month we met, arriving
on campus nearly fifty years ago, to forge
friendships we have sustained to this day.
As we discussed marking that milestone
in some way, Rob Burgess volunteered
to host a 50th-anniversary celebration
in the fall. As the COVID-19 crisis—hopefully—eases, could our class consider
holding such informal gatherings later this
year as we begin to think and plan for our
50th reunion?” Y Stay safe, everyone!
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Vinnie Cassone reported that his 16-yearold son, Gabriel, is a high school junior and
varsity soccer player; eldest daughter Ariel
is an artist; and he has four grandchildren
living in Texas with his older son, Michael.

Vinnie continues as biology department
chair at the University of Kentucky, where he
leads an HHMI-funded educational program
to retain STEM majors through hands-on
research. Funded by the NIH (National
Institute of Health), his research program
has evolved into a study of biological clocks
in commensal bacteria in our gastrointestinal systems. Y Jacquelyn Lindsey Wynn
had the opportunity to travel to Charlotte,
N.C., last fall to attend the inauguration of
Daniel Lugo, Colby’s former vice president
for college advancement, as the 21st
president of Queens University of Charlotte.
Y Over the years Buck Drew has enjoyed
visits with Steve Tait, Dave Turnbull, Jim
Schmidt, Gayle Nicoll McCampbell, and
Curt Brown at his cabin on Lake Michigan.
In the past decade, Buck has worked with
family members and neighbors to preserve
more than 150 acres of woods and dunes
as preserves under the stewardship of the
Nature Conservancy. The larger idea is to
hold off the development of carbon-rich
forests; the more immediate gain is
watching the local kids participate in trail
building. Once completed, they’ll mountain
bike together in “these magnificent stands
of conifers and deciduous trees.” Buck
has found a way, he said, to apply what
he learned in Bio 101! Y In November
Ed Walczak had a great trip to Chilean
Patagonia and reports that Torres del Paine

National Park was the awesome highlight.
He enjoyed seeing Professor Sandy Maisel
in February at a Colby event in Boston, and
by March Ed was back out on the slopes of
Breckenridge, Colo. Y Retired since 2015,
Linda Watts resides in the same house in
Malden, Mass., where she’s slowly making
progress on her “huge personal backlog.”
She and Andie Ward Antone had planned
to our 45th reunion, but are looking forward
to seeing everyone whenever it happens.
Y Lisa Turtz Birnbaum had a great start
to her year with the February wedding of
her oldest daughter, Zoe. Lisa painted
the Ketubah, a marriage contract, for the
newlyweds. She has had several exhibits
of her paintings and a recent solo show at
the Barrett Art Center in Poughkeepsie,
N.Y. In addition, three of Lisa’s paintings
were chosen for the EXPO 39 Winners
Exhibition, held at a gallery in Huntington,
N.Y. Y Philip McCahill has been enjoying
retirement on Cape Cod with a mixture
of travel and volunteer/consulting work.
Last year he and his wife traveled to the
Far East, Jacksonville (NCAAs), Savannah,
Charleston, NYC, and the Grand Canyon
area. When spring trips were canceled,
Phil and his wife chose to spend as much
time as possible with their five-year-old
granddaughter. “You forget the energy they
have at that age!” Y Richard Whitecar
happily reports that he and his wife, Cathy,
have been married for 40 years and have
two grandchildren. They enjoy their condo
at the Jersey shore, and they substitute
as elementary school aides in their local
school system. Recently, Richard began a
weightlifting program and is very pleased
that his weight is now five pounds less
than at his Colby graduation 45 years ago!

’76

Robert Weinstein
classnews1976@colby.edu

Greetings! Well, the ’20s have certainly
roared in. I’m writing amid the pandemic,
hoping when you read this all will be under
control, that you and those you love are safe.
Usually, I end with a reminder to reach out
to a classmate who’s on your mind. This
time, I’ll put it up front. You never know
when the friend you call is the friend who
needed to hear your voice that day. Now, to
the updates. Y Rich Cifelli retires in June
after 34 years at the University of Oklahoma.
He’s diving back into his woodworking
and taking metalworking classes, both
machining and welding, so he can work
some metal into his pieces. He’s downsized
his menagerie, retaining for now only a few
turtles, some fowl, and a couple of cats.

Rich hopes to eventually move to Arizona. Y
Andy Gleeman noted that he’s spent more
time washing his hands in the previous two
weeks than he had the entire time since
graduation! Fifteen years ago, Andy was
asked to spend a year teaching English as
a second language to immigrant women
at Bridgeport’s Mercy Learning Center. All
these years later and he’s still at it and loves
doing this important, gratifying work. He
visited Colby last summer, only his second
time since graduation, while en route to a
hiking adventure in Acadia National Park.
Walking the old footsteps was a fun timewarp experience. He pointed out to his
daughter the blue tower light that he turned
green on St. Paddy’s eve of 1973. (You’re
good, Andy—the statute of limitations has
long run out!) Y Joy Sawyer-Mulligan wrote
with information about Riki Ott and Riki’s
recent work as founder and director of the
ALERT (A Locally Empowered Response
Team) Project. The organization focuses on
oil and oil-based chemicals as pollutants
and on communities at risk from exposure.
Earlier in the year, ALERT filed a lawsuit
against the Environmental Protection
Agency over its rules on the use of chemical
dispersants in response to oil spills. Riki
appears regularly in the media, with both
online appearances and blogs, to provide
her expertise. Y Lisa Wolman Haber wrote
quite movingly about the funeral services
for her late husband, Sigmund, at Arlington
National Cemetery last November, with
full military honors. Later in the year, she
took two cruises with family and friends.
Lisa continues to volunteer for Small
Paws Rescue, a rescue group for bichon
frisé. She’s kept her RV and is hoping to
learn to drive it herself—she has a list of
girlfriends ready for weekend getaways.
Lisa’s an assistant campaign manager for
a U.S. Congressional candidate, and she
plans to work on the presidential election
later this year. She loves life in Boca Raton
and welcomes visitors headed to south
Florida. Y Dale Marie Crooks Golden
McDonald continues her important work
with Bridge Bank, empowering small businesses in the Oakland, Calf., area. This
work was especially important in helping
distribute loans from COVID-19 funds for
small businesses. This spring Dale Marie
was slated to receive the Anne Woodell
Award for Business Leaders. She’ll also
be the keynote speaker at an upcoming
women’s leadership luncheon. Her topic:
“Women in Leadership—The Power of Giving
Back.” Y Paul Kueffner has retired, but his
wife, Sue, has kept them super busy with
speaking engagements in the Northeast
and Florida covering her book Lifeboat
12. While traveling, they visited Rab and

Lisa Mathey Landry
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Hello, all! I have a little good news to share
in this time of uncertainty. Last August Kyle
Harrow moved back to Scituate, Mass.,
after 28 years away. She went kicking
and screaming, she said, but she’s very
thankful to be close to the ocean. Despite
living in a one-bedroom apartment while
her house is being renovated, she’s grateful
that she can watch the swans and ducks
on the pond and walk down the block to
watch the waves crash onto the beach. She
finds peace in all of that. Kyle hopes that
everyone is well and healthy. Y Angela
Mickalide just started a new position as
vice president, programs and education
at the American College of Preventative
Medicine (ACPM) in Washington, D.C.
ACPM is a professional medical society
of more than 2,000 physicians dedicated

I think Michael Fanger said what was
probably on many others’ minds when
they received my email message with the
COVID-19 pandemic upon us. “So, this is
an interesting time to send class notes!”
As of the third week in March, he said
that he had 75 employees in two offices
working remotely for a week already. He
and his wife have lived in New Jersey for
20 years, and they have a place in NYC
and in Woods Hole, Mass. Their business,
Eastern Funding, is now wholly owned by
Brookline Bank, Boston, so he’s in Boston
often. Several years ago, they had an intern from Colby for the summer. Michael
is close friends with Jonathan Smith ’77
and has skied with Jonathan and Boyd
Allen ’77 out West several times in recent
years. This year Michael and his wife had
planned travel to Ireland and Italy, but
that’s now questionable until the coronavirus passes. Y Speaking of skiing,
in January Ronni (Posner ’78) and John
Carpenter went skiing at Big Sky in Montana and had a mini-reunion with Warren
Pratt, Jack McBride, and Ted Tinson. According to John, there were “lots of stories
told—most of them lies.” John sent a photo from the slopes, which you can see at
colby.edu/mag in the class notes section.
Y Fred Madeira has retired from a 25-
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Francie Palmer Christopher and her
husband, Franklin, have spent the last 2½
years cruising between the Chesapeake
Bay and the Bahamas on their 48-foot
trawler. Now they’re back on land, visiting
their seven grandchildren (all under the
age of three!), dividing their time between
Boston, Annapolis, and Norfolk. They’ve
owned property in Roatan, Honduras, for
eight years and try to sneak away there
when they can. Francie hopes to make it
to Waterville for a reunion. Y Like all of
ours lives, Nancy Piccin’s life has been
altered by the coronavirus. She’s thankful
to have been telecommuting for the past
20 years, and she’s counting down the two
years until she can officially retire. She’s
very worried about everyone—friends and
acquaintances—and misses the simple
pleasures, like listening to live music and
eating at local restaurants. Nancy is glad
she was able to move her mother from an
independent to an assisted living facility
just before “the madness hit.” She learned
a lot about all the factors involved in this
big life change. Sadly, her daughter had to
cancel a long-planned trip to Japan. On the
bright side, she’s getting more organized,
scraping old wallpaper, and making soups.
Nancy still hopes to travel someplace warm
after Thanksgiving. Y Jeff Wheeler encourages us to stay in contact with classmates
and friends, and he stresses the importance
of helping each other at this time. Y Fortunately, Pam Cleaves Devine works for a
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Greetings! Mark Richardson reminded
me that our 45th reunion is coming up—
it’s the first weekend in June 2022. By
then, we should all be able to be together
instead of having to stay apart. If anyone
has any suggestions/thoughts/requests
please let Mark know. Y Steve Roy reports that he and his wife, Valerie (Jones
’76), are doing well in South Portland,
Maine. He intended to head up to Colby
March 15 for “one last skate,” just as the
College was shutting down. Colby invited
Waterville High School alums to skate
before the arena is torn down. The new
facility will be a masterpiece with not only
the rink but everything else for athletics,
including the only 50-meter pool in the
state. The “original” Alfond Ice Arena was
opened in 1955. Please, Colby alums,
when you hear anyone—especially UMO
folks—talking about “the” Alfond Arena in
Orono, remind them of where and when
the original was first constructed. No
better place to play or watch a game! Y
Peter Cohn has retired from classroom
teaching, but he works for an agency that
places home school earth science tutors
for kids with medical challenges. Pete
says that the local history and science
museum association he presides over, the
Christopher Morley Knothole Association,
may open its doors this summer. He also
plays in the Long Island Harmonica Club,
keeps three small boats, and volunteers
once a week to help the staff at a senior
center. His wife, Joanne, still substitute
teaches and loves her organic community
garden. See her photography website, joannemulberg.com, made by his son, Aaron, who creates websites for a living while
residing in Manhattan. His daughter, Sarah, is a packaging design artist living in
Williamsburg, Brooklyn. When she comes
out to Huntington, Long Island, Peter and
Joanne borrow her apartment to see a
show and stay overnight. Y In retirement
Evan Katz is writing major league baseball biographies and historical game sto-

to improving the health and quality of life
of individuals, families, communities, and
populations through disease prevention
and health promotion. I gather she’s very
busy and has hit the ground running. Angela
is happy that we were able to have our
reunion last year and see everyone there.
She also wishes for everyone to stay safe
and healthy. Y Kevin Schneider, CLU,
executive VP and manager, was named a
Five Star Wealth Manager with the Bulfinch
Group in February. Y Gayle Amato has three
children—one son was married in 2018 and
the other two have weddings planned this
year. Her daughter’s spring wedding plans
are shifting to summer, and her other son
is planning for October. She’s thankful that
she can work full time from home, has
Zoom to stay connected with family, and
has Instacart! Y Right now, I’m thankful
that my children and grandchildren are
healthy. My daughters are busy figuring
out how to teach online for the remainder
of the school year. I hope that this finds
everyone safe, healthy, and stronger in
spirit and kinder in our hearts. I know
that we are all of those things and more.
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company, Business Learning Institute, that
runs executive seminars, conferences, and
training courses. It’s had remote and cloud
capabilities for a few years, so working
at home is not an issue, a good thing as
she’ll be busy for the next few months.
She asks us to “please stay safe, healthy,
strong, and positive!” Last fall at Colby,
John Devine attended the C Club Man of
the Year dinner (honoring Sandy Buck) with
Jim Cook, Doug Giron, Larry Hill, Henry
Kennedy ’80, and Jeff Wheeler. Kim ’06,
Pam and John’s daughter, and her family
recently moved from Princeton, N.J., to
Cape Elizabeth, Maine. They’re living a mile
from Pam’s childhood home. Y It’s hectic
in the Mathey Landry house! Jack and I
have been going through mountains of our
“stuff” in anticipation of downsizing once
this crisis has ended. We’ve (well, mainly
Jack has) made numerous trips to the dump
or the storage unit. There’s been lots of time
to look through closets, the basement, and
attic and to wonder: “That’s hideous, what
were we thinking? Who bought all the snow
globes? Ah, there’s the rest of Devin’s drum
kit. Boy, Nate had a lot of shoes! Why are
there 10 duffle bags—we’re the only two
here. Another umbrella? C’mon, really?”
It’s been interesting and prompted lots
of old stories and memories. The house
is getting neater and the storage unit is
almost full. Y Congratulations to Jane
Brox and Gerry Boyle, both winners of
a 2020 Maine Literary Award. Jane was
honored with the award for nonfiction
for her book Silence, while Gerry won in
the crime fiction category for his book
Random Act. How fun to have two Mainebased writers recognized for their talents!
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ries for the Society for American Baseball
Research (sabr.org). Y The past year has
been a big one for Sandy Pardee in Québec. He bought his wife’s aunt’s house in
Cap-Rouge, a suburb of Québec—his first
time buying a home. They put on a new
roof with new insulation and remodeled
the dining room, living room, and kitchen with a heated floor. They’re ready for
those Québec winters now! Sandy retired
after teaching English for many years and
now his only “work” is playing music. His
last piece of big news is that he’s now a
Canadian citizen (as of January). Just in
time, some would say. He is still a U.S.
citizen, though, and intends to stay one.
Y Robert Weinstein ’76 shared the sad
news that our classmate Deb Cohen
passed away suddenly March 13, 2020.
Robert was her good friend and was in
touch with her over the years. She apparently died in her sleep. Her obituary
is in the back pages of this magazine.
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Martha Bell in New Jersey. Other travel
plans were nixed for awhile due to COVID19, as was a three-week anniversary trip
to Europe and Africa. Their plan to make
lemonade instead sounds good: taking their
boat on a cruise to Maine while practicing
the celestial navigation Paul learned one
Jan Plan. Y Remember to donate to the
Colby Fund. Our next reunion is NEXT year,
June 4–6, 2021; add it to your calendar!
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year business-development career with
WEX. He’s doing some consulting, and he
enjoys not spending inordinate amounts
of time in airplanes, airports, and strange
hotels. Fred has also put in plenty of effort planning our 40th reunion, along with
Elliott Pratt, Susan Sullivan Hinrichs,
Lynn Collins Francis, Bob Bower, Beverly
Nalbandian Madden, and me. We have
our plans in place and look forward to
enjoying reunion with more of our classmates, whenever that becomes possible.
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Connections! If 2020 has taught us anything, it’s the importance of remaining
connected to our friends and loved ones.
Along those lines, I’ll start this column
with the sentiment that Victor and I hope
to see as many of you as possible at our
June 2021 reunion. It’s difficult to believe
that it will be our 40th, but it’ll be a perfect
opportunity to reconnect and just enjoy
Maine and Colby. As for catching up with
a few of our classmates, here is the latest.
Y Jane Eklund lives with her spouse in
Hancock, N.H., and is the alumni magazine
editor at Keene State College (maybe I
could use your help, Jane?). Jane’s novel
The Story so Far was set for publishing in
May from Bauhan Publishing. Y Duncan
and Karen Sondergeld Whitney live in
Boston’s Back Bay. Karen does executive
searches for life science companies. She’s
joined the board of Science Club for Girls, a
25-year-old nonprofit in the Greater Boston
area whose mission is to foster excitement,
confidence, and literacy in STEM for girls
and young women from underrepresented
communities. Karen said that David Ryley,
MD, at Boston IVF, has been a wonderful
advocate for spreading the word about the
cause. David and Duncan spent a week
skiing this year in Big Sky with several
other Colbians. Y Dani Nemec Micsan
retired in December 2018 after 34 years
of government work. She spent 2019
enjoying gardening, going to the gym,
and lots and lots of running. She ran the
November 2019 marathon in Richmond,
Va., and also the Dopey Challenge at Disney
Orlando in January this year. Dani has more
marathons planned in her future, and she
often runs with Tory Sneff Schulte, also a
marathoner. Y John Clevenger shared that
Joel Harris, Steve Pfaff, Scott Vandersall,
and Bob Clark got together in Boston
Seaport in January for dinner. As noted
in my last column, this crew has verbally
committed to our 40th reunion. So, we’ll

plan on seeing them and the rest of Colby’s
Class of 1981 in spring 2021 in Maine!
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Eric Ridgway writes that life is going well
in rural north Idaho, where they weren’t yet
nearly as impacted by the coronavirus as
other parts of the country. His counseling
business, the Human Connection Counseling Services, is growing with the addition
of neuro-therapy and neurofeedback to the
toolkits of the team’s five counselors. They
were also actively looking to hire another
licensed professional counselor. Eric
appreciates his geology degree as he and
his wife, Cindy Aese, keep adding to their
collection of rocks, minerals, and gems. He
notes that Phil Hough ‘81 is working actively
to create and defend more wilderness in
their region. Eric sends out a “big hello” to
Sandy Whatley ’81, Britt Holmen, Diane
Zavotsky, and others who were a huge part
of his Colby experience. Eric wishes he lived
close enough to make our class reunions. He
also wishes all of us a safe journey through
these challenging times, and reminds us
that our 40th reunion is in two short years!
Thanks, Eric—the same to you. See you in
two? Y Nancy Briggs Marshall has started
a podcast called The PR Maven Podcast,
which is all about personal branding and
public relations. She is also writing for
Forbes.com and MaineBiz. She’s not slowing down one bit! She went cross-country
and alpine skiing every weekend all winter.
She’s looking forward to riding the Trek
Across Maine and swimming the Peaks to
Portland (Maine) this summer. Go, Nancy!
Y Jeff Brown’s daughter, Hannah, married
in January and moved to Boston in May,
where her husband will attend graduate
school at MIT. Jeff and wife Jessica hope
to be around Boston more often in the very
near future. Their son became engaged in
February—he’ll get married and move to
Denver this year. Lots of family logistics!
Y Due to the coronavirus (March 2019),
my family has relocated to our Maine cabin,
except for daughter Laura, who works in the
ER at Tufts-New England Medical Center in
Boston and is staying away from us. We are
working, online learning, walking, cycling,
and watching too much TV. We feel fortunate
to be together, have jobs, and have a good
internet connection. The hardest part is
not being able to visit my mother-in-law
in her nursing home. A year ago, Diane
Conley LaVangie, Helen Dooley Anthony,
Ann Skinner Rider, and Kim Smith and
Doug McCartney joined us at the cabin

for a wonderful weekend of socializing
and cross-country skiing. Coincidently, I
was keeping my distance from everyone
then, too, as I was recovering from the
flu. I think we may be here in Maine for a
while, but hopefully, by the time you read
this, the worst of the coronavirus will have
passed. I’m looking forward to the days
when we can gather with friends again.
Warm wishes for good health everyone.
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#DearPlagueDiary, I’m not sure where
to start because, well, I knew 2020 was
going to be wicked special, I just never
anticipated how wicked special it would be.
Certainly, it compelled many people WHO
NEVER FRICKING WRITE ME to send some
news. PS, I loved hearing from all of you,
and I’ll be writing you back as soon as I
hit “Send” on the class notes. Y Me first. I
decided in December 2019 to launch a new
business, and it seemed to me that there
would be no better time than in the middle
of a worldwide pandemic. Backstory: I am
a strong proponent of corporate and notfor-profit governance, and it’s shocking to
me that not everyone shares my passion
for arcane management science. Nevertheless, I persist, and I flipped the switch
in March: TheBoardMechanic.com. “Your
governance, fixed.” Y Now back to all of you.
First of all, thank you, Paul Lezberg, super
swell to hear from you. As you may know,
Paul joined a medical device company in
Andover, Mass. If I recall, it coincided with
our 20th reunion, because I remember
learning more about organ transplants than
I ever could have hoped. He is celebrating
15 years there. Glad to hear that he was
able to lunch with Barbara Leonard and
Dan Marra in Portland just before The
World Shut Down. Y Delisa Laterzo wrote
that her son is off to graduate school in
London, hopefully starting in September
2020. Delisa enjoyed a recent ski trip to
Okemo with a group of Colby ’82 grads the
seemed to include a hoard of great wine!
I love that for you, Delisa! <3 Y Speaking
of love, Sal Lovegren wrote from Camden,
Maine. I’m conflicted about revealing this,
but she did confess to an eight-month
sponge hoard and is mad flirting with the
mindfulness coloring books (hey, Sal, I
broke out mine, plus the colored pencils
and spent the evening doing a mandala
in seven shades of purple and blue!!).
Y Congratulations are in order to Mair
Sirakides Hill, who shared that her new
book is out, A Good Plan: Intentionally
Simple, from Balboa Press. Mair has been

a health and wellness coach for decades
and focuses her attention on helping people
live healthy, which I gotta think is hot RN.
Go, Mair!! Y Together with his wife, Gail,
Mike Schafer has finally emerged from
the wilds of central New Hampshire to
darken again the sidewalks of Boston as
the incoming head at the Newman School.
Mike always has the best timing for these
kinds of major life transitions, no? Both of
my kids had the pleasure of high school
under Mike and Gail’s attention and humor,
and I know they’ll agree that Newman
School scored big here. Y My occasional
Hudson Valley Beer Summit co-leader Steve
Rowse gave up the crew attending a recent
Epic Zoom Cocktail Hour: co-conspirators
included our own ’83s, Ellen McIntire,
Jamie Town, Nick Silitch, and spouses.
A great digital experience was had by all.
Y Scott Stein sent up a flare spelling out
the words, “No News,” which must mean
he’s still in Manhattan; your fearless
interlocutor will get more for next time. Y
And now for my final shout-out: Oh, hey,
Chris Easton, thanks for the low-key dark
one-liner to my news request: “Whole.
New. Reality.” Yep, that about sums it up.
Keep the cards and letters coming, Fam,
and we’ll talk on the other side. Cheers!
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Our class has been quite busy. Y Scott
Morrill and his wife, Jane (MacKenzie ’83),
enjoy retirement together. They went to Peru
for six weeks and took Spanish lessons,
volunteered at a dog shelter, and did some
sightseeing. This winter they visited friends
who were housesitting a charming cottage
in Provence. They returned to their home
in Portland, Ore., before all the COVID-19
issues created travel chaos. Scott has
been asked to come out of retirement by
his former employer, the Oregon State Bar,
where he will be helping analyze ethics
complaints about Oregon lawyers. This
is the third part-time stint he has done
since he retired! Y Sam Staley has big
news about the April publication of his
book, The Beatles and Economics: Entrepreneurship, Innovation, and the Making
of a Cultural Revolution. April 10 was the
50th anniversary of the Beatles break-up,
and Sam’s book does a deep dive into the
band’s innovative process to understand,
and explain, why they were able to sustain
their path-breaking contributions to pop
music, why they broke up, and why other
bands such as the Beach Boys and Rolling
Stones could not match the pace or the
breadth of their music. Sam hoped to make

Scott Lainer
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Attorney Thomas McKeon ’82 was nominated to
serve as justice on the Maine Superior Court by
Governor Janet Mills; in January, the state legislature
confirmed him. For almost 30 years, McKeon has
practiced law with the firm Richardson, Whitman,
Large and Badger. ♦ Remy, a service dog belonging
to Marian Leerburger ’84, is the Collie Club of
America’s 2020 Shining Star Award recipient, one
of the highest honors for a collie. “He’s missing his
work terribly at the moment,” Leerburger told the
Capital Gazette in March. “Every day he goes up
to his vest and touches it and waits by the door.”
♦ Cartoonist Lincoln Peirce ’85 was included on
Scott Hunter ’87
Portland Monthly’s list of the 10 most intriguing
people in Maine. Creator of the popular comic series Big Nate, Peirce has also
drawn eight Big Nate books. “These hybrids of text and pictures held down a
top ten slot on the New York Times bestseller list for over 140 weeks,” Portland
Monthly reported. ♦ In March Scott Hunter ’87 stepped down from coaching
boys varsity soccer at Caribou (Maine) High School, a position he’d held since
2011. Hunter suffered a stroke five years ago but found the coaching position
therapeutic. “Being able to get back out on the field and coach was a great goal
for me and helped in my rehab,” he told the Bangor Daily News. Hunter, also a
local attorney, lead his team to its first regional championship last fall and was
awarded the Maine Soccer Coach’s Association Coach of the Year Award for 2019.
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Hey, what’s new? Anything new? Like,
I dunno, a global freakin’ pandemic?
Ah well, we shall not be deterred. For
example: George Padula’s daughter
Emily is now Colby Class of ’22. She
will major in physics. (Wait, doesn’t
that mean she can read minds?) “My
older daughter, Ellen, graduated with
honors from Lafayette College with a
degree in mechanical engineering and is
now working for a defense contractor in
Massachusetts. Margie (Harriman ’85)
and I are in Westwood, Mass., navigating
the empty nest, like so many others. In
the past years, we’ve spent time hiking in
national parks, including Grand Canyon,
Zion, Bryce, Yosemite, and Yellowstone.
All are highly recommended!” Y Will
Holmes lives and works at Cate School
in Carpinteria, Calif., with Lisa Tomasetti
Holmes ’88 and their two children, Scott,
17, and Matthew, 15. (Scott is clearly my
favorite.) “This summer we connected
with Kelly Powers Larner for a fun family
evening at her home in Natick, Mass. Lisa
and I visited Mike Archibald on Isle au
Haut, Maine, where his extended family
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Hello, Class of 1986! Many thanks to everyone who sent news. Y Mary Lou Waterman
Tolette’s two kids are out of college. Her
son, Robby, went to Ithaca College and graduated in 2016. He lives in Boulder, Colo.,
and works at a small aquaponics company.
Her daughter, Anna, graduated from Tufts
in 2019 with a communications degree and
is living in NYC and working for Synthesio,
a social media listening company. Mary
Lou herself is working as an educator at
Philip Johnson’s Glass House, a National
Trust for Historic Preservation site, in New
Canaan, Conn. She’s been working there
for five years. Her husband, Mark ’83, is
at Morgan Stanley in Times Square and is
a commodities futures broker. They live in
Cos Cob, Conn., in an 1898 farmhouse.
“Life is good,” Mary Lou reports. “Doing a
lot of skiing, and we travel up to Maine a
lot.” They have a place on Vinalhaven and
spend as much time as they can there.
Mary Lou saw Sheila Duffy in Denver last
January, while she was visiting her son.
Sheila has two kids—a daughter, Larkin,
who graduated from CU Boulder in 2018,
and Nelson, who is currently a student at
Denver University. Y Heather Freeman
Black lives in the Sun Valley, Idaho, area.
She shared the very sad news that her
husband passed away three years ago
after a short battle with melanoma. She
then ran her husband’s business, skiracing.
com (formerly Ski Racing Magazine) before
selling it last fall. Heather has participated
in Masters ski racing for the last 20 years.
Last year she finished first in her age
group, making her a national champion.
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Tom Claytor is in Burma with Htet, his
six-year-old daughter, “hunkered down
and hoping to avoid the coronavirus.” Tom
continues to promote polo and hopes to
see a Thailand-Burma match come to
fruition. Y Cici Bevin Gordon made two
recent trips to Japan with her husband,
who travels there for work. Cici runs not
one, but two bell companies: Bevin Bells
(a family business founded in 1832) and
Guardian Bell, which she recently bought
with her cousin. Cici reports that Rob Boone
is her box supplier for the business. She
notes, “Rob, Gin Pup (John M. Collins), and
Scott Lainer ’87 still find many excuses to
harass me!” She and her husband are now
officially empty nesters as their daughter,
Tate, is a freshman at Lafayette and was
loving it. Their son, Tucker, lives in North
Conway, N.H., working in environmental
engineering and LOVING the mountain
lifestyle. Cici is serving on the Colby Alumni
Council with Katie Hollander Adams and
“having a blast” staying very connected to
the school. Y Stuart Johnson is a partner
at DanaherLagnese, PC in Hartford, Conn.,
defending hospitals, doctors, and lawyers

Susan Maxwell Reisert
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Put it on your calendar! June 3-6, 2021.
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Congratulations! Unfortunately, she broke
her leg during this past season, but she
occupied herself with a lot of volunteer
work and singing in choirs. Her daughter
is a student at Hamilton College. Y Greg
Beatty sent greetings from Bangkok. He
works with a boutique law firm that advises
on infrastructure projects across Asia. He
had the pleasure of hosting Mark Burke
and his family on their Asian tour last year,
and Rick Bernard also visited last year.
Greg and his 11-year-old daughter are
working on their second book together,
The Big Bake Off. It’s the story of a young
girl competing in a city-wide cooking contest. One competitor is the school bully.
And his dad is the mayor, so the fix is in.
Y Diane Smith lives in Maine with her
partner, 11-year-old daughter, two cats,
and a hedgehog. She telecommutes to DC
for work and is a semi-professional dance
mom. She and her family spend their spare
time listening to music, watching Star Trek,
and taking advantage of Maine’s amazing
outdoors. Y I recently enjoyed meeting up
for a couple of drinks, in lovely Hallowell,
Maine, with Jen Imhoff Foley, just before
the COVID-19 crisis broke out. My husband
and I enjoyed a nice evening with Dave
Epstein in January during Dave’s annual
stint teaching during Jan Plan. Believe
it or not, we have a reunion coming up!
(Let’s not talk about the number, okay?)
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in malpractice cases. He’s also doing some
employment law and construction law. He
lives in beautiful Chester, Conn., with his
wife and three kids. Y Rob Hazard still
lives in North Kingstown, R.I., and works
for Signature Printing in East Providence
as a client service manager. He’s been in
touch with classmates Marita Stapleton
and Andy and Barbara Wilkes Sheehan
recently. Y Paul Swartz lives in North
Andover, Mass., with his wife and daughter
Lexi, a high school junior who has been
going through the college recruiting process
for lacrosse. Paul’s daughter Dana attends
Bates, and his son, Grant, is in flight school
at the Naval Air Station in Pensacola. Y I’m
finishing up my third year working at Shanghai American School as a college counselor.
My wife, Megan, and I enjoyed recent
trips to New Zealand, Fiji, and Vietnam.
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it to New England to visit Colby friends in
May or June, and he was trying to have a
coronavirus-free spring break skiing with
Don Gallo ’83 and Dawna Eastman-Gallo
’83. Y Eric Broadbent and Susie Macrae
’83 jumped over the downsizing hurdle
to Florence, Mass., from their 1850s
farmhouse of nearly 14 years in Harvard,
Mass., from where their three sons went
off to college: oldest Charlie ’12 and
youngest Scotty ’16 to Colorado College,
middle son Jackson to Colby, Class of ’13.
Y And for me, you read the Colby Magazine
article about my therapy dog, Remy. Well,
since that article, Remy was awarded the
American Kennel Club’s highest distinction, level 4, for his therapy work, and,
most significantly, won the Shining Star
Award from the Collie Club of America. The
Shining Star award is given once a year,
internationally, to the top therapy/service
dog and usually goes to a collie who is
about 7 years old. Remy was 3 when he
got the award! I tried to explain to him what
an honor he had won, and while he didn’t
quite understand, he did ask if that meant
he would get extra treats. Unfortunately,
with the coronavirus, his awards ceremony
in New York was canceled, but he will be at
Sunnybank in New Jersey (Lassie’s former
home!) in August to see his peers then.
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quickly changed to carry out and delivery.
I’ve been lucky to catch up with Marianne
Campbell. My husband’s website,
AllSides, and his AllSides for Schools,
are making a difference. Our son is doing
well, and the dogs love us being home.”
(Did they actually say that, Gingy?) Y
Stay safe, dear classmates! Extra safe.

’88

Kate Walker
classnews1988@colby.edu

Greetings, classmates! I hope that you
and your families are staying safe and
positive in these challenging times.
Hopefully, we will have opportunities to
reconnect in person in the near future
and make up for opportunities that may
have been missed. Y Congratulations to
Mel Brown Bride, who was appointed director of development at the San Miguel
School in Providence. San Miguel, in operation since 1993, serves fifth- through
eighth-grade students from underserved
populations in the Providence area. Y
Scott Bunker provided an update from
the Cape. His daughter Sarah received
her master’s degree in public policy from
Georgetown last year and accepted an
offer from the World Bank in D.C. She’s
working from home due to the coronavirus, but she’s excited and looking forward to the challenge. Scott’s son, Rob,
recently returned from living in Hungary
and will be helping dad with his insurance
office while also working on his teaching certificate. Youngest daughter Lily
attends Cape Cod Lighthouse Charter,
where she sees Susie Crowell Remillard
’87, who is a teacher there. Scott keeps
in close contact with Rob Koff and Tim
Wissemann. Rob is a passionate skier
and recently took a trip to Breckenridge.
Tim also gets some skiing in and regularly sees Gary Donaldson. Both of Tim’s
children graduated from college this past
spring. Y As for me, after working as a
school counselor for more than 25 years,
I decided to “take a break”—just like Rachel and Ross on Friends. I spent the last
school year working as a tennis administrator for a parks and recreation district
in Littleton, Colo. I was also employed by
Winter Park Resort as a ski guide, where
I broadened my ski experiences to include night skiing with headlamps and
uphill skiing with skins. Although the ski
season was cut short due to COVID-19,
I still managed to get in 66 days. Next
fall, I will start a new position in the Post
Grad Center at Littleton High School,
where I look forward to wearing some-

90s NEWSMAKERS
Mary Madigan ’90 was named executive director
of Santa Fe ProMusica in January. Madigan
has more than 30 years experience in “music
publishing, artist representation, and nonprofit
management, finance, and development,” Santa
Fe ProMusica reports. Previously, Madigan was
executive director of Composers Now, a nonprofit
advancing the work of living composers. ♦ Jeffrey
Phelps ’90 was inducted into the Rockland
(Mass.) High School Athletic Hall of Fame for
football last fall. Phelps, a standout player at
Reena Chandra Rajpal ’93
Colby, is now a successful businessman in
Rockland, running the family’s Amos A. Phelps
Insurance Company. ♦ Elisabeth Poole Parker ’90 was featured in Jozan
Magazine to announce she has joined Nazmiyal Antique Rugs, a prominent
antique rug dealer. “Parker has over 25 years experience in the field of rugs and
carpets. As an independent consultant and appraiser, she specializes in carpets
from Iran, Turkey, India, China, the Caucasus, and Europe.” ♦ Reena Chandra
Rajpal ’93 was featured in a Madison Magazine story about Combat Blindness
Foundation in Madison, Wis. In April Rajpal became the organization’s executive
director, following in the footsteps of her father, an ophthalmologist who started
the organization 35 years ago in an effort to combat preventable blindness
around the world. “I want to carry on his good work. It’s needed. If I learned
anything from him,” Rajpal said, “it’s that we are a global community.”
Photo: Ueda Photography

has a home. This was the first time we
were able to visit Mike since I directed
a family camp in New Hampshire from
2008 to 2018. Three Mile Island Camp
is on Lake Winnipesaukee, an amazing
place to work and have our children grow
up for eleven summers.” Y Beth Healy
says, “I don't often have news, but in
August I left the Globe after 19 years,
following my second stint on Spotlight.
I joined a startup investigative team at
WBUR, an NPR station in Boston. My
ink-stained soul still misses the paper,
and I'm currently rebelling against forced
work-from-home amid #coronavirus. But
our first project will be out soon, so take
a listen. (We’re proud to have you out
there fighting for us, Beth!) Y Willa Cobb
is “thrilled to be back in Maine after our
4½-year foray to the Puget Sound. I love
Maine; maybe not quite as much as NYC,
but it's a perfect place for family. My boys,
19 and 15, are finding their way in the
world. Since we've been back, I've spent
time with Cathy King, Eli Orlic, Karen
Hutchinson Jagolinzer, and Lucy Lennon
Tucker; also with ’88ers Mary McHugh,
Pam Parker, and Jo Muffy Guthrie and
Debbie Mann Johnson ’89. I'm studying
interfaith chaplaincy and hope to be
ordained next June. Also, there is a
continuing education intensive at the New
York Academy of Art that I plan to attend
this summer, staying with Paige Alexander
Soto ’88.” (Does Paige know about this,
Willa?) Y Jeff DiSandro’s daughter,
Maeve, got into Colby. (Hi, Maeve!) Y
Susannah Crowell Remillard “recently
completed a Fulbright Distinguished
Award in Teaching to New Zealand,
studying the teaching of difficult history,
particularly in regards to colonization and
indigenous perspectives. (As opposed to
easy history, I guess.) I’m back in my Cape
Cod classroom, getting ready to build a
Wampanoag garden with grant funding
from the Whole Kids Foundation and the
Department of State. Next adventure is a
trip to Qatar with the Qatar Foundation's
Teacher Leadership Program. My three
daughters work in engineering, restorative
agriculture, and neuroscience. (Yeah, I’m
not impressed.) My husband, Joe, and I
enjoy watching their journeys. I got back
to Colby to help with the Devil's Purse Tap
Takeover last year.” Y Gingy Harris Gable
writes, “My brother and I opened Cultivar
SF, a farm-to-table restaurant and wine
bar in the Marina of San Francisco and
to sell our Cultivar Wine & Caspar Estate
wines. Last year we opened a heated
patio, and business has been strong.
(Definitely beats a frigid patio.) We

thing other than snow pants or sweats!

’89

Anita Terry
classnews1989@colby.edu

With all that’s going on in the world, it’s
not surprising that I received very little
news this time around. Y Dave Fernandez
wrote just after Colby canceled the March
Board of Visitors meeting, saying that he
and Cindy (Cohen) were going to have
a full house as their daughter returned
early from Suffolk U. They also reported
a pre-social-distancing clay-shooting
get-together with Matt Sotir. Y And John
Beaulieu, whose Facebook posts have kept
me entertained for years—even more so now
that I’m on Facebook more than is probably
healthy—sent a hilarious message that he
dared me to put in the column. Challenge
accepted, John: “Where do I begin? It has
been an unusual year when compared to
the others. I finally finished reading Fifty
Shades of Grey. Took me a long time as
I had to stop and research some of the
activities. Someday my wife will lift the
restraining order when she realizes that
what I tried did not come from ‘the deep
bowels of my disturbed mind,’ as she so
eloquently put it. I begged her to read the
novel, but she is unable to hold books now

due to an abnormal fear of paper cuts.” I
encourage you to send John a FB friend
request if you’re interested in learning
more! Y Last April, we were preparing
for our 30th reunion, looking forward to
getting together on Mayflower Hill. What
a difference a year makes! As I write in
mid-April 2020, Colby has just canceled
graduation and this year’s reunion, and the
world is at a standstill. I hope by the time
you read this, life will have returned to a
semblance of normal, and that you and
your family have emerged from this crisis
healthy, strong, and with a renewed sense
of community. Because as we Class of ’89ers know, we’re really all in this together.

’90

Kristin Hock Davie
classnews1990@colby.edu

Mark Smith checked in from Lawrenceville,
N.J., where he and his family live. He reports
that Marc Duchette and his wife recently
moved to New Jersey so they see each
other more frequently. Mark met up with Jim
Reduto and family in Philadelphia to watch
Jim’s daughters perform at the National
Jazz Festival. Last fall Mark had lunch and
caught up with Dan Erving in Ann Arbor,
Mich. Last winter, when skiing near his place
in Wilmington, Vt., Mark made a quick stop
at the Weston Village Store and realized the

Jill Moran Baxter
classnews1993@colby.edu

instagram.com/colbycollege

Greetings, all! I’m hopeful by the time
you receive your Colby Magazine we are
all adjusting to a new normal. Y I was
fortunate to get together with Heather
Lounsbury, Marile Haylon Borden, Rebekah Freeman Schulze, Carolyn Hart
and Dave O’Shea ’93, and Kim Morrison
Lysaght ’90 for Rebekah’s daughter’s Bat
Mitzvah in South Florida in November
and then three weeks later in Massachusetts for Marile’s daughter’s Bat Mitzvah.
Y Jason “Guido” Sudano’s Denmark
adventure has come to an end with the
coronavirus. Guido and his family have
moved from Copenhagen back to Long Island. He writes, “Denmark was amazing!
My daughter is fluent in Danish now, and
we miss it already, but it’s also good to
be back around family now.” Y After 11
years of working and living the country
life in Yosemite National Park, Heather
Boothe has taken a two-year fellowship
with the National Park Service’s Office of
Legislative and Congressional Affairs in
Washington, D.C. She knew it was going
to be a big year in the capitol due to the
election, but the coronavirus has added
a new twist. That said, once travel bans
are over, she’d love to see you if you’re in
DC. Y Finally, it’s with much sadness that
I share the recent passing of two classmates, Deanna Huston and Jason Angell.
Our condolences to their families. More
information can be found in the In Memo-
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Truckee, Calif., is where I now “stay at
home.” Just before I left Hong Kong, my
husband, Tom, and I were delighted to
share a dinner with John Bonello, who
had flown in for a conference. If there is
a bright spot in the pandemic, it’s extra
time with all my kids under the same roof.
My younger two, Ty and Luke, are distance-learning from the local high school
here in Truckee, while Jed, my eldest, returned from college and is also engaged
in online classes. Y Chris Chin knows
what it’s like to welcome a college kid
home. He says, “Linda and I have downsized, since we are empty nesters now. Or
at least we were until this age of online
college during this pandemic.” After a
lifetime of living in Duxbury, Mass., Chris
and Linda moved up the coast to Marshfield, Mass. He writes, “We can see the
ocean on the horizon and can walk to the
beach. Our 12-year-old shih tzu, Gizmo,
loves beach life.” Chinny recently caught
up with Ellie North, who is remodeling
her home. Y Sarah Burditt McDougall

Sara Ferry
classnews1994@colby.edu

twitter.com/colbycollege

’93

’94
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Last fall Alexandria Peary was appointed poet laureate of New Hampshire and
gave a TEDx talk, “How Mindfulness Can
Transform the Way You Write,” which is
available on YouTube. After graduating
from Colby, Alex earned M.F.A.s from the
Iowa Writers’ Workshop and the University of Massachusetts-Amherst and a
Ph.D. in composition from the University of New Hampshire. She is the author
of six books, including Prolific Moment:
Theory and Practice of Mindfulness for
Writing (Routledge 2018) and The Water Draft (Spuyten Duyvil 2019). Y In
October David Leavy and his wife, Katie,
threw an epic “100th Birthday Party” to
celebrate their combined 50th birthdays.
Susanna and Curt Beckwith, David Cody,
Jen and Josh Cummings, Michelle and
Aaron Davis, Maile and Wylie Dufresne,
Mike Keller, Steve Neuhauser, Beth and
Mike Rosenblum ’93, Suzanne and Arthur
Steinert, Anika (Smith ’94) and Torin Taylor, and Laurence Constable and I—along
with many more of their friends—joined
the festivities at the Monkey Bar in New
York City. There’s little better than a Colby
mini-reunion that stretches into the wee
hours of the morning and is filled with
catching up, music, and laughter. To think
that we all met more than 30 years ago!
Y Bob Gramling writes: “George Linge,
Mike Gorra, and I did the ‘Rim-to-Rimto-Rim’ Grand Canyon hike in November
while [wearing Colby hats] to celebrate
our 50th birthdays. It was an amazing
weekend together with lots of stories. 48
hours, 45 miles, 20,000 feet elevation
change—and no injuries!” Y In January
Amanda Bishop Becker, Kristin Nixon
Donahue, Kate Kane, Lizzie Frado Mazzola, Bess Moss St. Lawrence, and Jessica
D’Ercole Stanton got together in Boston
to celebrate their 50th birthdays. Another festive mini-reunion! Y Alice Johnson
Handwerk is the new director of philanthropy and communications at Breakthrough Manchester at the Derryfield
School in New Hampshire. Breakthrough
is a dual-mission program that launches promising Manchester middle school
students, particularly those with limited
opportunities, on the path to college

facebook.com/colbycollege

Greetings, classmates! I heard from a
few of you, so here is the news. Y Dave
Vincent writes, “I’ve been detailed to my
bureau’s Enterprise Fraud Program, where I
fight financial crimes for Uncle Sam—rather
different from my long-ago career as a
criminal defense and tax attorney. My latest
spare-time activity, besides motorcycling,
has me involved with the American Chestnut Foundation and its long-term efforts
to restore the American Chestnut tree or
hybrids thereof to its historical range. Insert
old joke about being ‘sent to count trees’
here. My daughter continues to visit her
old man, and she makes him very proud
of her many accomplishments and the
wonderful young woman she has become.”
Y A note also arrived from classmate
(and my Colby roommate) Rob Deacon,
who has been married for 18 years to wife
Amy. They have a 12-year-old son, Logan,
who is learning the saxophone and how
to program computers. Logan is in a Lego
robotics afterschool program and is hoping
to enter a state competition next year. Amy
is going back to college to get a degree
in early childhood education so that they
have the qualifications to open their own
preschool in Arizona. They spent four years
in Charleston, S.C., where the hurricanes
go to roost, and recently moved back to
Arizona to get away from the humidity and
bugs (and hurricanes). Rob is currently
driving Uber since the recent move and
was looking to get his next startup business
going (hopefully sooner than later!). Y I
know there isn’t much news to report, and
we all know why: life in a “stay-at-home”
situation tends to be much less eventful,
and a trip to the grocery store for necessities
has now become as noteworthy as an exotic
vacation. To all of you out there, whether
members of the Class of 1991, spouses,
partners, children, or friends, I hope you’re
all staying as safe as possible given the
unprecedented situation we find ourselves
living through. Please do all you can to keep

Molly Beale Constable
classnews1992@colby.edu

reports, “COVID-19 has slowed things
down here in central Oregon, but life rolls
on. I’m impressed with how quickly my
workouts turned up through Zoom. Our
library stepped up their online offerings
to even better than they’d already been.
While all of the changes have brought
some disappointments, this has been yet
another time to take stock. I’m grateful
for my health, a roof over my head, food
on the table, and friends and family (even
at a distance). Looking forward to seeing
everyone in 2023!” Y Greg Burns joined
a virtual cocktail hour hosted by Dan
Connolly ’92. Also raising a glass were
Frank Toce ’92, Steve Hatch, Mitch Rogers, Tom Cochran, Rick Catino ’95, and
Mark Jackson ’95. As Greg says, “with
COVID-19, more virtual gatherings are
to come.” Y In these uncertain times,
it’s an even greater pleasure than usual
to hear from old friends. Drop me a line
anytime at classnews1993@colby.edu.
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David Shumway
classnews1991@colby.edu

’92

while inspiring high school and college
students to pursue careers in education.
“After having worked in the philanthropy
office at Derryfield for many years, it has
been great to get to learn more about
Breakthrough, get to know the students
and teaching fellows, and see their great
potential. The bonus is that I’m on Derryfield’s campus, where my two daughters
attend school.” Y In March I joined Colby’s Alumni Council, which works to foster connections between alumni and the
College. The council meets on the Hill in
March and October. We held discussions
in our five small groups, heard a presentation from the Admissions Office, took
a tour of the amazing 350,000-squarefoot athletic complex scheduled to open
in August (the largest project in Colby’s
history), engaged with students at the
Mary Low Coffeehouse (way more upscale than when we were there), hit the
Marchese Blue Light Pub, then hightailed
it to Big G’s for some sandwiches (Zonker
Harris). I can’t wait to go back this fall.
Y Many thanks to Daniel Connolly and
Sarah Hamilton Barringer for connecting
us via “Colby Mules Virtual Happy Hours”
on Zoom this spring during the COVID-19
pandemic. It was great to be together online and share time with each other. Stay
well, everyone, and please be in touch!

colby.edu
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yourselves, your loved ones, and everyone
who is connected to you healthy and happy,
and I hope we can all get together next year
at reunion to reconnect and share stories.

COLBY |

owner was classmate Jeff Borhek. Mark
is also in touch with Mike Grant, whose
daughter plays hockey at St. Paul’s. Y
Kate Brennan Dailey and her family are
doing well in Marblehead, where her yarn
shop continues into its fifth year. Her shop
has a starring role in Adam Sandler’s new
Netflix movie Hubie Halloween, so keep
your eye out. Her oldest two kids are at
Tulane, and she has one still in high school.
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riam section in the back of the magazine.
Y Wishing you all good health and happiness. Please keep the updates coming.

’95

Yuhgo Yamaguchi
classnews1995@colby.edu

Ben Bartlett is “happy to report that my
wife, Yelda, and I had our first child, Ankara Bartlett, in October.” Congrats Ben! Y
After almost 24 years living in San Francisco, Dan Polk is moving with his family
to Nashville, Tenn., to teach upper school
history at Harpeth Hall School. “I’m looking forward to the music and a slower pace
of life in the South.” Y Kristen Hanssen
Goodell is the associate dean of admissions at Boston University School of Medicine. She enjoys meeting amazing Colby
students applying to medical school, and
she’s honored to have been invited to a
DavisConnects forum on health professions at Colby the past two years. Kristen
and Ned Goodell ’92 get together with
Colby friends Erika and Ben Damon, Ken
’94 and Julia Rentz Dupuis, Adam Zois
’94, Alyssa Falwell Ross, and Eric ’96 and
Maureen Finn Schwartz. “This past summer, we visited with Deb Whedon Fernandez when she and her family visited from
Paris.” Y Noah Learner’s company, Bike
Shop SEO, recently merged with another
digital marketing agency, Two Octobers,
where he is now product director. Noah
and his wife bought a house in Broomfield, Colo., last June, and “we’ve been
loving getting to know our new community. I wish you all peace and health, and
I hope to see you all soon,” writes Noah.
Y As of this writing, our 25th reunion has
been postponed due to the COVID-19
pandemic. We hope you and your families are staying healthy through this crisis
.
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Brad Smith
classnews1996@colby.edu

I thought about spraying Lysol into my
mouth prior to writing this column, but the
EPA told me not to. OK, let’s get to it! Y
Andrew Rice shared that he recently completed a novel called Ghosts of Ursino, inspired by his great-great-grandparents interracial marriage just after the Civil War
in Mississippi. It’s available on Amazon
for those so inclined. Y Simon Dalgleish
writes that he’s still in Mexico (16 years
now!) and works as general manager of
m2crowd.com, one of Mexico’s leading
real estate crowdfunding platforms. Veh
Vay says that the company is growing

muy loco! Speaking of growing, Simon’s
son, Diego, is 12 and swims, climbs, and
boxes at a local gym. Simon and his wife,
Laura, celebrated their 15th anniversary
last year—ay carrumba! Y Nobody believes me on this one, but I saw Kenny
Fowler three times this winter: twice at
the Falmouth Shaw’s and then at one of
my daughter’s ice hockey games. Sadly,
I have no photo evidence of the encounter. I also emailed back and forth once
with Jason Jabar. He lives in Yarmouth.
Y Back when we could have friends and
restaurants were open, my wife, Peg, and
I had a tremendous dinner with Tobin Scipione and her husband, Soren, at Cong Tu
Bot in Portland. I love going out to dinner
with Tobin. I had no idea we even went to
Colby together. (I played football, and she
lived in the Co-op, so, you know, our Colby worlds didn’t really overlap.) Over dinner, Tobin shared some hippy blah blah
blah and I acted like a meathead. It was
a fun night. Y Earlier this year, Big Earl
Lewis married Becky Stevenson of Thorndike, Maine, then jetted off to Vegas for a
fun-filled week of buttery excitement over
Feb break (Earl notes that Elvis was not
involved in the wedding). Y Also in Waterville, Melissa Taylor writes that she’s
still a pediatrician at Waterville Pediatrics, and she reconnected with Betsy Low
Bowen this winter, as their boys played
on the same hockey team this season. Y
Tina Garand Branson met Heather Hunt
Swales for brunch in Boston, then they
went to watch Tina’s dancer daughter,
Emma, perform at Boston Conservatory
at Berklee School of Music. Y In lighter
news, Jeff Sklarz organized a Zoom version of a very special Colby tradition,
producing a “COVID-19 Virtual Lock-in”
in late March. Dan Rheaume, Gregg LeBlanc, Ryan Sullivan, Jean-Michel Picher, and I joined Jeff and downed beers,
snack cakes, and pudding with reckless
abandon. So, you know, typical behavior for middle-aged men. Y As for me,
after 20 years in fundraising, I launched
my own consulting firm, Rootstock
Philanthropy LLC. Onward, as always!

’97

Tom DeCoff
classnews1997@colby.edu

By the time this reaches your mailbox, I
hope we’re on our way back to our physical, social, and emotional norms. I trust
you’ve been taking care of yourself and
your loved ones, and I look forward to
sharing your news in the coming months.
Y Just about a month before this COVID

craziness began, I was fortunate to catch
up with some of our classmates and their
families, thanks to Sarah Molly Lampe and
her family, who organized a mini-reunion
tailgate at Harris Ski Jump in Brattleboro,
Vt. I got to see Pat and Amanda Randolph
Doyle, Meghan Kolodziej, Suzanne (Kulin
’96) and Tom Moffitt, Kim Berget Salmon,
and Chris Sullivan, as well as their families.
I’m grateful for having a group of longtime
friends with whom visits are indeed timeless—we pick up right where we left off, be it
months, or years, in between; we reminisce
about the old days, but also connect on
the new stuff: careers, families, and the
other trials and tribulations of adulthood.
I keep hearing that many things in the
world will probably change and won’t be
the same after this pandemic comes to
pass, and that can be unsettling. But as I
reflect on that day in Vermont, with friends
of more than 20 years, I’m comforted
in knowing that some things—important
things—won’t ever change. Wishing you and
your families much health and happiness
.
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Brian M. Gill
classnews1998@colby.edu

Matt Godsey went to a four-day United
Nations conference in Thailand, where he
presented to delegations from Cambodia,
Vietnam, Malaysia, Thailand, and the Philippines, and he participated in hands-on
exercises involving export controls and
sanctions issues. Matt also went to Tanzania and Uganda to give presentations on
the implementation of UN sanctions, and
he met with delegations from South Africa and Kenya as well. He’s also had a few
chances to spend time with Ethan Pope
and his family, who are “the best people
ever. So much fun!” Y Betsy Kies Raftery
met with several Colby friends over Zoom,
including Mimi Sotiriou Raygorodetsky,
Mary Ellen Shuttleworth Miller, Shelley
Wollert, Dawn Seckler, Sam Sheridan
Spielman, Melissa Carpenter Haire, Kristina Smith Gates, Cassie Wayne, Leah
Bernstein Jacobson, and Montine Bowen
Fredrickson. Then a couple of Colby husbands popped their heads in, and they
had Chris Gates and Justin Fredrickson.
Next thing Betsy knew, a few of their other guy friends joined in: Gray Macmillan
’97, Nathan Curtis, and Dave Spiro. “It
was so great to see all these very familiar faces at such an uncertain time.
Between working from home, e-learning
with our kids, cooking, cleaning, parenting, and trying to stay sane, it’s so important for everyone to stay positive and

connected, especially with old friends.
Stay healthy Colby family!” Y Rachel
Westgate has been using Zoom to conduct frequent Zoom-ba classes for adults
in her community in order to maintain
mental fitness and cardiac health during
the COVID-19 quarantine. Y I hope everyone’s family is healthy and safe during
this unprecedented time. Take care!
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Brad Sicchitano
classnews1999@colby.edu

This will certainly be a time that will be
remembered for years to come. It has
been an opportunity for families to spend
time together, siblings developing their
relationships while finding things to do,
and parents realizing the balance between
work and family. As an education minor
and former teacher, this experience also
shows clearly the time and efforts that our
educators provide to our children; thank
you, as you have more patience than I
do! Thank you to all our classmates who
followed the sciences as doctors, nurses,
healthcare workers, and researchers. Thank
you to all our classmates who were able
to continue working while others could
not. While graduations, reunions, and
family celebrations are being canceled,
postponed, and rescheduled, it has been
my family, co-workers, and college friends
who have helped me see the brighter side
of this. Thank you for keeping in touch—this
has impacted all of us. On a lighter note,
many classmates responded to my call
for news prior to restrictions on travel and
social distancing, and, like John Krasinski’s
SGN (Some Good News), this is our class’
good news: Y Larry Spollen and his wife,
Charity, are happy to report that their
three-year-old son, Teague, has a new baby
brother. Shane Cashel was born Nov. 13,
and his family lives in Brooklyn. Larry was
recently promoted to supervising attorney
at New York County Defender Services, a
public defender’s office in Manhattan. Y Ali
Mian lives in St. Louis with his wife, Elise,
and two boys, Noah, 7, and Jonas, 4. Ali
is a professor at Washington University’s
School of Medicine. They’ve been having
fun rock climbing, ordering lots of post
mates, and hanging out at the local Top
Golf. Y Catherine Garland continues to
delight in teaching physics and engineering
to high school students in Crown Heights,
Brooklyn. She also loves nurturing their
connection to the outdoors by mentoring
the Gardening Club, where students learn
how to grow flowers, herbs, and veggies
from seed. Y Johanna Reardon Prince

Warm greetings, Class of 2002. Hopefully
by the time you read this our period of
self-isolating and 40th birthday parties
celebrated on Zoom will be behind us. I,
for one, am keeping a running list of things
I won’t be taking for granted on the other
side of the pandemic, and I wish good health
to all of you. Here are some updates from
your classmates. Y Victor Cancel works
as a specialist level III (supervisor) for the

instagram.com/colbycollege

Bridget Zakielarz Duffy
classnews2002@colby.edu
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Hello, classmates! I’m writing to you in
early May from home, where we’ve been for
several weeks at this point. While everyone’s
routines are thrown off, some of the bright
spots include having more time to connect
with friends, especially my Colby ones.
Laura Montgomery Malone is keeping us
all organized, and now we celebrate the little
things, like Melinda Mraz Barber moving
close to Laura and being neighbors again,
and Jon and Jenny Bubrick Engel adopting

’02

Allison Dwyer Webb and her husband, Tom,
welcomed their first baby, Juliette Kennedy
Florence Webb, Nov. 11. Y Morgan Pratt
Arvisais is currently deployed in Atlanta
in response to COVID-19, supporting the
federal quarantine of passengers from
cruise ships as a logistics chief for the
National Disaster Medical System. Back
in her regular home in Colorado, Morgan
was recently promoted to principal project
manager of cranial navigation and robotics at Medtronic. She’s looking forward
to finishing her deployment and getting
home to husband Cooper and dog Rowdy!
Y Anne Olmsted Kirksted gave birth to
identical twin girls on Sept. 5. She’s currently taking a year off from teaching fifth
grade in Waltham, Mass., to stay home
and get to know these two loud and lively
ladies! Y Andrew Lizotte was certified as
a judge advocate in December after graduating from a nine-week judge advocate
staff officer course in Montgomery, Ala.,
where he also received the Lowry Award,
given by the U.S. Air Force to the officer
demonstrating the highest standards of
leadership, academic excellence, esprit de
corps, and service amongst all students.
Andrew is a first lieutenant with the New
Hampshire Air National Guard. In his
civilian life, he’s still working as a federal
prosecutor in Maine. Y Greg Cary, his
wife, Sara, and their two boys are also
back in Maine, having recently moved from
Pittsburgh, where Greg had been working
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Dana Fowler Charette
classnews2001@colby.edu

Last July Em Goss joined ClickUp, a SaaS
startup that provides project management
productivity software. She’s excited that
ClickUp recently moved its headquarters to
her home city of San Diego. They’re growing
quickly, and she’s hoping that she may be
able to provide job opportunities for other
Colby grads. Y I had a great time seeing
Ricky Brown, John Knoedler, Jeff Siteman,
and David Sandak earlier this year in Park
City, Utah. It was a treat to spend some
time in the mountains and catch up with
everyone (they’re all doing well). Now, with
reduced travel, I’ve enjoyed spending more
time at home with my wife, Sarah (Schleck
’06), and our two-year-old son, Otto, as we
chase him around (for fun and for potty
training). Y I was saddened to have learned
that Matt Danziger suddenly passed away
in mid-April. Matt was a member of the
soccer team and warmed many hearts
across campus at Colby. His family shared
these thoughts: “Matt’s happiest days were
spent with loved ones near the ocean or
in the mountains, whether it was skiing on
the slopes of Tahoe, surfing in the waves

Emma McCandless
classnews2004@colby.edu

|

’01

Rich Riedel
classnews2003@colby.edu
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facebook.com/colbycollege

The Class of 2000 is need of a new
correspondent. Ben has been serving
in this role since your graduation, and
his life has become too full to maintain
this commitment. If you’re interested in
serving as the next correspondent, please
send a note to classnews2000@colby.
edu for details. Thank you in advance.
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off Wellfleet, or sailing in waters of San
Francisco Bay. At home, his love for simple
pleasures—be it making pancakes for Aidan
and Izzy [his children] on Sunday mornings,
or cooking his famous paella for family and
friends, or dancing with his beautiful wife
in the middle of their kitchen—made every
moment with Matt a beautiful adventure.
Matt’s kind and generous spirit made
everything around him, and everyone
who came into contact with him, better.
In place of flowers, and for those who are
able, a GoFundMe educational fund has
been established for Izzy and Aidan.” We
send our condolences to his wife, Kate, and
his children, as well as his brothers, Andy
and Michael ’00. For more information,
please see the obituary section of this
magazine. Y Please send any news (what’s
happened over the past year or two?) or
even share some tips for sheltering in place
to classnews2003@colby.edu. Especially
now, it’s nice to reconnect with friends.
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Ben Mackay
classnews2000@colby.edu

U.S. Department of Education, Default
Resolution Group. He lives in Florida with
his wife, Aileen, son AJ, 11, and daughter
Yesenia, 3. Aileen works for the Florida
Department of Education. Y Clinton Johnson’s Ph.D. program is going well. With one
more A, he’ll get to join an honor society
equal to PBK. Find him as Clinton Anthony
Johnson on Facebook, where he regularly
chats with several classmates. Y Cam and
Corey Gammill live on Nantucket with their
families. They both actively fish for a living.
Corey owns Bill Fisher Outfitters, Cam owns
Fisher Real Estate, and together they own
Bill Fisher Tackle. They love connecting
with people as they visit the island, so
drop them a line (see what I did there?) if
you’re ever in the area. Y Sarah Dressler
Benson writes while working from home
with a 3- and 5-year-old hanging on her.
Her family just bought their dream home in
Rancho Santa Margarita in Orange County,
Calif., so they’re using the self-isolation
time to get settled in and enjoy the extra
space. They definitely will be ready for a
big housewarming party once this social
distancing is behind us. Y Edward Jastrem
and his wife, Sara (Onderdonk), welcomed
Theodore Edward Jastrem, born March 11 in
Newton, Mass. Y David Zlatin and his wife,
Christina, welcomed their first child, a baby
boy, Jack Bryson Zlatin, in September 2019.
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a new dog. Lauren Stevens Hannigan has
been inspiring everyone with her running
commitment while raising awareness for
aphasia (while also teaching her students
and her two boys!). While we wait to see
what the world holds with the pandemic,
I thought I’d share some good news,
with thanks to those who emailed me. Y
Lindsay Fanjoy Corson is keepin’ it real in
Ellsworth, Maine. She teaches high school
Spanish, so she was trying to build up a
YouTube channel to help with grammar
while updating her Google classrooms.
She’s also teaching her 13-year-old son,
which is proving to be WAY more difficult
than managing her classes. She says, “I
don’t remember algebra. When he’s in
geometry, I’m going to shock him with my
skills, but for now...I’m mom, and I don’t
know squat.” She’s trying to stay healthy,
wash her hands, and sanitize her phone.
Y During the shutdown, Peter Oppenheim
is busy negotiating the health, education,
and labor portions of the Congressional
legislative relief packages to the national
emergency. In March he got to ski some
of the last days of the season in Park City
and Deer Valley, Utah, with Tim Cassidy,
Mead Rust, Scott Tucker ’02, and Tom
Curran ’02. They had a great time skiing
and catching up, despite the fact that a
lot of their friends weren’t able to make it.
Y Jemison Foster continues to work as a
university guidance counselor at an international school in Saigon, Vietnam. He gets to
spend plenty of time with his two-year-old
daughter and to travel a bit around Asia.
Life is good for him! Y Lauren Schaad is
harnessing more than a decade of recruiting
experience, helping career-minded folks
learn networking and interviewing skills in
challenging times. Alumni can feel free to
contact her at lauren@laurenschaad.com.
On the creative side, she’s teaching improvisation online to stir-crazy young people,
and her revamped travel blog, SheClimbs.
com, dropped in May. Y I hope that everyone is staying healthy. Sending my best!
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lives in western Maine and enjoys her role
as principal of the local PreK-8 school. She
skis at Sugarloaf every weekend and loves
running into fellow Mules on the mountain.
Y Chrissy Barnett Miller, her husband,
Kevin, and two daughters, Mai and Aya,
still enjoy living overseas in Okinawa, Japan.
Chrissy works in marketing, and in her spare
time, she enjoys cooking, photography,
and traveling. As a family, the Millers have
visited more than five countries in the past
five years, including Thailand, South Korea,
Cambodia, Hong Kong, Malaysia, and Singapore. They’re trying to also experience
as much of Japan as they can as they will
likely return to the States sometime in the
next year. Y Bill Hinton is living the YMCA
camp life in western Michigan, just south
of Grand Rapids. In late winter, he took a
quick trip to Colby and stayed at Brandi and
Nahum Meisner’s house. They attended
Colby’s final home basketball game on
the court they played on as students, and
they got to tour of the new athletic facility
under construction. Both Nahum and Bill
ended on a made shot before they left. Y
In December John Bishop moved to Manila,
Philippines, to take an assignment with the
Asian Development Bank. He went on leave
from the IMF for a few years to work as an
editor at the bank. He brought the whole
family, and since arriving they’ve experienced a typhoon and volcanic eruption.
Y Thank you all for sharing your updates.
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00s NEWSMAKERS
Maggie Kidd Payne ’01 was named Scientist of the
Year by the National Cooperative Soil survey. Paine
is a resource soil specialist with the USDA Natural
Resources Conservation Service in Massachusetts.
♦ After graduating from a nine-week judge advocate
staff officer course in Montgomery, Ala., Andrew
Lizotte ’04 received the Lowry Award from the U.S.
Air Force, for demonstrating the highest standards
of leadership, academic excellence, esprit de corps,
and service amongst all students. Lizotte is a first
lieutenant with the New Hampshire Air National
Guard. ♦ Sheldon Stevenson ’05 was named
system chief of emergency medicine for Central
Sheldon Stevenson ’05
Maine Healthcare this spring. “Dr. Stevenson has
built a reputation for steady and thoughtful leadership,” said Jason Krupp,
president of the Central Maine Medical Group. “Our organization is lucky to
have him in this critically important role.” ♦ In the wake of the George Floyd
murder and ensuing protests, Emily Boyle Westbrooks ’06 wrote an essay for
the Irish magazine Image, imploring parents to teach children about racism
early and often. “Do not teach them to be colourblind, instead teach them to
love and appreciate the whole range of shades we’re all made in and the people
underneath, by talking about the differences and strengths and talents we all
have,” wrote Westbrooks, who is raising two children of color with her husband,
Michael ’07, in Dublin.

at Carnegie Mellon University. He’s now
working on Alzheimer’s disease at The
Jackson Laboratory on Mount Desert Island.
In his first week on the job, he joined an
informational dinner and panel for a Colby
Jan Plan course taught by Professor Andrea
Tilden! Y Send your news, big or small,
any time to classnews2004@colby.edu.
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Kate Slemp Douglas
classnews2005@colby.edu

In this time of challenge and uncertainty,
I’m delighted to share with you some good
news. Katie Markowski Dru and husband
welcomed their first child, son Harry, Jan. 4.
Y Sasha Schroeder and her husband also
welcomed a child, daughter Aubrey, Jan. 8.
They live in Las Vegas, work in hospitality,
and are currently enjoying time at home
with their newborn. Y Steph Pierce Sheline
and her husband bought a fixer-upper home
in September 2018 and have spent the
last year and a half removing wallpaper,
updating electrical, redoing plumbing, and
much more! Four dumpsters and lots of hard
work later, they’ve finally begun to unpack,
just in time to shelter in place with newly
adopted puppy Lola. Y Osman Haneef and
his wife recently moved to London from
Pakistan, where he launched Pakistan’s
largest telehealth and microinsurance
company. His debut novel, Blasphemy,

will be published later this year. Y Patrick
Harner and his wife reside with their three
daughters outside Cincinnati. While writing
with the goal of publication, he continues
to be a personal trainer. He keeps in touch
with Xavier Garcia, Greg Lynch ’04, and
Jared Beers ’01. Y Rebecca (Taylor ’04)
and Nichols Malick, both educators, have
been pushed into online teaching, while
their two daughters work from home. Y
After more than a decade teaching high
school Spanish, Megan Loosigian ditched
teaching and the mainland United States
in 2018 for life in Vieques, a small island
off Puerto Rico. Although she returned to
New Hampshire last summer to work at
a local brewery, she’s currently back in
Vieques under 24/7 lockdown. Y Jackie
Dinneen, Cat Pappas Marks, Chelsea
Pawlek, Alana McGee, and Rich and Jess
Crowley Sattler are making the most of
sheltering in place by connecting via Zoom
for a Dana 345 digital reunion. Y May you
and your family all stay healthy and sane.
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Lindsey Boyle McKee
classnews2006@colby.edu

I hope that as you read this we are back
to more normal ways of living and that you
and your families are happy and healthy.
It’s early April as I write this, so my family is spending lots of time together at

home. I have moved my FIT4MOM business completely online and am offering
classes and support for moms through a
virtual platform. It really brightened my
days to receive these updates, so thank
you to those who submitted news for this
column! Y Dominic and Barbara Hough
Kallas bought a house in Haverhill, Mass.
Y Chris Russoniello started as a geology professor at West Virginia University
in August and is recruiting graduate students and postdocs to his hydrogeology lab. Y Oscar and Jennifer Scotland
Campos welcomed their daughter, Marina, Jan. 24. Katie Packard Henderson
was at Jenn’s baby shower with her new
daughter, Maria. Y Alex Jospe picked
up and moved to Vermont last summer
to be a ski coach at Stratton Mountain
School. She’s still doing a little GIS on
the side, but she and Ed are very much
enjoying the change of lifestyle. Y Aine
McCarthy and her husband, Luke Johnson, welcomed their first child, Frances
Quinn McCarthy, Jan. 5. She’s named in
honor of Aine’s brother Quentin, who
passed away in 2016. Aine is extremely
thankful for her solid parental leave from
Lewis & Clark College, where she works
as an economics professor. Despite unsettling news and challenges ahead, they
find joy in life with Frances every day. Y
After completing a fellowship at Harborview Medical Center in Seattle, Robert
Jacobs was hired in 2019 by the University of Minnesota Department of Orthopaedics as an assistant professor and
clinical instructor of orthopaedic trauma.
Y Last July James Thompson and his
partner moved from the UK to Australia,
where he started a new job as a lecturer in teaching and learning at the University of Melbourne’s School of Design.
Apart from the global pandemic and all,
life in Oz is amazing! They have already
nearly filled in their wildlife bingo card—
they just need to find a pesky platypus.
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Annie Mears Abbott
classnews2007@colby.edu

Katie Maland Schupack, Annie Mears
Abbott, Laura Keeler Pierce, and Ali Fulreader had an amazing ski trip to Jackson
Hole and ended up skiing the closing day
for the season in two feet of powder. Y
Chris Zajchowski and Nicole Remy welcomed Gabriel Bowie Zajchowski into the
world Feb. 4, 2020. He’s a fan of long
walks on the beach, the Green New Deal,
and is excited for COOT 2038. Y Jordan
Levinson reports that “my partner and I
just bought a little house in Cape Town,

South Africa, where I’ve been living the
past few years. I’m working as a project
manager at a social enterprise called
Dimagi, which builds digital health infrastructure for developing countries. These
days I’m working on different projects
with the governments of South Africa,
Malawi, Ethiopia, and Nepal to strengthen their health systems, chiefly by rolling
out mobile-phone-based tools for big networks of community health workers and
building data flows from the most remote
areas to the top officials. When it works,
it means that underserved folks get better
care on the ground, and policymakers can
work from proper information. We’re doing some good work on COVID-19 around
the world, so it feels good to be contributing in some small way. In other news,
a puppy adopted us last year, and he’s
suddenly 50 pounds of pure dog love. If
anyone knew my two black cats in college, believe it or not, one of them is still
around and made the move with me overseas. Hope anyone who’s over this way
will reach out!” Y February 16 marked
the 10th work anniversary for Hengtian
“Danny” Lin working as an FDNY inspector. He’s looking forward to visiting Marin
Ma and his wife, Leah, and their three
beautiful children once the health crisis is
over. Y Matt Wallach and his wife, Katie,
welcomed a son, Archer Thomas Wallach,
Feb. 19. Matt reports that “he’s happy and
healthy and weathering the storm well. :)”
Y Amanda Vickerson has taken up roller
dance and bought herself some purple
Moxi skates! She’s in love. Y Suzi Swartz
has been in the Asheville, N.C., area since
May 2018 and loves living in the mountains. She reports: “I decided to go back
to my Colby tour guide roots and have
been working in admissions at Western
Carolina University for the past two years.
I also finished my Ph.D. in history at Stony
Brook University in November 2019.”
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Palmer McAuliff DePre
classnews2008@colby.edu

Thanks for the updates! I hope you’re all
staying healthy and safe. Y Meredith
Carden leads Misinformation Partnerships
and Global News Escalations at Facebook,
Inc. She lives in Brooklyn, N.Y., with her
husband and daughter, Viola, born in
April 2019. Y Elizabeth Petit said that in
January, there was a Colby cross country/
track reunion at Jamie O’Connell’s house
in Somerville, Mass. In attendance were
Karina Johnson ’05, Devan FitzPatrick ’09,
Anna King, Jess Minty ’06, Hillary Easter
’06, Laura Pomponi, Lane Marder, Kirsten
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Julianne Kowalski Forlizzi and her husband, Matt Forlizzi ’04, welcomed their
baby girl, Grace Madeline, into the world
Feb. 16, 2020. Grace was 9 lbs., 6 oz., and
22 inches long. She’s growing every day!
Y Three members of the Class of 2011 are
working as consultants at Altman Vilandrie
& Co.: Jarad Doyon, Irina Cazan, and
Athul Ravunniarath. They all came to the
company through different paths and are
enjoying working at the same firm along with
fellow Mules Adam Musial ’09 and Emily
Muller ’17. Y Conor Tidgwell is enjoying
life as a dad—he and his wife welcomed
their baby girl, Clover Roy Tidgwell, Sept. 2,
2019. Y Hali Castleman married Lindsey
Mayer in July 2019. Anna Tanasijevic and
Brynna Patel were both in her “I Do Crew.”
Hali celebrated with her Colby field hockey
teammates Olivia Lattanzi, Elizabeth
Fontaine, and Heather Quadir. There were
many other Colby alums in attendance as
well, including her dad, Joel Castleman
’81, her mom, Wendy Bauer ’82, and her
grandfather Philip Castleman ’51. A great
time was had by all! Y Ben Cunkleman
moved to Providence, R.I., for work. He’s
enjoying the seafood and finding a great
community through playing at the local
squash club in his free time. Y Frances
Nixon Denote and her husband welcomed
baby William Michael Denote July 28, 2019.
It has been an amazing seven months with
him, Frances reported earlier this year, and
they’re thrilled to be a family of three. Y
David and Heather Pratt Lowe expected
their first baby in May. Baby is excited to
meet everyone next summer at reunion!

Than Moore is working on the front lines
in an emergency department in Vermont
seeing multiple COVID-19 patients. He’s
trying to mitigate the risk of in-hospital
transmission by working with the V T
National Guard to provide medical care
outside the hospital walls. Furthermore, he
is excited to advance in his medical journey
this summer, when he will begin medical
school at the Larner College of Medicine at
the University of Vermont. Y Sule Nasseri
and his wife had their first child, Harris,
Class of 2040, on Feb. 11. They’re enjoying
every moment of the rewarding and joyful
experience. Recently, they hosted Janice
Kassman, dean of students, emerita, and
her husband, Larry, in their new home. Y
Lucy Wilhelms works in property management and has just obtained her brokers’
license. She is the third-generation broker
in her family. Lucy enjoys life in Milwaukee
and promises to do her best to send a case
of Wisconsin Stevens Point Beer to any
member of the Class of 2012 who needs
it. Y Andy Estrada and his partner, Andie,
moved across the country from Washington,
D.C., to Washington State, where he has
taken a Seattle-based communications role
with the Bill & Melinda Gates Foundation.
They’re excited to take advantage of the
glorious outdoor activities in the region.
Y Allison Brown Kenney was married last
July in Scarborough, Maine. She now works
as an RN at Maine Medical Center and is
looking forward to a long, meaningful, and
challenging career in healthcare. Y Nikki
Yanok and her fiancé, Ross Schneider, are
looking forward to their wedding. The pair
met in DC and have been together for six
years. While he is not a Colby guy, they were
introduced through a Colby friend. They
have settled in Maine and will have a small
wedding ceremony on top of a mountain
near Camden in October this year. Y Kayla
Chen freelance edits and copy edits in
Washington, D.C., where she has lived for
the past few years. She keeps busy with
her freelance business and other editing
projects, and she continues to explore more
of Latin America when she can. Y Abbey
Wallace Eddy resides in Park City, Utah,
with her new husband and their dog, Merle.
She was married in Park City in August
2019 with 12 Mules in attendance: Lindsay
Hylek, Katie Ricciardi, Gemma Yie, Margie
Weiner, Jill Howell, Hannah DeAngelis,
Jenny Stephens and Gordon Lessersohn,
Erik Baish, Theo Papademetriou ’11, Jeb
Block ’10, and Matt Hirsch ’08. Y Aileen
Evans and Ben Grimmig also recently

|

Maya Ranganathan and Kevin Baier ’11 got
married on a beautiful fall evening in October, with many Mules of the Class of 2010
in attendance: Caity Murphy, Nick Cody
Friedman, Hasan Bhatti, Megan Browning, Adam Paine, and Hannah Holbrook
to name just a few, along with their golden
retriever puppy, Margot. They’re delighted
to announce they’ll be adding a baby girl
to the family in August. In the meantime,
Maya will continue working on the front lines
as a new graduate RN at Maine Medical.
Y Jennifer Corriveau Honeycutt and her
wife, Christina, were expecting a daughter
in early May and could not be more excited!
Shortly after she’s born, they planned to
move back to Maine. Jenn is excited to
announce that she’ll be opening her own
lab at Bowdoin College as an assistant professor of psychology and neuroscience. Her
lab will study the neural basis of affective
dysfunction in clinical disorders such as
anxiety and schizophrenia, and it will aim to
create better translational assays to study
human mental illness in rodent models.
Y Amy Snickenberger Witherspoon
graduated with her M.B.A. this spring and
will move to Chicago this summer with her
husband, Eben Witherspoon ’09. Y Yanica
Faustin graduated this May with a Ph.D. in
public health from UNC’s Gillings School of
Global Public Health. Congratulations! Y
Michael and Sara Cameron Baldwin had
a little girl, Madelyn Blace, born Oct. 21,
2019. They’re settling in well as a family
of four (including their puppy, Finn), and
they hope to have a future Mule on their
hands! Y I, on the other hand, remain
childless, but I’m very busy these days as
an emergency room nurse in Lander, Wyo.
I’ve mastered the technique of wearing
the same N95 mask for 12 hours a day
while simultaneously sending my partner

Rian Ervin
classnews2011@colby.edu

Sarah Janes
classnews2012@colby.edu

facebook.com/colbycollege

Caity Murphy
classnews2010@colby.edu
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Kat Brzozowski and Wes Miller ’08 welcomed a new baby this spring! Y Eben
Witherspoon graduated this spring with a
Ph.D. in the learning sciences and policy
from the School of Education at the
University of Pittsburgh. He and his wife,
Amy (Snickenberger ’10), will be moving to
Chicago. Y David Way’s daughter, Honor
Eleu Way, celebrated her first birthday this
February. Y Drew Hill and Elise Randall
’10 welcomed their first child, Lucy Violet,
in October; bought their first house in Oakland, Calif., in November; and by February
had finished moving in. In January Drew
started a new job leading data science and
applied research efforts at an air-quality
monitoring company. Y Dylan Perry and
his wife, Liza, are expecting their first child
in July! Y Liza Comeau and her husband,
Matt, welcomed their baby girl, Lehvi, into
the world in January! Y Sarah Whitfield
caught up with Sommer Engels and Joe
Meyer via a virtual happy hour and “met”
their new kitty, Eleanor Engels-Meyer. Y
Adam Lowenstein lives in London with his
partner, Erin, and published his first book,
Reframe the Day, in April. Y Scott Zeller
and Sameera Anwar ’10 returned to the
U.S. from their epic six-month adventure
around the world. A couple of highlights
include trekking to Everest Base Camp with
Lokesh Todi and exploring New Zealand with
Beth Cole. Scott ran the LA Marathon to
celebrate coming back to the U.S. in March.
Sameera and Scott are planning to move to
Denver. Y Danny Wasserman is spending
time during the quarantine indulging in traditional Pacific Northwest hobbies: pickling
vegetables, chopping wood, and perfecting
the French press. Also on-brand for Seattle:
exhausting all possibilities for kitting out
his home with Alexa devices. He’s looking
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a constant stream of puppy photos to
inspire a future adoption. In my off hours,
I continue to run on beautiful mountain
trails to maintain sanity. We are living in
strange times, and as most of you surely
know by now, reunion has been postponed
until 2021. I’m deeply sorry I will not get
the chance to see you all on Mayflower Hill
come June. I’m also incredibly hopeful that
when the time does come for us to reunite, it
will be even sweeter than we could imagine.
Be good to yourself, and to each other,
and best wishes for health and happiness.

colby.edu
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Elyse Apantaku
classnews2009@colby.edu

forward to some reprieve from staying safe
at home later this fall when he celebrates
Dan Heinrich’s wedding alongside Scott
Zeller, Ishan Bin Singh ’08, Alex Pietroforte
’08, and Jeff Breece ’10. Y Dan Heinrich
is training for a new kind of marathon this
year: wedding planning, and looking forward
to celebrating with many Colby friends this
fall. Y Ben Hauptman and I are enjoying
the opportunity to spend more time with
our many children, and we are so proud
of our oldest, who got into her first-choice
college, the University of Maine at Farmington! (Unfortunately, it isn’t Colby but
it’s not Bowdoin or Bates, so there’s that.)
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Davis Pajka ’07, Christine Avena, Brianna
Walsh ’07, Chantal Balesdent, Lauren Sonalkar ’07, and Abbie Maguire ’09. 2008 was
well-represented! There was much laughter
and reminiscing about days at Colby. Y Last
October Katie Harris completed the Chicago Marathon. It was her fourth marathon
(her third world major) with Team in Training,
an organization that raises money for the
Leukemia and Lymphoma Society. In her
six events with them, she has raised more
than $28,000. Y Heather Todd happily
reported that she, Casi Newell, Joanna
Ko, Ryan Rodel, and Julia Gilstein spent
a week together in Seoul, South Korea for
Stella Kim’s gorgeous wedding last October.
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moved to Utah—to Salt Lake City with their
dog, Colby. They look forward to enjoying
the skiing, hiking, and endless outdoor
adventures ahead! Y Caitlin Burchill
continues to seek out the truth and battle
the stigma of “fake news” as a reporter for
NBC Connecticut. This unprecedented time
of social distancing “forced” some former
members of the Colby College women’s
volleyball team to reconnect. Despite
living in different time zones, it was as if
the teammates were right back in Dana
Dining Hall when Caitlin virtually spent
time with Anne “Mackie” Sewall, Maggie
Taylor ’13, Emily Varni ’13, Kate Pleasants
’14, Ellie Linden ’14, and Anna Clifford ’14.
Y Robyn St. Laurent married Ben Ossoff
’10 in July 2019. Their Maine wedding was
officiated by Allie Holmes Glotfelty ’08 and
attended by many Colby alumni ranging
from 1973 to 2014. It was a busy year
for their family: Robyn received her Ph.D.
in neuroscience from Brown, the couple
moved to San Francisco to start new jobs,
and they rescued a puppy named Maya.
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Sarah Lyon
classnews2013@colby.edu

I hope everyone has been staying healthy
and safe during this stressful time. A few
2013-ers wrote in with updates, and I
hope everyone else is doing well. Y Joey
Tagliente’s fitness studio, Row Republic,
had to temporarily close, but it launched a
virtual workout series, which NBC10 Boston
highlighted online. Y Carla Aronsohn
recently launched a progressive digital
consulting agency, Cultivate Strategies.
Notably, Cultivate helped launch and
continues to work with Fire Drill Fridays,
Jane Fonda’s climate action organization.
Cultivate is focused on how the U.S. Census,
2020 elections, and organizing for change
will be impacted by COVID-19 by helping
organizations and candidates adapt to an
even more digital world. Carla sends love
to everyone in these difficult times. Y Julia
Knoeff now lives in Amsterdam working
with the nonprofit Techleap to help Dutch
scaleups with their internationalization
efforts. Y Noah Teachey writes, “I’m in my
third year of teaching music at a school in
the South Bronx. Last year I was a quarter-finalist for the Grammy Music Educator
Award. This year I was one of a handful of
New York City music teachers awarded a
Paul Simon Fellowship. I’m also performing
and working on an album with Last Legion,
a death metal band based in Yonkers.”
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Anders Peterson
classnews2014@colby.edu

Caitlin Murray rang in 2020 cancer-free
after a two-year-long battle with acute
myeloid leukemia. Congratulations, Caitlin! She’s looking forward to her multiple
trips to Maine this summer, where she will
celebrate the weddings of fellow Mules
Sam Slotnick and Dave Stanton as well
as Lucy Gerrity ’13 and Rich Newton ’11.
Y Mac Nichols recently bought a home
in Toronto with his girlfriend and started a
new job as a developer/data engineer. Y
Shannon Kooser Miller moved to Evanston,
Ill., with her husband to pursue her M.B.A.
at the Kellogg School of Management. She
got to take a marketing class with Amanda
O’Malley this past fall! Y Hib Schenck
will start at Harvard Business School
this fall to pursue his M.B.A. as well. Y
Melissa Anderson and Tim Badmington
got engaged in December and will move
to Baltimore in August. Melissa will work
as an Army dentist at Fort Meade after
she finishes her AEGD residency at Fort
Campbell, Ky. Tim will continue his work
for a bioethics nonprofit. Y Carey Powers
and Quinn Ziegler live in Missoula, Mont.,
with their dog, Darby. Carey works in the
development department at the Missoula
Art Museum, and Quinn is a data analyst for
Missoula County. Y I continue to be the only
person in Los Angeles who wears clothes
from L.L.Bean—perhaps I’m a trendsetter.
I’m wrapping up my M.B.A. at USC Marshall
and will have graduated by the time this
is printed! I’m also looking forward to a
handful of bachelor parties and weddings
of Colby friends this summer and fall.
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Molly Nash
classnews2015@colby.edu

Apartment 110 had another banner year.
The biggest news is that Connor Clancy
married his longtime Colby love, Sarah Lux
’14. All were in attendance at the ceremony
in upstate New York. Y Connor Emmert
moved to Dallas, finally leaving Maine after
more than eight years in the state. Y Zach
Padula moved back to his home state of
Rhode Island. Y Tony Atkinson, Gabe
Salzer, and Mike Wincek all remain in
New York and continue to hang out, except
during the coronavirus quarantine as that
would be irresponsible and against Mayor
de Blasio’s strict orders. “We all maintain
our social distance through appropriate
group text messaging and vaguely apocalyptic memes.” Y Victoria Falcon and
Nick LaRovere adopted a puppy, Onyx, on

Dec. 6, 2019. They’re super excited to have
him as part of their family. They also enjoy
spending time with friends and family in San
Francisco. Check out a picture of them at
colby.edu/mag in the class notes section.
Y Meg Hassey is teaching fourth grade at
a charter school in San Diego, and she’s
finishing an additional special education
certificate. If there are any Mules in the area,
let her know! Y Milton Guillén is producing
and directing a film that has received several
grants and funding from public television
(ITVS), Tribeca Film Institute, the Bay Area
Video Coalition Media Maker Fellowship,
as well as from Kartemquin Films (the
producers of Minding the Gap). It was
also invited to the DOK Co-Pro Market in
Leipzig last October, where he pitched it
to several funders and distributors from
Europe. Several of these fellowships come
with money, mentorship, and some media
attention. This film has a lot of Colby connections, and two of the protagonists are
former Colby Oak fellows—Khalid Albaih
and Bassam Khabieh—plus Milton as a
third character. Another Colby-created film,
from the Center for the Arts and Humanities’
annual theme, had a screening at a theater
in Chicago as part of the yearly Panorama
Latinx. This screening got a lot of media
attention from a few places, including the
Chicago Tribune and others. Milton will have
more things coming up from Northwestern
University too, with a profile on the film and
his work as a graduate student. Y Megan
MacKenzie is halfway through earning an
M.S.W. at the Smith School for Social Work.
This spring she wrapped up her first internship at Maine Medical Center in Portland
providing outpatient therapy for children
and adolescents. In August she and her
partner will drive their dog and two cats
across the country to Boulder, where she’ll
complete her second internship at Mental
Health Partners, offering adult outpatient
therapy. She’s excited to spend more time
in big mountains and connect with Colby
alumni in the Rockies. Y Some members
of the Class of 2015 gathered in Jackson,
Wyo., to cheer on visiting Mules, who were
competing in a double-header against the
Jackson Hole Moose, a local hockey team.
At colby.edu/mag in the class notes section,
you’ll find a photo of Erin Maguire (TX),
Kellie Walsh (WY), Nate Morgan (NY), Jill
Conway (Bates alumna and sibling of Colby
alumni), and Jack Hartigan (AR). Y Kali
Stevens graduated from the University of
Maryland School of Medicine this spring,
along with Erin Bewley. Kali started a
residency in orthopaedic surgery at Case
Western Reserve University/University Hospitals Cleveland Medical Center. Y Kara

Witherill works in admissions operations at
an international education company called
Shorelight, based out of the Seaport in
Boston. She moved to Somerville, Mass.,
and loves getting together with Katie
Daigle, who lives just down the street.
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I hope everyone is staying safe and healthy
during this unprecedented time. Thank you
to those who sent updates, and best wishes
to everyone! Y Iavor Dekov moved to a
new place in Austin last November and
is working for HeartFlow as a software
engineer. Y Peter Wirth will be leaving
Washington, D.C., to start his plastic and
reconstructive surgery residency at the
University of Wisconsin in June. Y Katie
Southworth now paints, exhibits, and sells
her artwork out of her newly acquired shared
studio space in the SoWa Arts and Design
District of Boston. She’s also a member of
the SoWa Artist Guild. Her studio (#412B at
450 Harrison Avenue) is open to the public
every first Friday of the month as well as
most Sundays from May through October.
She would love to have fellow Mules come
by for a visit, or for anyone to follow her
new adventure on Instagram @katiesouthworth_art. Katie also continues to teach full
time as an elementary school art teacher
for Boston Public Schools. Y While working
from home, Martha Holland has been
calling old friends on the phone, finding
creative ways to make rice and beans, and
practicing yoga on her floor. Y John and
Erin Trainor Morrow bought and renovated
a house in Portland, Maine. They moved in
this spring! Y Maggie Chutter graduated
in May with her D.V.M. from Cornell and
was slated to start as a small animal vet
in New Hampshire in June. Y Holly Hogan
is pursuing her master’s in social work at
Arizona State University through their online
program. She’s also working in residential
and community mental healthcare. She has
been a homeowner for a year and a half
now, and she’s a proud mom to three cats.
Y Kate Riley recently moved to Seattle and
has had fun reconnecting with Kim Bourne,
who is also in the area. She’s working at
Seattle Children’s Research Institute and
will start grad school this summer. Y Lydia
Nicholson is fighting for tenants in Los
Angeles who are being forced to pay rents
even amidst a global crisis. They hope to
win a rent suspension until the pandemic
is under control. They live in mid-Wilshire
with their cat, Lily. Y After spending three
years working for Varian Medical Systems

Clare Murray
classnews2018@colby.edu

Are you interested in becoming the
correspondent for the Class of 2019?
Send an email to Colby Magazine at
classnews2019@colby.edu
if
you’d
like more information about this threetimes-a-year opportunity. Thank you!

instagram.com/colbycollege

classnews2019@colby.edu
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The Class of ’18 is making waves all
around the world. From across the pond,
Indiana Thompson, now a very busy
master’s student at King’s College London, reports that the Colby community in
London is alive and well! Y Joelle Young
graduated with an M.Sc. in environmental
anthropology from the University of Kent
in Canterbury, England. She completed
her dissertation on dark sky conservation by spending six weeks in New Mexico. There, she carried out multi-sited
fieldwork to explore the motivations and
actions of people conserving the night
sky as a cultural and natural resource.
While studying in the UK, she enjoyed
visiting castles, eating scones with clotted cream, and drinking English breakfast
tea. Y After teaching English in Madrid all
last year, Will Schmidt began a master’s
in management at Madrid’s IE University.
Y From UWC Mostar, Adela Ramovic has
been working with university students
and exploring virtual teaching tools.
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Greetings, 2017 Mules! As your class correspondent, I seek to uplift your stories and
provide exciting updates. The start of 2020
has brought uncertainty to many of our lives
with the global outbreak of COVID-19 and
unprecedented economic crashes. Colby
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sends prayers to you and your families
during this time. I stay grounded through
local volunteering, educational webinars,
and solitary meditation. I recently caught
up with Hunter Riehle ’18 at a country
club in Connecticut. I binged-watched the
psychological thriller You on Netflix across
time zones with Jeanné Gilliard. Shaquan
Huntt ’13 shared law school adventures
over lunch on Wall Street. Y What are other
classmates up to? Luc Marrie hopes to
stave off the ennui that comes as we head
towards our mid-twenties. He recommends
a book of short stories by Haruki Murakami
titled Blind Willow, Sleeping Woman. Luc
hopes it reminds us to look around and
enjoy life a little bit more. Y Aaliyah Bell
and Bonnie Maldonado ’16 in New York City
recently welcomed a new member to their
home. Their new cat named Nebula! Y
Anna Jackson earned her M.A. in Hispanic
studies from Boston College in May; she
may become a certified Spanish teacher in
Massachusetts. Y Caroline Ferguson was
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in Palo Alto, Phil Adamson will enroll in the
Stanford University electrical engineering
Ph.D. program this fall. His research will
mostly take place in the Stanford Medicine
Radiology Department, with interests
in MRI and neuroimaging. Y Hannah
Twombly and Connor O’Neil ’15 have been
living in Mid-coast Maine for the past
three years, and they’re slowly building
up an aquaculture business (formed in
2018) together. They’re hoping to start
selling whole scallops and kelp in 2021.

colby.edu

University of Wisconsin-Madison clinical law student
Hannah Tuttle ’15 has been named editor-in-chief
of the student-run Wisconsin International Law
Journal for 2020-21. Tuttle is concurrently pursuing
a dual master’s degree in international public affairs
and expects to earn her J.D. and M.A. in 2022.
After graduation, she hopes to work in international
law as part of an international governmental
organization. ♦ Olivia Amber ’17 was profiled in
Ultra Running Magazine ahead of the USATF 50-Mile
Championships at the Pioneer Spirit Trail Race in
California in March. One of Amber’s goals is to
inspire women to chase their fitness dreams. “It
Hannah Tuttle ’15
doesn’t matter if you are the fastest or the slowest
one out there. Everyone is presented with the same rooty, rocky, muddy, and
steep trails,” the former All-American Nordic skier said. ♦ Duncan Coles ’19 was
included as a team member on a recently published paper in the journal Nature
Methods titled “Genetic tool development in marine protists: emerging model
organisms for experimental cell biology.” The paper stems from an independent
research project Coles conducted during a Colby semester at Bigelow Laboratory
for Ocean Sciences. ♦ Catherine Fraser ’19, clean air associate for the
nonprofit advocacy group Environment Texas, appeared on Fox News Houston in
January after Houston was ranked the fifth worst city for air quality. “We need to
take action to regulate facilities like oil refineries and petrochemical plants to
limit air pollution from those sources,” Fraser told Fox News.

a trying time, but it’s through strain that
his team must innovate in order to overcome. He encourages anyone interested
in cutting-edge healthcare technology to
reach out. Y Thank you to all who chimed
in with stories. In uncertain times, we need
to keep in touch more than ever. You can
stay involved between columns by updating
your contact info on alumni.colby.edu, joining our reunion committee, or suggesting
ideas for virtual events. I’m always happy
to discuss ideas or make introductions.
Reach out anytime for a catch-up call!
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selected as a 2019-20 White House Fellowship regional candidate. She drafted policy
proposals for legislators then traveled to
Boston alongside an accomplished group of
candidates—including the assistant deputy
chairman of the NATO Military Committee, a
candidate for the governor of Rhode Island,
a U.S. naval officer, and a Blue Angels
squadron pilot. She, unfortunately, was
not selected for the White House, but she
had a rewarding experience. Y Madeline
Bistrong works in employer partnerships
at Handshake (our career center platform) and just celebrated her one-year
anniversary. Y Mollika Tahsin moved to
the Saint Paul area in Minnesota to start
her master’s in a data science program at
the University of St. Thomas. Coming from
an economics background, she hopes to
merge finance and tech skills into fintech
or venture capitalism. Y Maggie Hojlo
and Katie Metayer both work as clinical
research coordinators while living together
at Coolidge Corner in Brookline, Mass.
Honorary guest Alan Ottenstein lived with
them last August, “which was GREAT!” Y
After two incredible years ski patrolling in
Park City, Utah, Luke Andrews is back on
the East Coast as an MD student at Tufts
School of Medicine in Boston. Y Jenn
(Shiyun) Qiu married Laurence Li from
San Diego in January 2019; they now live in
Cambridge, Mass. Y Thomas Barry works
at Bank of America as a consumer and small
business relationship manager in Rhode
Island. He caught up with classmates at
the Mary O’Donnell 5K organized by Tom
O’Donnell and his brother, Jimmy ’18, in
memory of their mom. Y Olivia Amber lives
and works in San Francisco while running
for Salomon on the U.S. Pro Squad (primarily focusing on mountain ultras). She
won a bronze medal at the USATF 50-Mile
Trail Championships! Y Alexandria Lucas
started physician assistant school at Case
Western Reserve University School of Medicine. She’ll also research patients in the
Cleveland Clinic’s MICU. Y Teddy Simpson
is moving to Portland to live with Jackson
Hall and Eliza Baker-Wacks on Munjoy
Hill. The three of them hope to start taking
didgeridoo lessons while working their
normal jobs. Y John Kensinger continues
to enjoy San Francisco, still working—now
very aptly—at Trusted Health with nurses
fighting back against COVID-19. It’s been
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OBITUARIES
Estelle Rogers MacDonald ’39,
March 30, 2020, in Braintree, Mass.,
at 101. After eight years of living
in New York City and Boston, she
settled in 1947 in Braintree, where
she raised nine children and was a
dedicated member of her church
as a deaconess. She wrote poetry,
read widely, played hymns on her
piano, and possessed a sharp sense
of humor. Her family’s legacy of
Colby graduates stretches back to
her grandfather Harvey D. Eaton,
Class of 1887; her parents, A. Robert Rogers Sr., Class of 1917, and
Harriet Eaton Rogers, Class of
1919; and her siblings, Martha Rogers Beach ’42 and Raymond Rogers Jr. ’49, all of whom predeceased
her. She leaves seven children, 18
grandchildren, including Megan
Davis ’94, 17 great-grandchildren,
and five great-great-grandchildren.
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James M. Bunting ’40, Nov. 9,
2019, in Wilmington, N.C., at 100.
A brief teaching career in Portland,
Maine, ended in 1943 when he entered the U.S. Army, serving in
Germany in the Signal Corps. He
earned an M.A. in Russian from
the Middlebury Language School
in 1950, and then he went on to
a long career as a crypto-analyst
and linguist with the National Security Agency, retiring in 1980. A
varsity golfer at Colby, he played
throughout his life and won several
Senior Open championships. Later in life, he took up long-distance
running and completed his first
of two marathons at age 60. Three
sons, three grandchildren, and three
great-grandchildren survive him.
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Dorothy Smith Fernald ’42, March
14, 2020, in Falls Church, Va., at
99. Dot left Colby after two years,
marrying classmate Clarence Fernald ’40, with whom she raised two
daughters before his death in 1986.
She lived for 70 years in Falls Church,
where she taught Sunday School, was
church librarian, and volunteered
with Citizens for a Better City and
the PTA. An amateur genealogist,
she traced her family’s roots and
kept extensive scrapbooks of family photos and events. Two daughters, five grandchildren, and two
great-granddaughters survive her.

Nancy Glover Oldham ’45, Feb. 15,
2020, in Hanover, Mass., at 96. Her
life centered around family, home,
and community. She also worked for
Sears Roebuck for a period. She loved
animals, car rides, gardening, and
barbecues with family and friends.
Four children, two grandsons, and
a great-granddaughter survive her.
Frances Barclay Oxton ’45, Feb.
6, 2020, in Silverdale, Wash., at
94. She moved around the country and the world with her husband, an Air Force captain, while
raising her four children. Later in
life, she became a real estate agent.
Nancy Parsons Ferguson ’46, May
3, 2020, in Worcester, Mass., at 95.
She taught school for four years before starting her family, which was
her primary focus and love throughout her life. A resident of Holden,
Mass., for 68 years, she gave back
to her community by serving at her
church. She also volunteered for 20
years with Heifer Project International. Later in life, she traveled to all
50 states, all 10 Canadian provinces,
and to 30 countries. Survivors include her husband of nearly 69 years,
Robert, four children, six grandchildren, and 12 great-grandchildren.
Shirley Armstrong Howe ’46, Feb.
20, 2020, in Torrington, Conn., at
95. A devoted mother and wife, she
also volunteered extensively—with
the Girl Scouts, a junior women’s
club, her church, and the Waterbury Junior League. She was an
accomplished pianist who played at
social gatherings. She leaves three
children and four grandchildren.
Louise Boudrot Phillips ’47, Dec.
23, 2019, in Moorestown, N.J., at
94. Her adult life revolved around
her children and grandchildren,
whose activities she supported by
volunteering with Girl Scouts, Cub
Scouts, the local P.T.A., and her
church. She had a strong sense of
community, enjoyed golfing, and
was interested in history. Predeceased by her husband of 51 years,
Wendell F. Phillips ’44, she is survived by six children, 12 grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren.

Robert D. Witherill ’47, Oct. 31,
2019, in Belfast, Maine, at 94. He left
Colby in 1943 to train for service in
the U.S. Navy, becoming an ensign
in the Pacific Theater. He returned,
graduated from Colby, and subsequently earned two master’s degrees
from the University of Maine. He
became a college professor, teaching
business and economics at New England College, Nasson College, and
the University of Southern Maine.
He authored several articles and
two books, one on teaching economics in elementary schools and
another titled Steamboat Memories,
which stemmed from an interest in
historical steamboats in Penobscot
Bay. Later in life, he owned Penobscot Compass Service. He was
active with the Boy Scouts and was
a Mason. He leaves his wife of 69
years, Jean, two sons, four grandchildren, including Colin Witherill
’04 and Kara Witherill ’15, two
great-grandchildren, and a sister.
Janet Gay Hawkins ’48, March
27, 2020, in Greenport, N.Y., at 93.
A mother and wife, she was also
active in her communities. She belonged to the Junior League of the
North Shore, serving as treasurer
and sustainer committee member,
and was a member of the Manhasset Bay Yacht Club. Janet served on
Colby’s Board of Overseers, was
an active fundraiser for her class,
and was active with the New York
Alumni Association, all reasons she
was awarded a Colby Brick in 1998.
In retirement, she moved to Shelter Island, where she served on the
Mashomack Preserve board of trustees and organized a yearly benefit
gathering for many years. She was
also active with the Shelter Island
Yacht Club and Shelter Island Historical Society. Predeceased by her
sister, Joan Gay Kent ’45, she is survived by two sons, five grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.
Melvin Foster ’49, April 4, 2020, in
Newton, Mass., at 93. He left Colby after one year to join the U.S.
Army, where he served as a combat
medic in the Philippines. For his
heroism, he was awarded the Philippines Liberation Ribbon and the
WWII Victory Medal. He returned

to Colby and graduated then earned
an M.B.A. in 1951 and a J.D. in 1971,
both from Boston University. He
opened a private law practice in Boston, practicing into his 80s. Mel was
an avid tennis player who ranked as
a New England Amateur, and he
was a master duplicate bridge player. Survivors include his wife, Julie,
and two sons, including Robert ’08.
Ruth Endicott Freeman ’49 M.D.,
Dec. 1, 2019, in Ogunquit, Maine,
at 103. She graduated from Belgrade (Maine) High School in 1933,
worked in Waterville and Augusta,
then struck out on her own in the
early 1940s, eventually working at
the Portsmouth Naval Shipyard.
She earned a pilot’s license, but the
onset of World War II prevented her
from flying. Instead, she joined the
Women’s Army Corps and worked
as a court stenographer in England
and Paris, earning four medals, including the World War II Victory
Medal. After the war, she enrolled at
Colby. She went on to earn a medical degree in 1953 from the Philadelphia Women’s Medical College
and later became a family physician based in Ogunquit, practicing
for 50 years and making hundreds
of house calls each year. Reading the Bible and living the gospel
were daily devotions, an attitude
also evident during service trips to
Central America with the Heifer
Project and Habitat for Humanity.
She also played the violin, practiced
photography, and loved poetry and
letter writing. Her daughter, Lynne
Freeman, three grandchildren, and
six great-grandchildren survive her.
Patricia Lydon Latham ’49, April
12, 2020, in Lynn, Mass., at 92. In
addition to raising her children, she
was a librarian, first for the Town
of Marblehead and later for the
law firm Goodwin Proctor. For 67
years she was a resident of Marblehead, where she was an active member of the Star of the Sea Church.
Reading, cooking, and traveling
were favorite activities. Predeceased by her husband of 65 years,
Robert Latham ’49, she is survived
by three children, five grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.

Noted

that satiated her desire to help others: a middle and high school teacher,
a manager of a Fanny Farmer Store,
a financial consultant to young families, and a water safety instructor
at YMCAs, 4-H camps, and church
camps. She also worked for 13 years
as a tax preparer and six years as an
office supervisor for H&R Block.
She made her home in Dennis,
Mass., where she loved the beach
and swimming. Two siblings predeceased her, Walter E. Alger Jr. ’50 and
Agnes Alger Stephanian ’51; a stepdaughter and grandson survive her.
Nancy Ardiff Boulter ’50, Oct. 23,
2019, in Berea, Ohio, at 90. A school
teacher and a mother early in her
adult life, she went on to become
a high school guidance counselor in Lakewood, Ohio. She earned

Leotta leaves his wife, Lois, two children,
four step-children, three grandchildren, and
two sisters.
—Laura Meader

two advanced degrees from Kent
State—an M.A. in student personnel in 1971 and a doctorate in counseling in higher education in 1979.
An expert genealogy researcher,
she recorded and collected her family history, and in retirement, she
spent winters in the family home in
Berea. Predeceased by her brother,
Robert Ardiff ’54, she leaves three
children, nine grandchildren, three
great-grandchildren, and her sister, Eleanor Ardiff Ormiston ’60.
Chester A. Brigham ’50, Oct. 12,
2019, in Gloucester, Mass., at 91.
His lifelong love of Gloucester began in childhood when his parents
bought a cottage in Goose Cove
and culminated in adulthood when
he returned to live in that house.
There, he wrote five books on

Gloucester’s maritime history and
art. In between, he served four years
with the Air Force in the Korean
War and was a business writer in
Connecticut. Chet belonged to the
Annisquam Yacht Club, the Boston
Writer’s Club, and the Boston Phi
Beta Kappa Club. His wife, Anthea, predeceased him by 10 days.
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Georgina Alger Mikoleit ’49, Jan.
15, 2020, in Farmington, Conn., at
92. Georgie held various positions

Beloved by his students for his sense of humor,
Leotta told them that ideas are as illusive to
grasp as cobwebs. “If you ever walked in a

cobweb and tried to brush it off … it’s a sonof-a-gun to get a hold of,” the Batavia (N.Y.)
Daily News reported. “Ideas are like that. They
move around, they change.”
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Linda Shaw Maguire ’49, Oct.
5, 2019, in Midland Park, N.J., at
90. While moving frequently for
her husband’s career, she raised
her children and held various jobs:
special education teacher, administrative assistant, and office assistant. She was known for her sense
of humor and her love of music,
playing trumpet and piano, and
initiating impromptu sing-alongs.
Along with her husband, they established a scholarship fund at
Colby in their name. Predeceased
by her husband of 55 years, Thomas F. Maguire ’49, she is survived
by three children, 10 grandchildren, and two great-grandchildren.

“I’m not a great shot,” he said, “but I’m a
careful shooter.” Later, Leotta used a target
with a steel-plated, funnel-shaped area and an
electronically activated bell in the center. He
gauged his accuracy by deciphering the noise
made when the bullet hit the target.

twitter.com/colbycollege

After earning master’s and doctorate degrees
from Columbia University, he taught
American history, spending most of his 34year career at St. Bonaventure University,

At his country home in Humphrey, N.Y.,
Leotta and his wife cleared trees and
transformed their property, where he
relished long walks with his guide dogs and
family. He loved jazz and was an audiophile.
And, surprisingly, he was a target shooter,
a passion first developed at Colby when his
KDR fraternity brothers jokingly invited
him to target practice at a local dump.
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Leotta attended Perkins School for the Blind
before coming to Colby—its first blind
student—with his seeing eye dog, allowing
him to move freely about campus. Braille
books, recorded textbooks, and classmates
who read aloud to him helped Leotta succeed
at Colby: he graduated with a degree in
history in the top 5 percent of his class.

facebook.com/colbycollege

Raised in Malden, Mass., Leotta was born
with glaucoma and, until age 15, enjoyed a
normal childhood, albeit with impaired vision.
One morning, he awoke blind. “The loss
happened just like that,” Leotta, snapping his
fingers, told a reporter 35 years later.

Leotta claimed to be consumed with
curiosity. He was an avid reader—using the
Kurzweil reading machine for the blind—
with interests in the Vietnam War and
corporate American history. He authored
several publications, including a recognized
book on America’s Social Security program.
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Louis Leotta Jr. ’59 died in Olean, N.Y., Feb.
26, 2020. The life of the wry 85-year-old was
lauded as a portrait of courage, persistence,
and triumph over adversity.

where he chaired the history department
and was named professor emeritus in 2001.
In 2009 Colby awarded him its Outstanding
Educator Award.

colby.edu

All while totally blind.
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Louis Leotta lived an extraordinary life—
simply because it was so ordinary. Leotta
graduated from Colby and earned advanced
degrees, found meaningful work, raised a
family, worked his property, traveled.

Mary Anne Seward Crafts ’50,
Feb. 14, 2020, in State College,
Pa., at 90. She attended Katharine Gibbs College in Providence,
where she studied business administration and criminal justice, skills
she used during her lengthy career
as an analyst with the Department
of State in Washington, D.C. In
retirement, she traveled extensively. Predeceased by her grandmother, Mary Pray Seward, (Colby

89

class year unknown, but sometime
in the 1880s), she is survived by
a brother and extended family.
Virginia Davis Pearce ’50, Dec. 24,
2019, in Pittsboro, N.C., at 91. She
raised her family in Ware and Hingham, Mass., where she also actively
volunteered with the Hingham Garden Club and the Doric Docents,
tour guides at the Massachusetts
State House. Ginny, knowledgeable
about Spanish, also tutored English
as a Second Language up until the
time of her death. A talented seamstress and gardener, her other hobbies centered on the outdoors: alpine
and Nordic skiing, tennis, golf, and
kayaking on the lake in New Hampshire where she retired before moving to Pittsboro. She leaves her husband of 69 years, Charles A. Pearce
’49, three children, including Sarah
Pearce ’78, and four grandchildren.
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Hildegarde “Penny” Pratt Regni
’50, Nov. 4, 2019, in Johnson City,
N.Y., at 91. A mother and homemaker, an artist and musician, she taught
art in a local school district and
earned an M.Ed. from Penn State
University in 1963. Later, she owned
antique and framing businesses in
Binghamton. She played cello in a
community orchestra, painted penand-ink and watercolor scenes, and,
as an animal lover, volunteered with
Project PAW. She was known for
finding beauty in simple things and
expressing those nuances through
writing. Predeceased by her father,
Ransom Pratt, Class of 1921, and her
first husband, Robert Burkhart ’50,
she leaves a son, David Burkhart.
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Russell O. “Tubby” Washburn
’50, Dec. 4, 2019, in Cape Elizabeth,
Maine, at 97. After high school in
1942, he joined the Marine Corps
and served in the South Pacific
until 1946. He came to Colby on
a full basketball scholarship and
went on to shatter every Colby record, earning the attention of the
Boston Celtics, who drafted him in
1949. Opting not to pursue a basketball career, he finished at Colby and then taught government at
Deering High School in Portland,
Maine, for 27 years. He also coached

at Deering, leading the school to
two state basketball championships.
He stayed in shape as he aged, enjoying skiing and golfing, shooting
his age until he was 77, and winning
several senior golf tournaments.
Predeceased by his wife, Joyce Edwards Washburn ’51, he is survived
by three children and a grandson.
Janet West Williams ’50, March 3,
2020, in Crosswicks, N.J., at 91. After college, she worked as a children’s
librarian in her hometown of Trenton, and later served as president of
the Crosswicks Library, which she
helped to resurrect. She was a pioneer in the construction business,
operating
Williams-BUILDER
with her husband. She was named
National Remodeler of the Year
in 1997 by the National Association of Home Builders, and she
was featured in several industry
publications, including on the covers of two magazines. She served
as president of the PTA and was
a vital part of Crosswicks’s Society of Friends. She was appreciated
for her “kind insistence on singing
grace and sending postcards.” Three
children and seven grandchildren will carry on in her absence.
John P. “Crif” Crawford ’51, Dec.
2, 2019, in Boulder, Colo., at 90. Born
in Beirut to missionary parents, he
was raised in Lebanon before coming to Colby, where he played basketball and tennis. He earned a Ph.D.
in geology from Columbia University and went on to work with Esso
in Libya, with Standard Oil (Exxon)
in New York, and, for 20 years, with
ARAMCO in Saudi Arabia, focusing on employment and training.
He studied and mastered the Arabic language, enjoyed sailing and
snorkeling in the Arabian Gulf, and
went camping in the Empty Quarter. He retired to Boulder, where he
gardened, continued to play tennis,
and volunteered in his community.
He served as a class agent for his
50th Colby reunion and established
a student research fund at the College. Survivors include his wife
of 62 years, Kate, three children,
six grandchildren, and two sisters.

Alyce Moskowitz Domenitz ’51,
Jan. 27, 2020, in Concord, Mass.,
at 90. She earned a master’s in
education in 1952 from Columbia University’s Teachers College
and taught first grade for several
years, returning to the classroom
as a nursery school teacher after
raising her children. She was also
a civic activist, volunteering with
the League of Women Voters and
the Association for the Education of Young Children. She was a
court-appointed special advocate
for foster children, typed books in
Braille, and recorded books on tape
for the blind. She leaves two daughters, six grandchildren, and a sister.
Margaret “Betsy” Stowell Kline
’51, Oct. 14, 2019, in Friendship,
Maine, at 90. She transferred from
Colby to Wellesley College, where
she earned her degree in English.
She worked as an editorial assistant before marrying in 1955 and
starting her family. She did volunteer work—Planned Parenthood,
League of Women Voters, Travelers Aid Society—until later in
life, when she started and ran two
travel agencies. Travel, bridge, and
tennis occupied her retirement
years, as did reading and watching Jeopardy! Three children and
four grandchildren survive her.
Norene Tibbetts Linder ’51, Nov.
21, 2019, in Ellicott City, Md., at 89.
She worked for a few years before
earning her master’s in mathematics
education at Syracuse University,
where she met her future husband.
Her family became her focus, and
with her son autistic, she devoted
much of her time to his issues and
activities. She had an interest in
World War I veterans and conducted research to compile a list of all
Colby graduates who died in that
war. Predeceased by her father, John
S. Tibbetts ’26, she is survived by
her husband of 65 years, Peter, five
children, and eight grandchildren.
Donald D. Maheu ’51, Jan. 31, 2019,
in Newark, Del., at 89. He studied at
the University of Maine’s Pulp and
Paper School right after Colby, and
later he attended the University of

Wisconsin’s Management Institute.
His career was spent as a manufacturing engineer for Scott Paper,
where he helped build and redesign
paper mills in countries such as
Spain, Mexico, Malaysia, and Costa
Rica. In retirement, he worked to
break 80 on the links, and he studied
indigenous cultures of the American Southwest. Six children, 14
grandchildren, three great-grandchildren, and a sister survive him.
Joan Cammann McIntyre ’51,
April 13, 2020, in Marblehead,
Mass., at 91. She lived for 58 years
in the same house in Marblehead,
raising her children, gardening,
and engaging with the community
as a swim coach and official and as
a member of the church choir. An
outdoor enthusiast, she enjoyed bicycling, ocean swimming, sailing,
ice skating, skiing, and camping.
She also played several instruments—the trumpet, guitar, banjo, harmonica, pennywhistle, and
recorder—in various bands and at
music festivals. Predeceased by her
husband, Charles McIntyre ’51, she
leaves four daughters, including
Carol McIntyre-Peale ’75 and her
husband, James Peale ’77; 10 grandchildren, including Caitlin Peale
Sloan ’06; and a great-grandson.
Gerald A. Michaud ’51, Jan. 21,
2020, in Waterville, Maine, at 91.
He sold insurance for Allstate for
10 years and then went to work for
Keyes Fibre in Waterville, where
he served as assistant of operations
planning and manager of customer
services. Retirement wasn’t for him,
so he went to work for his son Gerry
Jr., who owned Big G’s in Winslow,
and delivered lunch to customers
for 21 years. A Boy Scoutmaster
for five years, he was promoted to
a scout commissioner and established new troops. He also taught
CCD, catechism, at Winslow’s St.
John Parish. Woodworking and furniture making, French discussion
groups, and playing bridge were favorite pastimes, along with running,
hunting, and fishing. He leaves four
children, seven grandchildren, eight
great-grandchildren, and a brother.
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Bruce A. MacPherson ’52, Jan.
13, 2020, in Yarmouth Port, Mass.,
at 89. He served three years in the
Korean War aboard the USS Dortch
as an operations officer, legal officer,
and chaplain. A 45-year career followed at A.A. MacPherson Co., an
electrical manufacturer’s representation firm that he owned. He served
as national president of NEMRA
and the Electrical Institute of New
England. He golfed and belonged
to several country clubs, sailed a

Paul A. Plasse ’52, Oct. 12, 2019, in
Lexington, Mass., at 94. He left high
school to join the U.S. Navy during
World War II, serving as a radioman and witnessing the invasion
at Normandy, Okinawa, and other
sites. As a Colby student, he married
during his freshman year, worked at
Dunham’s, and saw three of his children born on campus. Summers he
worked as a river driver. He became
a research chemist, working first for
several startups before starting with
Polaroid Corporation in 1967. He
retired as senior research manager
having accumulated several dozen
patents. He enjoyed ocean fishing,
diving, and boating and earned his
Coast Guard captain’s license in
1989. Survivors include his wife,
Merryl, four children, including
Peter ’74, two step-children, 17

Marjorie Hill Ashman ’54, Dec.
27, 2019, in Littleton, Colo., at 87.
She continued her education right
after Colby, earning a master’s at
Columbia Teachers College in 1955
followed by a diploma certifying her
to teach deaf students. She taught
special education in middle schools
in Mount Laurel, N.J., where she
lived for 57 years before retiring
in Colorado. In addition to raising
her children, she gave generously to
her community through volunteer
work, including answering calls for a
crisis hotline for more than 40 years.
She loved animals and nature, and
she enjoyed traveling and listening
to music. Marge was predeceased by
her father, the noted Waterville physician Frederick Thayer Hill, Class
of 1910, and two sisters, Virginia
Hill Field ’48 and Joan Hill Martin
’52. Her husband of 63 years, Frederick G. Ashman ’54, three children,
six grandchildren, and her sister
Barbara Hill Millett ’50 survive her.
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Audrey Morgan Leaf ’52, April 9,
2020, in Chilmark, Mass., at 89. She
left Colby after two years to follow
her dream of becoming a nurse.
She studied at the Cooley Dickinson Hospital nursing program and
was capped a registered nurse. A
homemaker and a mother, Muffie
was active with her church as a communicant and senior warden. She
also volunteered at the local hospital and thrift shop, and she helped
serve lobster suppers at her church
and meals for ice hockey families
at a street fair. She is survived by
her husband of 67 years, Carlton
“Carl” Leaf ’52, four children, nine
grandchildren, eight great-grandchildren,
and
two
siblings.

Harris P. O’Brasky ’53, April 3,
2020, in Brockton, Mass., at 89.
A veteran of World War II, he
served with the U.S. Army, stationed in Germany. Later, he
worked for Zayre’s Corporation
and helped develop its brand TJ
Maxx. Four children, two grandchildren, and a brother survive him.
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Elizabeth J. Smart Merriam ’52,
Dec. 11, 2019, in Concord, N.H.,
at 89. Betsey earned a nursing degree from Columbia Presbyterian
University in 1955 then moved to
Hanover, N.H., where she taught
anatomy and physiology to nursing
students. While raising a family, she
helped her first husband, Thornton Merriam ’51, run his private
medical practice in Bangor, Maine.
Divorced, she used her master’s degree in expressive art therapy from
Lesley College, earned in 1989, to
work as a preschool teacher in Portsmouth, N.H. She was involved with
the League of Women’s Voters and
a Shakespeare acting club, and she
loved the outdoors, especially the
ocean. Later, she met Frank Weeks,
son of a Colby math professor, who
was her companion for the final 20
years of her life. She leaves five children, including David Merriam ’81,
eight grandchildren, and a brother.

Mary Scott Jahn ’53, Jan. 23, 2020,
in Palm Coast, Fla., at 87. Her life
focused on her home and family,
but she remained close to her Delta Delta Delta friends and also enjoyed golfing. Predeceased by her
parents, Evangeline York Scott ’24
and Albert H. Scott ’24, she leaves
two sons and three grandchildren.
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Stephen M. Kenyon Jr. ’52, Dec.
14, 2019, in Mechanicsville, Va.,
at 89. As a Colby student, he belonged to the U.S. Naval Reserve,
and after graduation he spent a
few years in the Navy stationed in
Brooklyn. He subsequently went
to work for Nabisco, supervising
and directing production for two
of the company’s bakeries. He had
two homes, one in New Jersey and
another in West Bath, Maine, and
he kept sailboats at each. He leaves
his wife, Mary, and extended family.

grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, four great-great-grandchildren,
and
two
sisters.
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Marilyn Matthes Silva ’51, Oct. 20,
2019, in Boston, Mass., at 90. She was
a spirited traveler and curious woman, visiting all 50 states, traveling
abroad, and learning to say “thank
you” in almost every language. Her
career was spent at MIT’s Department of Linguistics and Philosophy,
working as an administrative officer.
She followed the Red Sox and tennis
in general. Known as a trivia expert,
she won many prizes in trivia contests on the many cruises she took.

Sunfish, and enjoyed traveling. He
also served as a deacon and moderator for his Congregational church.
Survivors include two daughters, including Janet MacPherson Younker
’77 and her husband, William D.
Younker ’76; four grandchildren,
including William D. Younker II
’04; four great-grandchildren; and
extended family, including niece
Sally Lovegren Merchant ’83.
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Walter E. Russell ’51, Oct. 11,
2019, in Suffield, Conn., at 91. Prior to entering Colby, he served as
a paratrooper with the U.S. Army
during World War II. A standout
baseball pitcher in high school and
at Colby, “Doc” played for the Hartford Twilight League and was scouted by major leagues. He became a
banker instead, starting as a teller
then becoming branch manager and
vice president in Windsor, Conn.
In 1977 he changed course and was
elected probate judge in Windsor,
winning four subsequent terms until
he retired in 1991. Together with his
wife, he purchased, winterized, and
remodeled a cottage in Ludlow, Vt.,
where he retreated weekends to ski,
kayak, and relax with friends. He was
a master woodworker who crafted
furniture, treasurer of his Methodist church for 33 years, and an international traveler. Predeceased by his
mother, Emily Kelley Russell, Class
of 1919, he leaves his wife, Cynthia,
four children, eight grandchildren,
and eight great-grandchildren.

Charles P. Curtis ’52, Jan. 26, 2020,
in Savannah, Ga., at 90. A proud
U.S. Army veteran, he became a
salesman, working for 32 years at
Johnson Matthey Inc., a fabricator
of precious metals in Devon. Mass.
Following his retirement, he relocated to Georgia’s Skidaway Island,
where he enjoyed golf. Survivors include his wife of 57 years, Jan, three
children, and seven grandchildren.
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William B. Moore ’51, Feb. 15,
2020, in Orleans, Mass., at 91. He
left Colby after two years and served
in the U.S. Navy aboard the USS
Antietam as an airplane mechanic.
He started Orleans Motors in the
late 1950s and also joined the Orleans Yacht Club, which furthered his
lifelong involvement with boats. In
1963 he won the Day Sailer North
American Championship; in 1976
he created and ran the Great Bicentennial Bathtub Race; and he
taught sailing to kids and adults.
His wife, Nancy, three daughters,
and four grandchildren survive him.

Emile A. Caouette ’54, Feb. 13,
2020, in Middletown, Conn., at 88.
He was a veteran of the Korean War,
having served with the U.S. Army
1954-1956. After he earned two
graduate degrees, from the University of Maine and the University of
Vermont, in mathematics and education respectively, he taught high
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school mathematics in Connecticut
for 35 years. A lover of camping and
hiking, he worked in Yellowstone
National Park for five years during
his retirement. Survivors include
his wife, Carolyn, four children,
three grandchildren, and a sister.
Lois McCarty Carlson ’54, Feb. 10,
2020, in Haddam, Conn., at 87. She
was a fundraiser who worked first
in higher education, at the University of Massachusetts, Amherst, and
Connecticut College, and later as a
fundraising consultant with Brackeley, John Price Jones, Inc. In 1960
she earned a master’s in English from
New York University. She and her
husband, Roy, raised two children.
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Fabia Bowman Chandler ’54, Sept.
24, 2019, in Hortense, Ga., at 86.
Starting in the mid-’50s, she and
her husband operated their family
business, Chandler’s Ice Cream, in
Peabody, Mass. Later, she earned
a teacher’s certificate and taught
kindergarten and fourth grade in
Peabody. In retirement she moved
to Athens, Maine, where she tended a large vegetable garden and
became active in the community,
fighting against the placement of a
debris incinerator there, teaching
Sunday school, and volunteering
at the food pantry. Survivors include two children, six grandchildren, and nine great-grandchildren.

92

Arthur “Bob” R. Cummings
Jr. ’54, April 12, 2020, in Poland,
Maine, at 87. A Mainer his entire life,
he established a career in insurance,
starting with the Dunlap Agency
and later starting his own business,
the Cummings Agency, with his
wife, Marlene, first in Portland and
then in Mechanic Falls. His hobbies including investing, antiques,
golf, and painting. Three children, four grandchildren, and four
great-grandchildren survive him.
Robert E. Longbottom ’54, Jan.
10, 2020, in South Portland, Maine,
at 87. Bob was a legal assistant for
the U.S. Army from 1953 to 1955
and later became director of development for the Salvation Army’s
Northern New England Division. In
retirement, he worked part time at

the South Portland Public Library.
Predeceased by his former wife, Betty Latter Longbottom ’54, he leaves
three children and a granddaughter.
Arthur Rothenberg ’54, March 27,
2020, in Roslyn Heights, N.Y., at 87.
He earned an M.B.A. in accounting
from Columbia University in 1956,
which allowed him to enjoy a successful career as a certified public
accountant, cofounding the firm
Rothenberg and Peters CPAs. His
wife of 61 years, Nancy, three sons,
and three grandchildren survive him.
Jean Hawes Anderson ’55, Nov. 24,
2019, in Grafton, Mass., at 86. Her
life centered around the 1740 Colonial house in Grafton, where she
raised her children, created a home,
and tended the grounds as a talented gardener. A lover of sports—she
played competitive tennis and enjoyed swimming—she taught physical education early in her career and
later refereed girls’ basketball and
field hockey. She also enjoyed a career in real estate. She leaves her husband of 64 years, Reginald “Archie”
Anderson ’55, three sons, including
Richard ’85, and seven grandchildren, including Emily Anderson ’14.
Adam F. Berluti ’55, May 6, 2020, in
Southbury, Conn., at 87. He earned
an M.A. in English in 1957 from the
University of Connecticut, where
he later completed course work in
economics. After two years as an
intelligence officer in the Army, he
studied French and Italian at Yale’s
Summer Language Institute. His
career included work in the Library
of Congress as an economic analyst,
researching and writing speeches
and reports for congressmen; as an
editor for McGraw Hill compiling
reports on federal environmental
programs; translating articles for
foreign affairs news services; and in
positions with the Connecticut Department of Public Safety, including
public information officer for the
state police. In honor of his Italian
heritage, he established the Patsy
and Peppa Berluti Memorial Scholarship Fund at Colby for students
studying Italian. The last of his large
family, he leaves nieces and nephews.

Joanne Stearns Graaskamp ’55,
Jan. 4, 2020, in Eau Claire, Wis., at
86. After two years at Colby, she left
to attend nursing school but changed
her mind and attended Katherine
Gibbs School instead. Her life revolved around her children, home,
and community, where she volunteered, served in her church, and
helped found a regional arts center. Her hobbies included knitting,
painting, golfing, and collecting art
and antiques. Three children and
eight grandchildren survive her.
Robert A. Hale ’55, Feb. 28, 2020,
in Middletown, Conn., at 87. An
insurance underwriter with Connecticut General (later CIGNA), he
rose through the ranks to eventually
become vice president, head of underwriting. He volunteered in his
community and was an active benefactor of his Congregational church,
where he established the Robert A.
Hale Memorial Fund. He was an
avid golfer and a fan of the UCONN
women’s basketball program. He
leaves three children, five grandchildren, and his beloved beagle, Barney.
Robert S. Johnson Sr. ’55, Nov.
8, 2019, in Augusta, Maine, at 86.
Following service in the Korean
War, he enrolled at Colby, graduated, then settled in nearby Canaan, where he farmed, raised pigs
and other livestock, and started the
Family Sawmill that he ran for 47
years. He loved taking his grandsons to the Fryeburg Fair, faithfully
met his friends for weekly lunches,
and rooted for the Red Sox and Patriots. He leaves his wife, Nancy,
five children, 19 grandchildren,
and many great-grandchildren.
Virginia Morra Davio ’56, Dec.
4, 2019, in Waterbury, Conn., at
84. After leaving Colby, she completed her studies at Tufts University, where she earned a master’s in
education. She taught elementary
school in Thomaston, Conn., until
her retirement in 1996. She was an
animal lover, connecting especially with cats. Her husband, David,
and two step-daughters survive her.
Robert C. Erb Jr. ’56, March 30,
2020, in Center Sandwich, N.H.,

at 87. Bob served in Germany with
a tank battalion during the Korean War, after which he worked in
the textile business until 1978. A
second career in land development
and construction followed until he
retired in 1990, when he focused
on what he loved the most: golf.
He also devoted himself to restoring and keeping up his 200-yearold home on 36 acres in Center
Sandwich. He leaves his wife of 63
years, Judith Merrill Erb ’58, two
children, including Susan Erb Pittenger ’80, and four grandchildren.
John W. Turner ’56, Jan. 23, 2020,
in Swampscott, Mass., at 86. Passionate about both the sea and the
sky, he graduated from the Coast
Guard Academy and served for
three years, in Portland, Maine, and
Boston. He moved his family to California to pursue his dream of flying,
becoming a pilot for Eastern Airlines, where he worked for 21 years.
He later worked as a contractor for
the U.S. Department of Transportation flying a small research aircraft.
A member of the Colby Eight, he
kept singing his entire life, including with his church choir. Survivors
include his wife, Claire, a son, three
grandchildren, and two siblings.
Donald G. Dinwoodie ’57, Nov. 17,
2019, in Colorado Springs, Colo., at
83. He served with the U.S. Army
1959-61 and was stationed in Germany. A career with multiple jobs
followed: director of YMCAs in
three states, city planner for Colorado Springs, leadership development
coach, and real estate broker. Along
the way, he earned two graduate
degrees—an M.Ed. from Springfield College and an M.A. from
the University of Colorado—and
stayed active with his community
and church. He founded EDUCO
Colorado, a school wilderness training and leadership development for
youth, participated in a Parkinson’s support group, and belonged
to a men’s group for more than 40
years. In 2017 he won an AARP
community service award. Gardening, Nordic skiing, and travel were
among his other passions. Survivors include his wife, Elaine Gagne,
three sons, and 10 grandchildren.
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John P. Dunstan ’60, Dec. 24, 2019,
in Port Richey, Fla., at 87. He applied
his undergraduate work in physics
to a career as a physicist and an industrial hygienist, first with Pratt &
Whitney and, starting in 1976, with
Picatinny Arsenal, where he worked
on optics for Patriot Missiles. He
was one exam away from receiving
his Ph.D. but refused to take it as he
had no interest in being called “doctor.” In retirement, he lived 10 years
in Hiram, Maine, where he took up
photography, and later settled in
Florida. He was also an astronomy
buff and a ham radio operator, a skill
he learned while serving in the Korean War. He was also active with his
church. Predeceased by his parents,
Edythe Porter and J. Leslie Dunstan, both Class of 1923, he leaves
his wife, Patricia, and four children.
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Wilbur F. Hayes ’59, Dec. 10,
2019, in Wilkes-Barre, Pa., at 83.
He continued his studies right after Colby, earning an M.S. in 1961
and a Ph.D. in 1965, both in biology
from Lehigh University. He chose
to become a professor, teaching biology at Wilkes College (now Wilkes University) from 1967 to 2000.
His research focused on the Atlantic
horseshoe crab, limulus, which he
studied using electron microscopy
and about which he published several articles. He belonged to scientific
organizations and was chair of the

Mary Kristin Swanson Woodger
’59, Oct. 18, 2019, in Plymouth,
Mass., at 82. After two years at
Colby, she attended the Katherine
Gibbs School, married, and raised
her children. She volunteered with
community
organizations
and
worked bookkeeping jobs in the
Berkshire area. She also loved animals, especially dogs—her golden
retrievers and shelties were constant companions. Kris leaves two
sons, three grandsons, and a sister.
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Gladys Frank Bernyk ’59, Oct. 24,
2019, in San Jose, Calif., at 81. She
left Colby in 1957 but earned her
degree from George Washington
University in 1959. She married, had
children, and moved around while
her husband was in the Army. Her
work later in life was as an instructional assistant in special education,
helping hearing- and sight-impaired
students at Monta Vista (California)
High School, which named her employee of the year in 1997. An active
volunteer, she was PTA president,
involved with Amigos de law Americas, and founded a grocery co-op
in her neighborhood. Her husband
of 59 years, Alex, five children,
and two grandsons survive her.

Louis Leotta Jr. ’59, Feb. 26, 2020,
in Olean, N.Y., at 85. He overcame the challenges of losing his
sight at age 15 to earn a doctorate, teach history at the university level, and raise a family. Read
his “Noted” obituary on page XX.
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Deborah Williams Pinkerton
’58, Jan. 17, 2020, in Tulsa, Okla.,
at 83. She returned to her home
state of Oklahoma after graduating
from Colby, married, and raised her
family while volunteering extensively in her community with her
church, the American Red Cross,
and the Junior League. She also
served on local boards, including
for the YMCA, Concertime, and
Chamber Music Tulsa, of which
she was president. Following a divorce, she bolstered her ego with a
rugged 15-day Outward Bound canoe trip on the Boundary Waters.

Judith W. Spall ’58, Dec. 28, 2019,
in Waltham, Mass., at 83. She put
her Colby mathematics degree to
work and became a computer programmer, working for Raytheon,
MIT, ADL, and finally MITRE
Corporation. Traveling the world
was her passion—she visited six
continents absorbing the cultures
and learning the histories of countless countries. She also played golf,
swam, played bridge, and enjoyed
seeing movies and plays with friends.
Her sister Sally Spall Barnes ’60 survives her, as does extended family,
including her niece Amy Hurley ’86.

board of the Northeast Pennsylvania Chapter of the American Heart
Association. He also earned the
rank of Eagle Scout in 1952. Two
nephews and a niece survive him.
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John I. Judson Jr. ’58, Oct. 2, 2019,
in Minneapolis, Minn., at 89. A prolific writer and poet, a discerning
editor and publisher, and a beloved

John F. O’Callaghan ’58, Dec. 7,
2019, in Tilton, N.H., at 86. Jack’s
education at Colby was interrupted
by the Korean War, where he served
with the U.S. Air Force. In 1959 he
joined his family’s business, Tram
Diamond Corporation, an electronics manufacturer, becoming vice
president. Later, he opened a satellite dish company, Satellink Corporation, which he operated for 23
years. He was a sports enthusiast—
fishing, boating, and alpine skiing—
and had interests in birds, deer hunting, photography, astronomy, and
card playing. He also followed Formula One racing and Boston sports
teams. He leaves his wife, Nancy,
two children, a step-daughter, six
grandchildren, and two brothers.

A few years later, she earned an
M.B.A. from the University of Tulsa
and worked in accounting. She belonged to book clubs, played bridge
and Mah Jong, and was an expert
knitter. Two children, five grandchildren, and a sister survive her.
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Sara Stewart Johnson ’58, May 8,
2020, in Salem, Ore., at 84. Drawing
upon her English degree from Colby, she spent time as an editor for
Good Housekeeping magazine early in
her career, and then later became a
teacher of English and journalism.
She taught in Eureka, Calif., and
in Bend, Ore., where she was part
of the inaugural staff at Mountain
View High School. In retirement,
she volunteered with Trinity Episcopal Church and with Central
Oregon Art Association, helping to
restore the Rademacher House into
an art gallery. As a single mother,
she provided exciting and memorable adventures for her children,
including time in Waimea on Hawaii’s Big Island. Pastimes included
learning Italian, traveling, reading, watercolor painting, cooking,
and entertaining. Left to continue
her joie de vivre are three children,
four grandchildren, and a brother.

teacher, he delighted in the rhythm
and melody of poetry. After serving
with the Air Force during the Korean War, he graduated from Colby then went on to earn an M.F.A.
from the University of Iowa in 1965.
That same year he started at the
University of Wisconsin-La Crosse,
where he taught creative writing and
American literature for almost 30
years. A champion of unrecognized
poets, he started Juniper Press and
a literary journal, Northeast, in 1960,
publishing chapbooks and collections, many of them on cloth, handbound, and hand-sewn. He authored
several poetry books, had his work
published in more than 150 literary
magazines, and won multiple awards
for his poems. Survivors include
his wife of 60 years, Joanne, three
children, and five grandchildren.
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Richard G. Stratton ’57, Oct. 12,
2019, in Getzville, N.Y., at 83. A
1958 Woodrow Wilson Fellowship
allowed him to study English at Cornell, where he was also an instructor
of English. In 1960 he started teaching English and history at Hebron
(Maine) Academy, also coaching
swimming and football. He earned
a master’s in liberal studies in 1970
from Wesleyan. In 1973 he came to
Nichols School and taught English
for more than 40 years. Known as a
tough but thoughtful grader, he won
every award given at Nichols and had
the yearbook dedicated to him three
times. He served as English Department chair twice and was awarded
the first Austin Fox Endowed Faculty Chair in 1997. Drawing from
his acting days with Powder and
Wig, he directed student plays at
Nichols and even had students act
out plays in class. Renowned for
his yearly recitation of “Casey at
the Bat,” he had a scoreboard on
the school’s baseball diamond donated and named for him. Survivors include his extended family.

John R. Rafferty ’60, Nov. 1, 2019,
in East Granby, Conn., at 81. Finishing what he started at Colby, he
earned a B.A. in economics at the
University of Rochester in 1962, setting him up for a career in life insurance. He worked for large agencies for 35 years before starting his
own life insurance recruiting and
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consulting business. He never lost
his passion for baseball, keeping
in touch with Colby’s coach John
Winkin and becoming a Yankees
fan. He was an active volunteer in
his community and church, loved
his cottage in Owls Head, Maine,
and traveled extensively, including
a meaningful trip to Normandy.
Survivors include his wife of nearly 60 years, Becky Crane Rafferty
’60, three children, including John
Robert ’86, and four grandchildren.
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Elizabeth “Betsy” O’Connell ’61,
March 27, 2020, in Staten Island,
N.Y., at 80. Described as a scientist
and a spiritual warrior, she held an
M.S. degree, worked for 49 years
as a senior editor at New York University, and, later in life, became a
Reiki master who focused her energy on animals, especially those
in sanctuaries. She was a docent at
the Staten Island Zoo for 20 years
and an animal rights activist. She
stood for social justice, lived intentionally, and designed a spiritual practice that centered around
nature and animals. Her brother,
Frederick O’Connell ’59, survives
her, as do mentees and soul-friends.
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Norman S. Macartney ’61, April
7, 2020, in Newport, N.C., at 81.
An active, Christian man, he gave
his time and talent to organizations
such as Habitat for Humanity, Running Strong for Indian Youth, and
the Katonah Fire Department. He
coached young swimmers, started a
Boy Scout Troop, volunteered at the
local soup kitchen, and raised funds
for causes, including the American
Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals. He served in the
U.S. Navy as a Seabee, and he was
an educator, teaching in both New
York and Texas. He also worked as
a geophysicist in the Amazon and
for CoreLabs. His personal interests included gardening, motorcycle racing, swimming, writing,
painting, and playing the piano
and guitar. Survivors include his
wife, Armena “Mena,” three children, and three grandchildren.
Norcross E. Teel Jr. ’61, April 11,
2020, in Langley, Wash., at 80. Following six months of active duty

with the National Guard, he began
his career in 1963 at Traveler’s Insurance Company. Seven years later, Pete started working for Mutual
of New York and rose through the
ranks to retire 20 years later as senior
vice president of real estate. In early
retirement, he worked part time as
a consultant and mortgage loan analyst. He retired to Bar Harbor and
then to Blue Hill, Maine, where he
was a trustee with his Congregational church and a board member
of area nonprofits. He was a sailor
who enjoyed racing, and he was a
builder, constructing his cottage on
Pond Island, Maine. His final years
were spent on Whidbey Island,
Wash. He enjoyed traveling, hiking,
feeding birds, and walking with his
dog. He leaves his wife, Elsa, a sister,
three sons, and nine grandchildren.
John C. Chapman ’62, May 7, 2020,
in Topsham, Maine, at 80. After
Colby, he attended the U.S. Naval
Officer Candidate School and spent
four years in active duty during the
Vietnam War. He served in the Naval Reserves for 24 years, retiring
as a captain. He was also an independent insurance agent in Damariscotta, Maine, where he also sold
real estate and served on the board
of Lincoln Academy, including two
years as president. He belonged to
Rotary International for 50 years.
Described as quiet, wry, and reliable, he joyfully captained his party barge on Damariscotta Lake and
equally loved his home in St. Augustine, Fla. Survivors include his
wife, Allison, three children, two
step-children, eight grandchildren,
and a sister, Janice Chapman ’70.
Carol Pospisil Morton ’62, Nov.
23, 2019, in Ellicott City, Md., at 78.
A homemaker and mother, she was
active with the Towson Presbyterian
Church and its Heartlights group,
which provided services for the
mentally challenged, and its prayer
shawl group. Her interests included
knitting, baking, reading mysteries,
and following the Maryland Terrapins basketball team. She loved animals, especially the dogs and cats
in her life. She leaves three sons,
five grandchildren, and a sister.

Susan Comeau ’63, Nov. 19, 2019,
in Venice, Fla., at 78. She started
her 38-year career at State Street
Bank in Boston modestly, as a customer service representative, before
receiving multiple promotions and
rising to executive vice president and
head of human resources. Her trailblazing career shattered glass ceilings and placed her at the forefront
of change in the ’70s and ’80s. She
volunteered extensively for Colby, as
a class agent, on the Alumni Council 1979-85, and on the Board of
Trustees 1987-2009. She was active
in Colby clubs in Boston and volunteered for the regional campaign in
Boston 1995-96. For her leadership
and commitment to the College, she
was awarded a Colby Brick in 1986
and the Ernest C. Marriner Distinguished Service Award in 2003.
She gave generously to many charities, and, at Colby, established two
funds, including the Susan Comeau
Scholarship Fund in 1993. Although
she never married, she surrounded herself with friends and family,
whether traveling internationally
or in her home. She leaves two siblings and their extended families.
Douglas R. Johnston ’63, Dec. 5,
2019, in Haverhill, Mass., at 77. He
left Colby and eventually became a
realtor and owner of Stony Brook Realty in Westford, Mass. While living
in Naples, Fla., he was a patient advocate and did volunteer work with
Parkinson’s patients and the homeless. He played the banjo in a folk
group, participated in tennis tournaments, and enjoyed playing backgammon. He leaves his wife, Marjorie, two sons, two step-daughters,
nine grandchildren, and two sisters.
Thomas G. Mayer ’63, Nov. 20,
2019, in Camden, Maine, at 79.
After managing orange groves in
Florida for several years, he became a long-haul trucker, satisfying his love of driving. Later, he
owned and operated a limo service
in New York City. He was a Life
Master bridge player and an accomplished bowler and golfer. Survivors include two children, three
grandchildren, two great-grandchildren, and three siblings, including Sandra Mayer Zinman ’60.

Stephen W.A. Thompson ’63, Jan.
13, 2020, in Marblehead, Mass., at
79. His entire career was spent as
an insurance broker for Marsh &
McLennan, eventually becoming
managing director of the company’s
Boston office. Along the way, he
completed the executive M.B.A. program at Harvard Business School.
He loved to read, and he followed
current affairs; he enjoyed traveling
with his wife; he was a lifelong boater who belonged to Marblehead’s
Corinthian Yacht Club and to Five
Islands Yacht Club in Maine, where
he summered for 70 years. Predeceased by his wife, Joan Phillipps
Thompson ’64, he leaves two sons,
four grandchildren, and a sister.
George A. Burks ’65, Oct. 23, 2019,
in Houston, Texas, at 75. After serving two years with the U.S. Army,
he earned his law degree at South
Texas College of Law. He became an
attorney specializing in business law,
working at the firm Burks Brush.
William A. Cooper, M.A. ’65,
March 19, 2020, in The Villages,
Fla., at 86. Bill earned his B.A. in
English in 1956 from Brown University and then studied mathematics at Colby during the summers of
1964-66 and was awarded a master’s
in 1966. He taught mathematics at
New York’s Trinity-Pawling School,
where he also chaired the math
department, was head of the disciplinary committee, and coached
varsity hockey, JV baseball and football, and intramural tennis. He was
inducted into the Trinity-Pawling
Athletic Hall of Fame in 2003. He
later became head of school at the
Hill School Camp, becoming a trustee in 2005. He enjoyed tennis, golf,
biking, sailing, swimming, travel,
and theater. Survivors include three
children, six grandchildren, five
great-grandchildren, and a sister.
Thomas F. Reif ’66, April 2020, in
Hartford, Conn., at 75. He earned
an M.A. and a Ph.D. in clinical
psychology from the University of
Michigan, then returned to Maine,
which he learned to love during college. He homesteaded in Downeast
Maine and eventually started practicing psychology, establishing a
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L. Fleming Fallon Jr. ’72, March
28, 2020, in Bowling Green, Ohio,
at 70. A Renaissance man and lifelong learner, he earned numerous
post-graduate degrees: an M.S. in
microbiology, an M.B.A., M.D.,
Ph.D., M.P.H., and a Dr.PH in
2000. His professional field was
public health, and he taught that
subject at Slippery Rock University and Bowling Green State University, where he was named a distinguished teaching professor. He
wrote a weekly column, “Health
Thoughts,” authored more than 480
peer-reviewed works and more than
750 other publications, and served
on the Wood County Board of
Health. He was also a stained-glass
artist, a kaleidoscope collector, a
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Elizabeth Mann Hight ’70, March
18, 2020, in Washington, D.C., at
72. Known for having artistic and
literary talent, she worked various
jobs: a reporter for UPI, a legislative assistant for the late California
Senator Alan Cranston, and a contractor for the Educational Testing
Service. She volunteered in local
schools and lived with a strong social conscience. Survivors include

Marjorie V. Saporita ’71, May 10,
2020, in Skowhegan, Maine, at 92.
A Maine native, she came to Colby
when her children were in school,
earning her degree at age 43. She
enjoyed a 27-year career teaching
at schools in Waterville, Winslow,
and Fairfield. She volunteered at
the Vassalboro Food Pantry, and she
found pleasure in golf, music, good
food, and trips to Maine’s coast.
She leaves two sons, two grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren
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Lynne Curtis Caswell ’70, Nov.
6, 2017, in Topsham, Maine, at 69.
She transferred from Colby to the
University of Maine, where she
earned a B.A. in art. She homesteaded for almost a decade while
raising her children, then moved
to Topsham, where she worked as
a substitute teacher, reading tutor,
and office manager. She was an
environmentalist who also loved
dancing, reading, and gardening.
Her husband, Edward, two children, four grandchildren, and four
siblings are among her survivors.
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James A. Barys ’69, Nov. 4, 2019,
in Worcester, Mass., at 71. A master
teacher of mathematics, he started
his teaching career at Wachusett Regional High School then moved to
the Massachusetts Academy of Math
and Science in 2000. His teaching was interrupted for service in
the U.S. Army 1971-72. He earned
a master’s in mathematics from
Clark University and continued his
professional training at Bowdoin
and Harvard, presenting frequently at mathematics conferences. He
taught kettle ball classes, made time
for hiking and paddle-boarding,
and traveled frequently. Garden-

James L. Osborne ’69, March
10, 2019, in Belmont, Vt., at 72.

Joanne Gordon Sampson ’71,
April 24, 2020, in Branford, Conn.,
at 71. A lifelong educator, she earned
a master’s in special education from
New York University in 1972. Her
career involved work with autistic
children at Kings Park State Hospital on Long Island, in Boston public
schools, and, for 40 years, as an early childhood educator in a number
of Jewish institutions in Norwalk,
Conn. First and foremost a mother,
she was also an advocate for social
justice who volunteered for causes in which she believed, an active
member of Temple Shalom in Norwalk, and an accomplished baker.
Two children survive her, as do two
grandchildren, a sister, and her former husband, David Sampson ’73.
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Cheryl D. Reed ’67, April 26, 2020,
in Alexandria, Va., at 75. She transferred to Colby from Wheaton College; at that time, her father, John
H. Reed, was governor of the state
of Maine. She attended the Katherine Gibbs Legal Secretary Program,

Brenda Cornfield Roberts ’68,
Sept. 11, 2019, in Halifax, N.S., at
71. She was a nurse in the geriatrics
and mental health fields known for
playing the piano and singing for
patients. She also played the organ
for churches to which she belonged.
Later in life, she established Copperleaf Antiques with her husband.
She’s survived by her two children, three grandsons, and a sister.

Virgil W. Hervey Jr. ’69, Dec. 10,
2019, in Yellow Springs, Ohio, at 75.
Originally slated to graduate from
Colby in 1965, he dropped out after his sophomore year and joined
the Coast Guard, where he served
as an electronics technician. He
returned to Colby and graduated,
then earned a law degree from St.
John’s University School in 1972.
He practiced law for the Legal Aid
Society of New York City, as a law
secretary in the New York State Supreme Court, and, for 20 years, in
private practice. In 2000 he moved
to Yellow Springs and focused on
writing, where he wrote poetry,
short stories, and news, publishing
widely and being nominated for
a Pushcart Prize. Later in life, he
discovered hockey and played for
an adult league, and he also took up
the ukulele. He leaves his wife, Amy
Lee, her two children, his two children, a grandson, and two sisters.

her husband, Alfred Harf, with
whom she conceived and established
a woodland garden that serves as
her legacy, a daughter, and a sister.
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Newland A. Lesko ’67, Dec. 25,
2019, in Germantown, Tenn., at 74.
He joined International Paper in
1967 and worked on manufacturing
and business aspects of the company.
In 2003 he was promoted to executive vice president, a position he held
until he retired. His pastimes included hunting and fishing. Survivors
include his wife, Lisa, five children,
four grandchildren, and a sister.

Jane Morrison Bubar ’68, Dec. 17,
2019, in Dixfield, Maine, at 73. Following graduate work in English at
UNH, she worked and volunteered
in the disabilities field, writing
newsletters and grants and serving
as president of Very Special Arts
Maine. Later, she worked as director of public relations for Rumford
Community Hospital, where she
also ran their volunteer program.
She was also an active member of
the local Rotary club and the historical society. Canoeing and camping
were her passions, and she enjoyed
restoring houses, commenting once
that there was “always an unfinished bathroom in my life.” Jane
perished in an accidental house fire,
leaving two sons, including Joshua
’93 and his wife, Beth Cronin ’93,
three grandchildren, and a brother.

ing and reading were other pleasurable activities. His wife, Elizabeth, and two children survive him.
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Susan Daggett Dean ’67, March
15, 2020, in Scottsdale, Ariz., at 74.
She worked in banking for a period,
and later she was co-owner of several
business ventures, including SunAmp Power Company, a photovoltaics
company that she and her husband
acquired after building their own
solar home. She played tennis and
was a bicyclist who once rode across
the country. Singing, cooking, and
scrapbooking were other favorite pastimes. She served her Colby
class as a class agent and class secretary. Her Colby ties include both
grandfathers, Cecil M. Daggett,
Class of 1903, and Wilmer A. Mooers, Class of 1914; her parents, John
’41 and Natalie Mooers Daggett
’42, and several aunts and uncles.
Those who survive her include her
husband, Ross, two daughters, five
grandchildren, and two siblings.

and then she moved to Washington,
D.C., where she was a legal secretary
until she retired in 2013. She enjoyed
European travel, spent summers
in her home state of Maine, and
adored cats. Survivors include her
husband, John Lee ’53, and a sister.
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counseling center in Ellsworth. In
1977 he moved to Richmond, Va.,
to work at a psychiatric hospital. He
trained in Gestalt therapy and later
opened a private practice and was
on the faculty of the Medical College of Virginia, earning renown
and respect in the Richmond therapeutic community. His family reports Tom “died unexpectedly from
a fatal encounter with his beloved
backhoe as he was preparing his garden for spring planting.” He leaves
his partner, Joan Miller, two children, two grandchildren, and three
siblings, including Peter Reif ’83.
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blue-ribbon counted cross stitch artist, a baker, an Eagle Scout, a percussionist, and an active member of his
church. He leaves his wife, Rebecca, four step-children, and a sister.
Richard A Kaback ’72, Nov. 23,
2009, in New York at 58. He had
interests in travel and tourism,
working for various agencies in
New York. In 1978 he earned a
master’s in tourism administration from the New School in New
York City. Together with his wife,
Ursula, he raised a son, Alexander.
Brian L. Clark ’75, Dec. 12, 2019,
in Worcester, Mass., at 66. After a
career in computer sales, he worked
in customer service at L.L.Bean,
where, by chance, he connected with
a long-lost friend on a call. He moved
to Worcester to marry her, working
at Home Depot until his death from
cancer. A lifelong fan of Boston
teams, he also enjoyed golfing, visiting Cape Cod, and vacationing on
Sanibel Island. Survivors include his
wife, Mary “Vicky” van der Linden,
his daughter, three step-daughters,
six grandchildren, and two siblings,
including Sandra Clark Jonassen ’74.
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Moira Shea ’75, M.D., April 29,
2020, in West Falmouth, Mass., at
66. A pediatrician, she earned her
medical degree from New York
Medical College in 1979. She offered compassion and medical expertise to patients at Bramblebush
Pediatrics in Falmouth, Mass., from
1985 until she retired in 2014. She
was an avid reader, an excellent baker and cook, and a rescuer of monarch caterpillars that she raised to
become butterflies. She died from
ovarian cancer, leaving her husband,
William Wittman, two daughters,
two grandsons, and three siblings,
including Emily Shea Leone ’81.
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Deborah J. Cohen ’77, March 13,
2020, in Erie, Pa., at 65. Her studies in Spanish begun at Colby led
her to a 20-year career as a professor of Spanish at Slippery Rock
University, where she was also actively engaged in the theater community, served as faculty advisor
to the LGBTQ club, and hosted

an international radio hour as Dr.
Deb. Recently retired from Slippery
Rock, she was pursuing a degree in
theater and was training to be a set
designer, scenic artist, and lighting designer. She earned a Ph.D. in
Central American theater studies
from the University of Kansas. Deb
leaves her mother and two brothers.
Alice Bassett-Jellema ’78, Nov.
2, 2019, in Baltimore, Md., at 62. A
city priest with a commitment to
social justice and compassion for
everyone, she served as pastor of the
Episcopal Church of the Guardian
Angel in Remington, Md., for 22
years. There, she initiated a reading camp, a food pantry, and outreach programs for vulnerable and
high-risk populations. She earned a
master’s in divinity from the General Theological Seminary in 1992
and served churches in Virginia and
Townson, Md. She also served on
the boards of the Episcopal Housing
Corporation and St. Mary’s Outreach Center. Famous for her red
high-top sneakers, she was called
an “old-school street priest who
met people where they were.” She
leaves her wife, Christine, three
step-children, and two siblings.
Elizabeth H. Bowen Chase ’81,
Feb. 5, 2020, in Belfast, Maine, at
61. Liz earned a master’s in French
literature from Brown University in
1984 then returned to Colby to teach
French and run the Colby in Dijon
program for two years. She worked
for Fleet Bank briefly then returned
again to work in Colby’s Student
Financial Services Department administering financial aid. She drew
inspiration from the earth’s beauty,
and she held a deep interest in Zen
Buddhism. Liz played the organ,
joined the “Come Boating” crew to
row her ocean shell, and volunteered
administrative time with Belfast Senior College. In 2015 she married
John Chase, who survives her, as
does her brother, John W. Bowen ’75.
Deborah Holmes Beam ’83, Jan.
10, 2020, in Brunswick, Maine, at
58. Her love of singing and acting
began early in life and brought her
joy throughout adulthood as she

performed in church choirs and local theater productions. She also discovered a passion for working with
children and spent 27 years as an
education technician working with
special-needs children at Edgecomb
Eddy School. Her father and two
brothers survive her, as do her husband, James, two daughters, and a
step-daughter and her two children.
Karen Heilman Muth ’88, April
19, 2020, in Huntingdon Valley, Pa.,
at 54. Artistically gifted, she created
jewelry and was an emotive singer.
She was lead singer in a folk band
early in life, then later sang with
her church. She also started a voiceover business, SunVocals. Most
recently, she was business manager for an architectural inspection
firm in Philadelphia and had just
earned her drone pilot’s license. She
loved being a mother, and she had
an affection for Labrador retrievers. She leaves her son, Hayden,
her father, and four siblings.
Stephen E. Webb ’88, Dec. 2, 2019,
in Las Vegas, Nev., at 53. He lived
in China for a period and traveled
around, then settled in Las Vegas,
where he worked as a dealer in several casinos, including Palms, Orleans, and Caesars. He was a reader
and a writer of stories and poems,
and he collected gaming memorabilia, chips, cards, and matchbooks.
He also loved sports, especially
soccer, baseball, and hockey. His
daughter, Stephanie, his mother, and two siblings survive him.
Brian K. Boykins ’89, Dec. 14, 2019,
in Hanoi, Vietnam, at 52. Naturally
curious and drawn to learning, he
studied at several institutions beyond Colby: Vincennes University,
DePauw University, and Saint Augustine’s University. He also served
in the U.S. Army. He spent the last
decade of his life living abroad—
Mexico, Indonesia, Thailand, and
Vietnam, where he sold real estate, taught ESL courses, owned
a Jamaican cuisine restaurant,
and provided food to underprivileged children. He leaves a daughter, his mother, and two sisters.

Jason S. Angell ’94, March 31,
2020, in Redwood City, Calif., at
48. He transferred from Colby to
the University of Delaware, where
he earned a B.A. in 1995. A J.D. followed in 2002 from the University
of California Hastings College of
Law. He practiced law in California, most recently as of counsel for
Hopkins & Carley in Palo Alto.
He died of a heart attack while
out on his evening run. Survivors
include his wife, twin daughters,
three siblings, and his parents.
Deanna Huston ’94, March 24,
2020, in Farmington, N.H., at 47.
Deanna worked as a production
manager for Coed Sportswear. No
other information about her was
available other than she died of
cancer. Predeceased by her father,
Frank Huston ’65, survivors include
her mother, Dee-Ann Harris Bean
’65, her partner, and four siblings.
Matthew D. Danziger ’03, April
18, 2020, in San Anselmo, Calif., at
38. Matt’s life ended suddenly when
he collapsed while on a trail run near
his home. A varsity soccer player at
Colby, he remained active throughout his life: skiing at Tahoe, surfing
off Wellfleet on Cape Cod, or sailing in San Francisco Bay. He was
also a volunteer and a participant
with the Pan-Mass Challenge bike
ride. In his career, his capacity for
human connection elevated his success in the field of investor relations,
most recently with Pure Storage
and previously with LinkedIn. Matt
leaves his wife, Kate, two children,
his parents, and three brothers, including Andrew ’03 and Michael ’00.
Patrick Brancaccio, Dec. 31, 2019,
in Waterville, Maine, at 85. Born in
Brooklyn, N.Y., he was the first in
his family to receive a college degree, from Brooklyn College, and
later earned an M.A. from Ohio
State and a Ph.D. from Rutgers University. He started teaching at Colby in 1963, and for 40 years taught
19th-century American literature,
modern American drama, detective
fiction, and Italian fiction and film
in Colby’s English Department,
which he also chaired. He intro-
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Paul J. Schupf, LL.D. ’06, Dec. 4,
2019, in New York, at 82. Belgian
born, he was raised in New Rochelle, N.Y., and was a 1958 graduate of Colgate University, where he
majored in history and was unbeaten on the tennis team. He became
a successful, self-made investor,
establishing Paul J. Schupf Associates in 1994 and running it from
his home office in Hamilton, N.Y. A
Renaissance man, he collected and
advised others on art, read deeply
about philosophical and aesthetic

Pauline L. Wing, May 1, 2020, in
Cape Elizabeth, Maine, at 89. A
Maine native, she started working for Colby in the 1970s, serving
as administrative assistant for the
math and science departments. A
proud Colby employee, she was
among the first to be trained in
word processing on a desktop computer at the College. Her pastimes
included playing the organ, needlework, and weekly bridge games.
Two children, five grandchildren,
and a great-grandson survive her.
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H. Alan Hume, M.D., Feb. 20,
2020, in Augusta, Maine, at 93. Colby’s former medical director and
friend of the College, his generosity led to the Colby-Hume Center
on Messalonskee Lake when he
donated a 10-acre parcel of land to
the College in 1991. Born in Virginia, he graduated from the Episcopal Academy in Pennsylvania
before joining the Navy, serving
from 1944 to 1946. He earned his
medical degree in 1953 from the
University of Pennsylvania and became a surgeon, working in private
practice and also in various roles in
hospitals, including chief of surgical
service at Presbyterian-University
of Pennsylvania Medical Center.
He moved to Maine in the mid-’70s
and worked as a surgeon, as chairman of the Department of Surgery at Taylor Hospital, director of
emergency medical services for the
State of Maine, and as chief of staff
at Mid-Maine Medical Center. He
was Colby’s medical director 19902000 and was on the Board of Visitors. At the Colby-Hume Center, he
built and equipped a woodworking
shop and a blacksmith’s shop and

Robert H. Pfeiffer, Nov. 29, 2019,
in Solon, Maine, at 74. A former
Colby lacrosse coach, he was a 1967
graduate of Bowdoin, that college’s
first-ever All-American in lacrosse;
he also excelled in hockey and football. After serving as a Marine officer in Vietnam, he went on to a
successful lacrosse coaching career,
beginning at Division I University
of New Hampshire followed by four
seasons at Middlebury, where he
led the team to the ECAC Championship in 1975, and four seasons at
Colby, 1986-89. In the 1980s and
’90s, he officiated interscholastic
lacrosse in Maine as well as Division I, II, and III matches across
New England. One of a very few
who excelled as a player, coach, and
official, he was respected for his
integrity and commitment to help
others succeed. He was inducted
into the Bowdoin College Athletic
Hall of Honor in 2016. Rob leaves
his wife, Julianna, two daughters,
a granddaughter, and a brother.

issues, and was a devoted Bob Dylan
and Grateful Dead fan. He was introduced to Colby through the
Colby Museum of Art and became
one of the College’s most generous
benefactors with gifts that supported the arts, the sciences, and
residential life. The Paul J. Schupf
Wing for the Works of Alex Katz,
the Anthony-Mitchell-Schupf Residence Hall, and the Paul J. Schupf
Computational Chemistry Laboratory are among the tangible results
of his generosity. In 2019 he made
a leadership gift for Waterville’s
planned arts center, which will be
named in his honor. He served as a
Colby trustee from 1991 to 2006,
and he sat on Colby’s Board of Visitors 1985-91 and on the museum’s
Board of Governors 1994-2006. He
received a Colby Brick Award in
1999. At the time of his death from
cancer, he was a member of Colby’s
Dare Northward Campaign Cabinet. A trustee emeritus at Colgate,
he created the W.S. Schupf Chair in
Far Eastern Studies there in memory of his father, as well as the Schupf
Studio Art Center and the Schupf
Fellowship. He received honorary
degrees from Colby, Cazenovia
College, and Thomas College. He
leaves two siblings and four nieces.
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Ansel A. Grindall, April 29, 2020,
in Waterville, Maine, at 96. A longtime employee of the College, he
worked for more than 40 years in
Colby’s Buildings and Grounds Department (now Facilities Services),
working his way up from driving
buses and sanding roads to superintendent of the department. Known
affectionally as “Mr. Colby,” he was
awarded an honorary bachelor’s degree in 1985, the first the College
awarded, prior to his retirement. He
was a Boy Scout leader, member of
the school board, and a volunteer
with the Winslow Fire Department
for 43 years. He was an avid reader,
a carver of decoys, a Mason awarded
an honorary Thirty-Third Degree,
and active member of his Baptist
church. He leaves his wife, Dorothy, two children, four grandchildren, and four great-grandchildren.

created Jan Plan courses, including the popular furniture-making
course. Along with his wife, Dorothy, he opened their home to dozens of Colby pre-med students who
lived with them during summer
work-study programs. Colby’s crew
teams practiced on Messalonskee
Lake, also called Snow Pond. The
Humes acted as “godparents” to the
teams and were in large measure
responsible for the teams’ ability to
achieve varsity status in 1993. He
received a Colby Brick Award in
2006. Survivors include his wife of
50 years, Dorothy, three children,
three grandchildren, and a brother.
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David C. Driskell, H’00, April 1,
2020, in Hyattsville, Md., at 88. An
influential African-American artist
and art historian, a prominent voice
in the art world, and a friend of the
Colby College Museum of Art. At
the time of his death from the coronavirus, he was the Distinguished
University Professor of Art at the
University of Maryland, where he
achieved international recognition
for his expertise and scholarship
in African-American art. A multimedia artist, he studied at Maine’s
Skowhegan School of Painting and
Sculpture in the 1950s and taught
at Talladega College as well as at
Howard and Fisk universities. He
authored five exhibition books and
published more than 40 catalogs
from exhibitions he curated, including the groundbreaking 1970s work
Two Centuries of Black American Art:
1750-1950 at the Los Angeles County Museum. He served on the Colby
Museum Board of Governors from
1994 to 2003, and his encouragement was key to the establishment
of the Lunder Institute for American Art. In 2017 the Colby Museum awarded him its Cummings
Award for Artistic Excellence. The
museum holds six of Driskell’s
works, including Blue Pines, 1959,
an example of the frequent motif

of trees in his work. Survivors include his wife, Thelma Driskell,
two daughters, five grandchildren,
and
four
great-grandchildren.
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duced Black studies at Colby in 1964
and went on to cofound what would
become the African-American
Studies Program—one of the first
in the country—and served as its
first director 1971-83. A scholar of
Nathaniel Hawthorne and Herman
Melville, he also had a passion for
African literature and taught for a
year at the University of Madagascar
as a Fulbright lecturer. He directed
Colby’s program in London for several years, and, after he retired, he
ran the Jan Plan program in Verona,
Italy, for 13 years and was a frequent
lecturer for the Friends of the Goldfarb Center seminars in Waterville.
He wrote poetry, was an avid photographer, and appreciated good
wine and food. Survivors include
his wife, Kate Cone ’76, three children, six grandchildren, and a sister.
He also leaves three step-children
and three additional grandchildren.
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ALUMNI

COLBY
ACROSTIC
This Colby-centric acrostic
puzzle was submitted by
an alumnus who consented
to it being printed on the
condition that they remain
anonymous. To solve, write
the answers to the clues on
the numbered dashes. Then,
transfer each letter to the
correspondingly numbered
square in the grid to spell
a quotation reading left to
right. Black squares separate
words in the quotation. Work
back and forth between
the word list and the grid
to complete the puzzle.
When you’re finished, the
initial letters of the answers
in the word list will spell
the author’s name and the
source of the quotation.

98

FIRSTPERSON

COLBY |
colby.edu
|
facebook.com/colbycollege
|
twitter.com/colbycollege
|

In the last week of my Thomas J. Watson Fellowship
stay with the Girls Gotta Run Foundation in Bekoji,
Ethiopia (also known as the ‘town of runners’), I had
the great honor of being able to witness a regional
athletics festival. Sports team from all over the region
came to this town to compete in soccer matches,
volleyball tournaments, and my personal favorite, a track
meet! This photo was taken during the bell lap of the
3,000-meter race. The pack was still incredibly tight,
and the whole crowd was pushing into the outer lanes
of the track fighting for a closer look. The energy and
excitement surrounding this sport is something I have
not witnessed anywhere else, and it’s something I will
carry with me forever.
—Hannah Springhorn ’19
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